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contradiction wjth it. Miraculous and incoroprehen-
sible is this theory, but ail theories which pretend
to explain the heginniogs are so. They cannot
avoid recurring to the hypothesis either of spon-
taneous generation of matter, euergy and life of the

universe, or of the creation of it hv the watchmaker
of Paley's well known argument. But who made
the watchmaker? it is naturally asked. This ques-
tiorn neither von for 1 are prepared to answer and
as none can answer it many wiil disruiss the question
as untenable and absurd. We must confess the
question is above our reason. But what of the first
question ? Can any one of us show miatter, energy
or if e spontaneously generated ont of nothing ?
Certainly flot, and ail the progress of physics and
cheinistrý goes to prove how numerous are the
transformations of inatter and euergy and to cou-
firin the axinîn Ilex nihîilo ni/zil fit." Therefore in
being asked to believe in the spoutaneous generation
of matter, energy and life we are asked to believe in
somiething which is contrary to our reason, and
certainly contr 'ary to ail our experience. And of
the two creeds, the one above, the other against our
reason, we prefer the first, willirgiy admitting that
our present intelligence is unable to comprehiend
mnost of the phenomena we are acquainted wjth,
while at the samne tirne it is most reasonable for us
to expeét that the race wiil reach a more adequate
explanation and fuller interpretation of fadts which
are as yet beyond the grasping power of our in-
telleét. But the fa&t of bel.eving in the watch-
maker's existence which is forced upon us by the
laét that we have neyer yet seen anything couje
spontaneously into existence, does flot necessarilv
force us to accept the special rnethods in whichi the
watch was made, as assumned by the adhierents of
the special creation theory. And we cannot, s0
long as inatter and eliergy canuot be shown to arise
spontaneously ont of nothingness, upon any theory,
dispense with the existence of a Creator.

The third hypothesis is the hypothesis of Evolu-
tion. Here I quote Prof. Huxley's own words. It
"lsupposes that at any comparatively late period of
past time nur imaginary spectator (sopposed to he a
witness of the history of the earth) would meet with
a state of things very similar to that which now
obtains, but that the likeness of the past to the pres-
ent would gradually become less and less in propor-
tion to the remnoteness of his period of observation
from the present day ; that the existing distribution
of mouintains and plains, of rivers and seas, would
show itself to be the product of a slow process of
natural change operating upon more and more
widely different antecedent conditions of the minerai
framework of the earth ; until at length he would
behold only a vast nebulous mass representing the

constituients of the suni and the planetary bodies.
Preceding the forr'zs of life which n0w exist, our-
ob)server would see animais and plants, ot ideotical

with them, but like thexo ; iocreasiog their differeuce

with thieir aotiquity, and at the saine tinie hecouiog
siuxpler and sinipler until finally the world of life
woild prescrit oothing but that undittèreutiated
protopiasmnic miatter which s0 far as our present
knowledge goes, is the common founidation of al

vital activity."
To put it shortly the evolutionary Ixypothesis

means that mnatter and force, the entire world and
the life it contains-their past, prescrnt and future-
have been, are and will be, evolved by a process
without any speciai interference of a creator. This
is the saine as sayiog that there is no breachi of con-
tinuity in the inethods by which the prcsent exist-
ence of the universe lias taken place. The whole
process mright be compared to that whicli takes
place in the development of the higher animais out
of a semi-fiuid, comparatively homnogenieous sub-
stance which we caîl an egg.

Now embryology is inerely an evolotion and to
study the developmient of any given organisili is to
study its evolution fromi a single ceillegg cell to a
stage when it is capable of leadiug an independent
or semi-independent life. In rnany cases tins evo-
lution lasts some weeks, mionthis at the loogest ; and
in many cases breaks occur, the process being
stopped for a time and resumied later on. This
is the case in most butterfiies whose developinent
takes place in two or three stages, the last or adult
heing singularly short, soinetixues hardly exceeding
a few hours, durîng which reproduction is the only
function acoomplished, and indeed this stage seemns
to have no other object iui view.

Tadpoles hegin as fish, having gis and the circu-
latory systeio beionging to fishes, althougli destined
to becomne something very differeut fromn fisli. Is
there then not some intixoate relationship between
amphibians (frogs) and fishes, if axophibians hiave
not their origin in fishes, if amphibians are not
transtormed fishes ?
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SPORTS.
CNIAMPIONSIIIP GAME 0F TUE ONTAR~IO HOCKEY

ASSOCIATION.

QUEEN'S, 12 ; STRATFORD, 3.

T HE final Hockey match of the 0. H. A. was
plaved off on Wednesday, the 26th inst., when
Q~ueen's journeyed to Toronto and defeated

Stratfnrd by a score Of 12 to 3.
This is the second year (Jueen's bas won the

chamnpionship of Ontario and eachi timre no team
could compete with thei at ail closely. Last year


