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now to byy curtains and afew :odd things to make it *homier™.
There are usually around 12 to 18 people eating there,
depending on what personnel is in Vientiane from the flxed
‘teams, what visitors happen to pass through and so on. They
. put_two- ‘tables together to form a large "square to seat 12
persons which makes it.cosy. If there are more, we have to’
eat in two sh1fts°=However, the ‘army men never seeém.to. ‘mind '
-as they. like to’sit. atround. and. drlnk and_smoke, and often
don’t eat until 9, .0 clock :anyway, bsually weé eat around

8: 30 The Department sent out a Zenlth -radio, for the mess. .

The Officer s mess pays for subscrlptlons ‘to Time, Llfe

- Newsweek and Saturday Evening.Post, secured through a store

in. Salgon. Books (mostly lurid paper backs) were suppl1ed by

the Canadian Legion. There 1is also a: USIS.and British In-’

formation, Offlce through which some books can ‘be borrowed
_but there is quite a ‘dearth .of genera] readlng material,
We also receive, through ‘the Department, airmail .editions’
. of the London "Tlmes"' New York "szes“ and a few other
pub]1cat10ns., . . :

. There are. about 37 Canad1ans 1n Laos d1v1ded about
-equally between | staff in Vlentlane and staff throughout
Laos on fixed team 31tes. About 19 of the army personnel
are NCO's - they act as guards clerks, send telegrams, etc.
The other army personne] graduate from oné General down to
a number of Captains. And there is a Canad1an offlcer who
is,on loan to .the General Secretariat but who eats with.us’
most of the ‘time.. The French prov1de cars (2) and several
Jeeps all with French drivers so we are taken to and from
the office. T tried, walklng it one mérning but found it
1mp0351ble in the heat _The. last few days have been’ sllghtiy
coo]er and’ I have walked home a, couple of tlﬂes around 7 in
the evening.

The climate isn’t quite as bad as I had feared, although
the rainy season will be uncomfortable. The first few days I
was here the thermometer hovered around 96 in the shade and
the, humldlty was very hlgh However, the last few days it
has dropped to around 85. We have fans at the. of fice and ‘the
mess.and each beédroom has a centre fan thet we keep runnlng
all the time - when the electr1c1ty is on.. It makes it
fa1rly rleasant for sleeplng or resting, However, prov1ded
one takes a rest for a couple of hours each afternoon the
climate is quite bearab]e.,:

There are no street ]1ghts S0 We Us€ a f]ashllght in the
even1ngs if we .go out. The water suprly is very errat1c.
Actual]y a]though there ' is running water in each room, th

water s brought by trucks from the 'ehong fiver and dent
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hiivered‘to the ‘hotel byia-hose from. the -truck (like fuel

oil}. The Laotlans seem to have water barrels at their front
door, and I have seen, the: truck dellverlng water into these

" barréls. As’ there must be some 30 rooms in the Bungalow, it
- must’ make the water problem difficult. So we never know when
- the taps will have water in thém or not. There is water
“around 3 in the. afternoon and agaln ‘at about 7:30 in the

evan1ng. Thére isn’t -any usually in the. morn1nps. If we are

-'1n. ouy ‘rooms we-leave the taps-on so we can hear when the

water comes on and then meke ‘2 dash to.-have a shower wash
or do laundry or Just fill a pall ap. :

1 decxded for a time:at least to- do most of my own

" washing as the servents at the mess are not accustomed to

doing women’s things. There is a plug in my room and I find
the travelling iron works beautifully. There is-a large,

" low table in my room so I put a blanket on it and. find

ironing hot too difficult. My room is-about 12’ by. 20’

It -has one large casement window with shutters outside. It
has plastered walls (for someé reason or ‘other I had expected
that), a dirty yellow, and unpainted wood floors. Thére is

. a.straw rug on part of the floor and I intend to get another
_one, as the bare floor looks so dirty. There are two -ward-

robes, a bed, two straight chairs, -a table, 2 bedside tables
and an arm, chalr with leather upholsterlng. This chair was
supplled by the French and possibly some of the other fur-
niture’ also. Anyway, it is sufficient and comparatively
clean. I am going to give it a good wash down .the first
chance T get. We sleep under mosquito nets. There are sticks
about 4’ high which fit onto the four corneérs ‘of the bed
over which is placed a canopy of coarsely woven nettlnp.
This nettlng is long enoughto tuck in under the mattress.
There 1s an overlap down one side and you part this to”crawl
into bed and tuck it under the mattress after you get in.
The bed has wooden slats on.it covered with a mattress some

“3n thick. Tt sounds uncomfortable but .actually isn’t.at.all.

The mattress and pillow are.a bit musty so.I put.one of my

" pliofilm bags over the pillow under the pillow slip..The

servant thinks ‘that is a crazy idea - (just another foreign
eccentricity) but it does keep out that musty,smell, Appa
rently during the rainy season eVerythlng smells musty.

-Some . people here:don’t ‘use the pillows-because of " the ,musty

:smell but with the pllof:lm bag you do not’ notlce 1t at all

So. far I haven t seen too many 1nsects, crawllng anlmals
and so on. "Sometimes the mosquitoes .are annoylng but: ¥ spray
‘some DDT homb around’ which helps. ‘There.are some moths' and
11ttle black th1ngs w1th hard shells..Gllles had: a.large
cockroach in his room and also a big lizard but so far I
haven’t seen one. I have a little lizard but he stays most



