
P3 billion. The current is sue on hand lu the repaYment termu for

each of the copper f irmu Involved. Repayment schemes are being

atudied at the moment In order to arrive at a compromise

agreement.

Ecological Issue

Ecological tosues have started t o bother the Industry-*

For example, larcoipper was closed down iast 
AprIl as Its tailings

dlspbsal systes l'as ailegediy pollutlin Calarican Bay ln

Iarinduque. Benguet and Philex faced simalar charges of polluting

rivera near their mining areas. Drummlng Up the Issue has

*llcited propo-sali of hlgher tailîings fees ln Congress. Nothiflg

concrête has been dcIded yet.

Just recently, The DENR f lied charges against 
Lepanto due to

the leakage of acId gai to three barangays In ilankayan, Benguet.

The acld gas allegediy came from the mine f Irm'a concentrate

dryer which had been lnstalled wlthout any 
anti-pollution devices.

*On the other hand, gold panners were cited as 
the cuiprits

ln mercury pollution. In'the process of recoverlng 
the gold--by

blowtorching the amalgam (gold ýlus mercury)--the poisonous fumes

net only pollutes the air. As mercury condenses, 
It also setties

ln creeks and rivera when ramn comes.

The National Pollution. Contrai Commission and the National

'Envlroiimental Protection Council are taske d to regulate

activitici that may affect the environient* and the health of the

public near industrial plants. So far, a solution still bas to be

* found te strIke a healthy balance between Industrlal'progress 
In

the minin sector and envirorimental cancerns [4].
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