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Rules VIII to XXXI apply to ships to which minimum
reeboards are assigned. In ships to which greater free-
Y0ards than the minimum are assigned, the protection is to
€ relatively as effective.

Openings in Freeboard and Superstructure Decks.

Rule VIIL.—Cargo and other Hatchways not protected by
Superstructures.

The. construction and fitting of cargo and other hatch-
Ways in exposed positions on freeboard and superstructure
ecks are to be at least equivalent to the standards laid

down in Rules IX to XV,

Rule IX.—Hatchway Coamings.

The height of hatchway coamings on freeboard Qecks 18
con S At least 24 inches above the deck. The height of
% Anings on superstructure decks is to be at least 24 mqh?s
1e2ve the deck if situated within a quarter of the ship's
i18th from the stem, and at least 18 inches if situated
Clsewhera, y

StrCOa,mings are to be of steel, are to be subsizantlally con-
fi ucted. and, where required to be 24 inches high, are to be
ed with an efficient horizontal stiffener placed not lower
offion 0 inches below the upper edge, and fitted with
insent brackets or stays from the stiffener to the deck, at
r €Ivals of not more than 10 feet. Where end coamings
© Protected, these requirements may be modified. -

Rule X.—Hatchway Covers.
and where

Jovers to exposed hatchways are to be efficient,
ltgl:s}‘; i ) madep of wood, theyﬁnished thickness 1s to bt% aé;
5 feetzg inches in association with a span of nothmorﬁ ¥, c?l ’
Vay o he width of each bearing surface for these
COvers is to be at least 2% inches.

Rule XT—Hatchway Beams and Fore-and-Afters.

Wh hatchway
bear-cT® Wood hatchway covers are fitted the hatc
SS:?S and fOre-and-aftez',s are to be of_ the sca_nthngsh%ng
are ;ng given in Table 1 where coamings 24 inches hig
inche.duired, and as given in Table 2 where _coammgsthe
‘IDI)(?S high are required. Angle bar mour}lltlpfgsllolléngth
ol each ge are to extend continuously for the iu

ita) b be.am. Wood fore-and-afters are to be 'steel shod
faring surfaces.



