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MIangetils gives anothier story on the atithority of an Fîîglislh bishiop, Who

tol(l it ta imi in 1685, ani at the saine time gave liitii aboaut Iif an mlince of the

gold \Vlnlih the alchiyiist hiad made-

-i\ stranger , m1eanlly (1cssedl, w'ent ta sî r. JI oyle, and af ter convcrsing for-

sonie tune about chemical prcss asked imii ta furnish, hi'n with antimeony ai

saine othier COmmuin substances. These ivere put juta a crucie \vhîchi was then

placed in a mielting furnace. .A's soon as they were fuised the strangcr thire\ a

powd(1r into the crucihie and instantly wcent ont, directing thc attendants ta let

the crucihie stay in the furnace uintil the fire died ont, ani promnisiflg ta return

shiortlv. TIhis hie neyer (lid -sa B oyle examuiieil the contents af t1w crucihie ani

ioutid thein ta have ail the properties of pure gold.'

il elvetitis ilus hî itiliis ýII rcIIs tells of anather invsterio)l5 stranger N\Ii

sliowe<l hmii a yehvpowder Nvhîich lie affirmled to be thle philosop)her", Stone.

Hie gave lielvetilis a po rtion (if it, \lih Nvhich I [elvetiins, iii the prescuce o f lis

«i fe andl son, converted six dî-achmns of lead inta \vhat a goldsiniith pranotunce(i

ta lie pure gol<l, whicli opinion was cOnlirmned liy Porelits., master of the 1)uti

inuiit, Nv'ho hiad the gold assaycd. - Irani ihison's I Iistory of Chienil5try'.

MIany suich stories -are on recordl, ail tol(l in dead earnest, lut rea(ling like

tales froin the Arabian Nights.

IBut skeptics there w'ere, and soîîîc of themi have puit themlselvcs on record.

'hle iii repuite of the alchemnist i the I 7th century is quaintly broughit ont i a w'ork

on the nmetals publishied lu I 683,-being a translation froni the Germnan wi thi

coinmients hy "Sir Tohin Pettus,, Kniglit. of the Society of the Mines Royal." Ilc

\vrites

4,o\\ 1 have ,Ilo\\vn the seven gradlations ta a chemnist (miner, Nvashier,

stamiper, melCter, liner, relinier, lîrover or assayer) . sa 1 intist tell yaul lie looks )n

hiiiself i a hiighier (legree and juistly definied, according tii the Lord Verullain;

for e tot oly now ail thiese seven gradations, but also kno\vs Iîowtaetat

ÇOuintess ences, or several miarvellouis Nvarks ont of ail, and if lie wvolld stol)

therc (as Erkerni doth) it w'ere \vell for hlmii, bult it scems lie canflot be content,

uniless lic attains ta the highi ]li.rir or I'ouder of J1j'icitiohî, or PhilosoPhCer's

S'tone, ,NIicli is bclievc(l ly somne of thiem to hiave a 1)o\\Cr of t,'alnsimtiflig or turn-

ing ail otlier nue taIs into goid; but by Nv-.fuil experience of samne ien's creduhlty,

instead of turning everything into gold they hiave tnirne(l all their gold into

nlothing,(eram.'

"Naxv as for the word Alclzunist, it is the saine thing Nvitli cheinist, but ulsual-

ly taken lu an imiperfect or i11 senlse (like BIen Jolhnsons, .Iiciiist'), i.c., one that

eau or preten(l ta coiniterfeit nietals ; so ta sumii up the chief term, an assaver

juuigelli of the purity of mectals, and the chemlist im"Proves tlîis puirity ta spirits,

qIuntessences, virtuies, &c. But the alchimist countcrfeitq anI ad lulterates theîin,

l)y niaking thein alipear ta be pure whichi reallv are nlot pure, butt mnixed Nvith other

soiphistications (Veruilaml . Mf this latter auotr authar (Erckerfl, whiose book

I ettuls e(ilts and' ampli .fies) is not guilty ; so as lie stands for a renowned assay

iMaster, a gîuud cheinisi. and aile tlhat tunderstoo(î, but wvas not a soplisticating

alcieinisl , nor a lapidariali philosoîpher, or mnetaphsiW,.ýl pa tr

(T'o..be contimied).


