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| It is not often that we devote an entire issue of
Canada Today to one subject only, but in this case we
are making an exception. For three weeks
beginning later this month, London is going to be
invaded by a Festival of Canadian Arts and
Culture - and it is likely to prove an event of such
significance that it deserves a magazine all to itself.

No doubt it will be the opening fashion gala at
Liberty that will attract the most attention; it will,
after all, be attended by prominent personalities
from all walks of London society, who by
themselves will generate a lot of interest. In
addition to the gala, daytime fashion shows open
to the public will be held at Liberty on 27 & 28
September at 1:00 & 4:00pm.

However, the fashion gala is just the tip of the
iceberg — because the three-week long festival will
range over many other areas of contemporary
Canadian art and culture.

First of all, Liberty will be featuring a selection
of Canadian-designed goods other than clothes and
accessories — everything from furnishings and
ceramics to food and fine art.

Second, its fashion gala will kick off a
three-week-long celebration of Canadian music,
art, architecture, film, video and literature.

Canadian musicians will be taking over Ronnie
Scott’s jazz club for a night; and they will be
playing at the Queen Elizabeth Hall, the South
Bank Centre, and at Wigmore Hall.

Canadian artists, meanwhile, will have their
works on show at various galleries around London
including the AIR Gallery, Chisenhale Gallery and
the Showroom Gallery, as well as the Canada
House Gallery in Trafalgar Square.

In addition, Carlos Ott's model of the new
Opéra Bastille in Paris will be on display; several
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‘Canadian films will be having their London

premieres; and Canadian writer Robertson Davies
will see the publication of his latest book The Lyre of
Orpheus. ‘

Clearly, an event of this magnitude could not
have been organised by any one group acting on
its own. The project was conceived by the
Canadian High Commission in London, and in
addition to the support we have received from
Liberty — and from the government of Canada
through our offices here in London — the project
has been generously supported by the Govern-
ments of Ontario, City and Metropolitan Toronto,
Air Canada and the Inn on the Park, London.

We have also been working closely with
Quebec House on the Quebec components of the
event, and with the French embassy in London,
which is co-sponsoring the exhibition of Carlos
Ott’s design of the Opéra Bastille.

All in all, it promises to be a three-week-long
celebration of some of the best and brightest of
Canadian art and culture. It is previewed at length
throught this issue of Canada Today — and it starts
this month, on September 27.
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