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mute children of the provinee, the maintenatce of
normal school and the university, and the cost ot an

spection, supervision, and the general adnumstration

of the school laws, the total v\‘l»mnhlmw would be
found to exceed half a million dollars annuallyv: a large
sum in the aggregate, but involving an average cost of

Tyer

less than eight dollars annually for each pupil recenany
instruction.

The snpvrm(mnivm arain recompmends that nooun
gl’:ldc"\l S(‘hmll be ("5.‘1\“'(‘ as \lllN'l'inl‘ .‘\fh‘l‘ the first term

of 1R897.

The chief .\u]u‘rinlvndvnl argues that the work now
done by the fortv-nine superior and thirteen grammat
schools. would be much more ethciently ]-rr!\'rmml I
about ten well equipped high schools estabished  at
convenient centres throughout the provincee.

He also recommends that an entrance exatmination
be held for admission to the high schools, as that test s
now very superficial, depending more upon expediency
than merit. He would have these examinations take
place at the same time as the normal «chool entiance
and the matriculation examinations. The high school
leaving examinations would in such case be abolished.

The total number admitted to the normal school was
272, a decrease of forty-three on the previous year.

Tt is suggested by the chief superintendent that in
struction in purely professional work in the normal
school, now almost entirely confined to the principal.
be shared by the other instructors who are now mostly
engaged in scholastic }»l'(-l.nm‘llliun.

He also expresses the hope, that in future there will
be but one matriculation examination for the umversity,
and that the county scholarships be awarded as the
results of this examination.

There is a gratifying increase in the number of school
libraries, and attention is directea to the new catalogue.

The inequality of the burden of taxation born by
rich and poor districts is shown ; and the superintend-
ent suggests the idea of increasing the county fund
from 30 cents to 50 cents per head.

He also draws attention to the fact that many
wealthy districts evade full support of schools, and
recommends that the head teacher of a school in a
district having a taxable valuation above £40,000.00
should hold a first-class license, and the head teacher of
a school in a district having a valuation of over 21.500.00
should hold a license not bhelow that of second-class.

Teachers institutes were held in all the counties
except Restigouche and Madawaska. The aggregate
attendance was 261,

In the appendices will be found interesting and
instructive reports from the chancellor of the university
of New Brunswick, the principal of the normal school,
the inspwtms. the boards of trustees of cities and
incorpurutml towns, the lrl'ill('i]):l] of the imstitution for
the education of the deaf and dumb, and the principal
of the Halifax school for the blind.

Reference will be made to some of these ina later issue.
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N\, S Inspectors’ Reports,

\ \ .
Wi ive Delow o tew chotee extraets from l|u- l'v'mrtn

af the Non g St Al inspectors They are worthy

of caretul ‘.'ra.\.\* el =t 1dy

Priscieat Caenesy ot the Normal School inter alia

e ) Ires! and soventy -seven students, one hundred and
seventy one revvived diplanas of the various ranks seventy obe of first
rank sty vy of wecond rank, and forty of third rank

The tests that a lowm ) }xn‘;-- ‘F lu‘l‘l‘n'nhlgl' to pu_vm
cannot Iwr very stret l.l\!u"-ﬁ sOne c‘:\l‘vflll "ﬂi“l’\ﬁ nf
<election akes place Ietore kll‘.!ll't\(ﬁ onter the M‘lu)nl'
1w H b necessary, Y i ii?l!l‘ ‘\'!lfi!il'!lt'l‘ 1% to ‘n- r""\iﬂ“(l,
Mt more discrmmation be o exgreised in granting

diplomas

. . . We have acocdingly  placed  thess students in the
gecond rank. with the recomimendation that aflter oo year's successful
practice in teaching, duly cvrtified o by an inspector, they shall be
granted dipl mas of first rank ]t may irdeed e worth convidering
whethee o ail cases sucvessful eXperience for a shott period under a
lower class « £ 1 conse cught Lot to be an cxsential condition for a higher

class

This is a most valuable suggestion We have

| already recommended it m these pages, and hope to see

the provinee far enough advanced mluvnlimmll‘\', to

i llnll\l' “ l'l‘\itll'!li to have |t :nlu}»hwl,

l‘l'-\n\‘il'u!\ ('.UALHx !-'f,r!'w to thc‘ \\r:lknu-m uf ('nnili(l‘tm
entering the normal ~chool 1n certain subjects such as
voeal musie,  drawing,. physieal geography, English

crammar, composition, chenstry, physics. The stien-

-~

tific knowledge of candidates in most cases seems (0 be
confined to text books with no acquaintance with labor-
atory method.

We would also commend to our educational authori-
ties the two excellent suggestions made below. The
reason ;:i\"c'll for ther mlupliuu are so clear and con-
vincing, that nothing needs to be said in their support.

1. Lsuggest that the staniard of scholarship as regards the mini-
mum pass marks be raie~! in certain important subjects in which,
at least in the teacher, 'l tle learniog is a dangerous thing." Under
present arrangements, a p»rson baving an aggregate of 400 in all
subjects, and not falling below twenty five in any subject, is entitled to
| the scholarship certificate demanded for a first c'ass license. But a
| person whose knowledge of English grammar, or indeed of alinost any
other subject jn the syllabus, is adequately represented by such a mark,
can scarcely be competent to take charge of a school.

9. 1 suggest that some of eur high schools restrain their ambition in
the matter of taking up the work of Graae Xil. In my opision it would
be vastly wiser to cxpend thelr surplus energy in the way of securing
greater thoroughness in the work of the other three grades. Could they
not, with much greater advantage to their students, do son. ¢ laboratory
work in botany, chemistry, and physics, and give more attention to
physical geography. Englhsh subjects, drawing, and music ?

Pror. Swvirn, (School of Agriculture) after describing

the biological work of the first class goes on to say :

In chemistiy they should have had a good general knowlelge upon
entering the school. but unfortur ately only a few had ever performed
any experiments, and thewe not many, while the larger portion of the
class had never seen ary number of experiments performed. 1 can
gcarcely withhold comment upon the worse than useless character of
such methods of teaching chemistry, or any sclence, for that matter, as
it is actually an injury to the student.




