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popularitv of the latter. It ouglht to be the common rallying field Now, after reading the al)ove stories, wiIl any unprejudicedof our University, the bosom of our Aima Mater. We have reader remain long of the opinion that science ie bebind westernpointed ont some changyes we think most caloulated to attain journalismn? It is a toss up which is the more veracious andthis end. We have opened, but far from exhausted, the subjeet. trustworthy. Wo shall have to wait, however, titi tise CliristmasLet the undergraduatos taoe àt up, and wo shail hope for the best crop of Snake, sea-serpent, and fieli stories are gathcred fromresuits. the American press before we cari pass. a final judgment.
Eiaic.

SCIENTIFIC ' SNAKE STORIES.'
People have Often wondered at the number, audacity, andreekiessness of erdinary newspapcr suake stories. This basbeen, doubticess, the resuIt of the genera] disregard for accuratcand reliable information whieh distinguishes the usual semi-

annual sea-serpent anecdote frorn other stories. The yarnswhich Mr. William Nye, the talented but eccentrie fabricator olthe Laramie Bjoomnerang, tells, are describcd by most people bya littie word of three letters which rhymnes witlî Mr. Nye's marne.American humorists-especially those residing in the free-and-
easy west-are usually considcred to be first-olass liars. Atleaet this is an inference which miglit lie drawn from the dia-racter of their writings, whicb partakeo, also, of the free-and-easiness of the aforementioned west. But this mav flot bie alogical deduction ; probably is not. The olil prov-erb eays:-Truth is stranger than fiction. This trite remark bas beenverified over and ovor again. It is our purpose to again
put it to the test.

Lot those of our roadors wbo are inclinod to share the general
belief that Nmerican humorists-esepciaîîy those Who dwell
West of the Mississippi-are incomparable and inimitable pre-varicaters, listen to thoso fairy-like inventions of modernscience, whichi its expouinders endoavour to palm off on a con-fiding and unsuspecting public as real and actuaI facts. Now,an ordinary person eau h~ave some sort of control and super-vision over a confirrned yarn-tellor of thc Western-Arnerican
specios: but the same ordinary person fits ntterly xvhen hoeundertakes to throttlo thse scientist and prove birn a romancer.
For, immediately ho sticks bis dissecting knife into the bodyof a ecientiflo bogey, tise scientist showers down upon theeniquirer after truth such a jargon of scientific terminoîogy, andSuchi an array of experimental testirnony, that tise luclilosssearcher after verity is fain to quit the field, and cry : bld,hiold ; enough.

Lot the aforesaid disbeliever in the probity of American
humoriets hereinbefore mentioned listen to the ]atest truc storyfrorn the literature of science. Mr. Romanes, in bis interosting
article on - Tise Darwinian Theory of Instinct" in tiec Nine-teenth Century, is its perpetrator :

IThere is a epecies of waep-hike inseet called tic Sphex h

LE PAUVRE HOMME!

Scene:-Chateau B]ue-Beard.
Tûne c.'-Sbortly hefore the entrance of the Two Brothers.

Mr. le Comte do Barbe-bleue loquitur.-When is a man going
to have peace and quietuess ! 1 amn getting to deteet these
farnsly -scones. Wornen nover -are calm in emorgencies.
Theme's Zuleika crying like mad in the next moom and of courseAnn is boo-hsooing to keep ber company. They ought to knowvif there's one thing I sirnply cannot bear it's a \voman cmying.It just sbattors rny nervos. But tbey nover did consider rnyfeelings. It's meet annoying to have them go on like that. Ido so like quiet, and I biad begun to think that Zu lie was going tobehave like a sensible girl, and be resi gnod and ail that..And theme sho is talking to Aun in suoli an excited way.

