
EDUCATIONAL REVIEW 8

HOW TO STUDY "TEE ESSAYS 0F ELIA."1

Prose selections are recognized as the hardest
of ail lessons in English. It is difficuit to give
the variety that is easily got in poetry, and
the appeal to the ear is flot so strong. There is
great temptation to, dwell upon questions of
language, upon derivation, distinctions of mean-
ing, and grammar. It is flot easy to, find out
how to interest the young student. But interest
is the first essential, whether we are thinking of
the ultimate and really important aim in teaching
literature, namely, to lead the student to enjoy
good books; or <if the more immediate and press-
i ng one, which le to prepare hlm for examinations.

To what point in the Essays of Elia are we to,
direct the pupil's attention? Compare tbemn
with other Essays. What do we get, from them?
Macaulay's Essays give us hisforical and literary
information. Addison and'Steel wrote with the
aim of reforming manners and custonis, and
give us ively pictures of the life of theý time.
But Charles Lamb offers us neither improvling
information nor instruction. His Euayo read as
if he wrote themn for hie own amusement, for the
pleasure of expressing his likes and dialikes, hie
opinions, fancies and. dreams. They reveal to
us ont of the moet charming and lovâble men
that ever ived. And if we do not gain this
impression from reading them, we have mieeed al
that they mean.

Collect the essaye that are professedly auto-,
biographical, and ste if you cannet sketch hie
life from "The Old Benchers, " "ChriasHospital,"
"The South Sea Houee," and the others. What
do you~ learn from theze of, his birth and educa-
tion, position in life, familYi friends, Occupations?
What important event in 'his jife is' neyer
touched upon? Go on from the outward àiccidents
and events of life, to the character and dispsi-
tion of the man. You will find passages of self
revelation iïn nearly aIl the essaye. Look for

them in " A Chapter on .Ears" Witclies and

other Night-fears," New Year'sEe. Do not
neglect ()Id China. " Whatý do you learaft &M
these of his tastes; his prefèrefttés améig mWe*I,
books, surroundings;. hie affetions; réigiO4s
belief; his amusements? Wh6t conteniporary
writers were his friende? From ýwhat poeté dmt
he quote?. Make o=P,,ePway throw light on

another. 'StudY tht ecieption ofhimslf

in the Preface to the "Last Essaysifi With .tht

description of hie sister, undèrth guise of, a
cousin, in "M ackery End," co4Jere the, Oaccoillit
of their life in "Old China'-"-Sm
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