Part Two - Recent Deveiopments Pster Thacher for WFUNA-1991

later, thanks to the WCED report and work by an intergovernmental group on
long term environmental perspactives, the UN General Assembly was ready,
specifically, "to propose long-term environmental strategies for achieving
sustainable development to the year 2000 and beyond.=%?

Prom a variety of sources have come new ideas for institutiocnal arrange-
ments to deal with emsrging environmental problems and the key issue of
sustainable development. Some of these have been voiced by heads of state and
of government, others by intergovernmental expert meetings and notable private
citizens associated with the UN and with environmental issues. None have re-
ceived more attention than the WCED findings whose report — "Our Common Fu-
ture* = was released in 1987 and presentad to the General Assembly at its 42ad
session that Fall. when established in 1983, the *Brundtland~ commission was

given three cbjectives:

. ta rs=examine thm critical environment and development iseuss acd 2o forzulate reeliaz.c
proposals o dealing witll zhem;

L to prapcse new forms of internacional co-cperaticn oo these isaues that will ialluencs
policies and events in the dizecticn of needed changes; and
° t9 raise the levels of undecstanding and cummitment To actica of individuals, voluntary

organizaticas, businesses, institutss, and governaeats.

The Commission®s report notes the process of change underway in which

‘human activitiss and their effects were usatly compartmentalized within zations, withia sectors
(energy, agriculturse, trade), and within broad areas af n (enviz zal, ac, socal).
These compartients have bequa to dissclve. Tiis applies in particular o :he varicus global
‘erises’ that have seized public concern, pasticularly over the past decade. These are 1ot segarate

€Tises: an environmental crisis, a develcpmant cIrises, an energy cTisis. Tley age all cne.*

To remind us of the dimensions of current change, with which future
institutions must cops, WCED cautions -

*Our human world must make room in & finite eavircnaent for ancther humas world. The
populatica could stabilize st betwees § billica and 14 billicn scmetise next cengursy, ...
More that 30 percent of the increase will cccur in ths pooTest countries, and 90 percent of
t2at growel in alrsady bursting cities. EConcmic ACTAVITY has m]._:xpl.xod To create a $13
trillion werld eccsosy, and this could grow five- or teafold in the coming hali-century.
Iacdustrial productica has grown more than £iityfold over ths past cantury, four-fifths of
this groweh since 19%0. Such figqurss reflect and presage profound Lapacts gpes the
bicsphers, as the world iavesta i1a houses, tTansport, farms, and industries. Xuch of the
econcmuc growth pulls raw aaterial from forssts, 0ils, seas, and waterways.®

Noting the fragmented nature of most of the institutions facing the
challengea of growth in an intaerdependent world, the commission deveted an

entire chapter to proposals for institutional and lagal change as a part of
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