Poor Ann ! I arn se somry for bier. 1h will be suc/sa loss !She wilt bo sure to miss bier dear sister very much !They always did seem se fond of one another. But it's all berfault. I told bier in time, but slie wouldn't take advice. If sieonly bad moderated bier feelings and pursued tbe proper patiaIl would bave been different. How much longer I wouder ani1 ho be tormnted by the idle curiosity of woman.......
And hhey're ahl alike! Thero was little Selimîa. IIow fondshe was of me to ho sure ! Whah prehty white bauds sho biad!I hoped I had fouind biappiness at last tili that evoning, 1 cameborne and found bier at the wash-shand with lier hand ahI nastyand red. How shc hembled to ho sure, and £ was se tired! Ilwas such an exertion to . . *. rernove lier.

And there was Zorali wviLli liem black cyce, and-But I wonder why Zulie bias shopped crying and who Ann iscalling to, eut of the window. Wlsat an unladylike action!1What a thundering krsock at the front door !Ilcavens ! whata crashi ! !j1The dour is dowîî ! Thiat 'vmetch Aun muet bavesent word to lier precieus brothers. But I shall permit of DOfamily interfemence in my dornestie arrangements. Vhere's rnybeet scimihar ! ! V'II just step iu anti - - . sec Zuleika andthon PHi 1)0 ready to receivo hiem gentlornanly brothers. rTheidea of coming into iny lbeuse like this! It's the meet exces-sive pieco of impertinence....-.......eally beg your pardongentlemen, but te what may 1 ascribe the houer of this visit ?
flics away and finds a spider, whichi it stinge in the main nervo 

oIÉINcentre of the animal. This bas tIse effoct of paralysing tbespider witbout killing it. The Spbex thon carrnes the nowmohionlese spider te ite nursery, and huries it with the oggs. s wWhen tbe eggs hatch eut the gmubs feed on the Paralvsed preywbicb is thon alive, and therefore quihe fresh, althoi gb i rey,
nover heen able te move since the tirne wion it was buried "! I E A Y N ) SC F T F S C ,ýjy

And yet tho Westminster Reiev, in cemmcnting on Mfr LITERAR ANI Mr.NTIq BrOCIETY.ead]Romanes'~~~win teli o Mr.c [lisdrm' rriceadianngsac -h s on Friday evening, the SocietyRomaes'boo-ofwbih he atice ws a ahhrah~~hasthOmet on Tuesday afternoon hast in Mess Hall at s p.m. Mr. Daudacihy te say :-" The work wil repay carefuil reading, McaitVe-rslthough tise tmcatmcnh is lese original than mi [if 1 Ky, ssVc-rsdent occîîniea th i
expeched, and the cases discusse'd, thoughi ail strikling, areperhaps lees varied than migblt have been desimed "! But thon,
there is ne pleasing somo peeple.t hn

Another genuine Ilfieb"' stery je the folowing '-cc One of ticmeet intcresting Phosphorescent fishes is the Chiasnod us, a fishthat attaine the lenghh of enly 13 indce. The hep of its beadis tic principal ligh-giving organ, and its fins glearn wihphosphorescent liglit. Ih je net alone remarlkable as a ligit.giver.. 1h bas a jaw se arranged that it eau Seize fisi twjce itsown size and easily swallow them. Its shemach bas tic elashiequality cf lIndia rublier. 1h stretches te enormous proportions,and appears like a great transparentî balloon hanging under tiefisls mud containing its prey'

c a r[. i hcre was a largeattendance. The principal business before the meceting was tie selec-tien of the Reader, Essayist, and Speakers for the next Public.T[ho following gentlemen were elected te represent the Society on theI2th of Dccember next :-keader, Mr. C. C. Owen; Essayist, Mr. W. W.Vickers; Speakers, Messrs. Weir, Collins, Roche, and Hunter,«r. J. G. Ilelmes moved that Mr. Colin Fraser, a member of thegeneral committee, having heen absent fr01)) aIl meetings cf the col"-mittee, his seat ho declared vacant.
Mr. L. P. Duff rose te a point cf erder regarding the irregularity Ofthe whoe proeodings.
The-chairman, on tic motion being made, refused te read it from th'chair or te put it. Mr. fiolmies thon put his ewn motion, which W3'carried. The censtitutionality cf the proceedings has since been thesubject cf mnuch discussion, and will likely ho brouglit up) again at thenext meeting.
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