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The signing of the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty by 
Canada and thirty-one other Treaty parties in Madrid on October 4, 1991 was a significant 
development in both environmental law and Antarctic affairs. The Protocol designates Antarctica 
as a natural reserve, devoted to peace and science. Its main component is a prohibition on any 
activities related to mineral resources, other than scientific research, for a period of at least 50 
years.


