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literary history of our own and of other languageis
owq that there are certain more or less clearly defined

i the records of each, distinunshed, beyond. othere,

imnber and genius of its writers. It has always sem-i

ie, whien considering those periohls, tlmat' they could,

,iiited for, anid that ini eaeh country the causes or in-
wvhichi prodiioed, or led to, these perio-ds iii tny ont

cotintries were, in the main, similar to the causes or

es to whieh thvey, elsewhere, owed their ûr1iin.
the aimais of A ncient Greece and Borne aind one finds
Àf literary v ans distinguished beyonid others. If
iiirer' s researches 1,(, broughit down to nmore recent

ie wiIl be miet hy like phvnomiena. 'Modernî ItalV-

lier Iiterary period: Portugal, stmall and insignificant
that littie'Kingdorn niay be considered, lias yet had
-Y era to whkh(, hier children point Nwith pride. Spain,

s had h noble, intelleetual periodl in letters. France,

not long Iusequent to those soirnetiines regardud as

niest, hias hadl her literary eýra of greut richness, an'd
e mnay he said of othier lands.
careful enquliiry is made iinto the historY of those

sit will ho foundi, I think, thiat these phen1ornienal
of literary wealth have been preceded hy other

whliçh, though difTering in rniany respects, have mlitch

ty of character.
EngliAh Literature there have been four epochs whose


