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13. Trade conducted on the basis of commercially sound terms 
and mutual advantage, that avoids preferential treatment of the 
Soviet Union, contributes to constructive East-West relations. At 
the same time, bilateral economic relations with the Soviet Union 
and the countries of Eastern Europe must remain consistent with 
broad Allied security concerns. These include avoiding dependence 
on the Soviet Union, or contributing to Soviet military capabilities. 
Thus, development of Western energy resources should be encouraged. 
In order to avoid further use by the Soviet Union of some forms of 
trade to enhance its military strength, the Allies will remain 
vigilant in their continuing review of the security aspects of East-
West economic relations. This work will assist Allied governments 
in the conduct of their policies in this field. 

14. The Alliance, which respects the sovereignty and legitimate 
interests of all states, works for peace, security and development. 
Its member countries seek to expand economic and cultural relations 
with all countries and are committed to give assistance to developing 
nations, believing these policies are mutually beneficial and 
contribute to peaceful evolution. They consider respect for genuine 
non-alignment by all states an important contribution to international 
stability. 

The Allies recognise that events outside the Treaty area 
may affect their common interests as members of the Alliance. They 
will engage in timely consultations on such events, if it is 
established that their common interests are involved. Sufficient 
military capabilities must be assured in the Treaty area to maintain 
an adequate defence posture. Allies who are in a position to do so 
will endeavour to support those sovereign nations who request assitance 
in countering threats to their security and independence. Those 
Allies in a position to facilitate the deployment of forces outside 
the Treaty area may do so, on the basis of national decision. 

15. The Allies recall their commitment under Article 2 of the 
North Atlantic Treaty and reaffirm the importance of programmes 
intended to benefit the economies of less favoured partners who need 
aid for development. 

16. The Allies remain seriously concerned about acts of 
international terrorism. In accordance with the relevant provision 
of the Bonn Declaration, they reiterate their determination to take 
effective measures for the prevention and suppression of such 
criminal acts, which are a threat to the democratic institutions they 
are pledged to defend, to stability and to the conduct of international 
relations. 

17. The next regular meeting of the North Atlantic Council 
in Ministerial Session will be held in Brussels in December 1984. 
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