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whmle cf littlo ai tistic valno, aithooghi striking situations

aîîî passagos cf raro poctic mneut cccasionaiiy tîccor.

Net to oenter iiite a îletauled ai ialysis er ceiitsrisoii of

tlîcîî aIl, it imiay lie said tita lt tîte only thread wîielt per-

vados aîîd hitîts thoeniiele tîgetlier, is l"aust's sorroîtîer

cf hiînscif toeovil, allegorized by lus conjutrationi cf and

bar-gain witlî the lievil in vai ionis forms. Ris mnotivo

is gecraiiy a seltisît one. Lt is to gratify kils baser de-

sires ;to sec tue werild to lietter kils w'erldlly uircumstaii-

ces ;te take vengeance oii lus ondulies; or oftcoer to gain

nnliimuited kiiewiedgc, wlîich the I)evil caniiot

always giatnt. Ho aise oses luis power for philanthropie

putrposes, for tlîe beitft cf lus relatives tir country ; or

cf lunmaoity at large. 'Ilese weil noant efforts, thenghi

at first crewîued witu apparent soccess, finaily eod iii

disappeintmnent aîud disaster, as if tho end did not always

justify the ineatus. i ;nerally, iii acerîlace witb poctie

justice, F"anst pays bis forfeit, cccii when lie soeks to

bonefit bis fcllows. %Vbcen lie is savoîl, it is thrmoglî tîte

intercession of thto sools cf departed fricnds, soggested,

denhtiess, hy tîte siînilar catastrophe cf (ethe's pocin.

Lot us now tomn or attentien te this wcrk. The pro-

duiction cf it oxtends ever the wholo period of the pcet's

literary activity. Goecthe was bori, ini 1749, miii lic (110(

iii 1832. Ho hegan bis F~anst iii 1773, sud floished

shortly hefore bis death. The peni is. in a measoro, tîte

reflection of bis cwîî life, oii its retiective as woll as on its

active side, and te a certain oxtent that cf hoînity.

Between tue twe parts of wbiclb it is coipesed, there 18

a markcd ilifforenco, corrcspondiog to tho poot's life.

The first part, a great porticon cf wbich 'vas coînposed

doring the actter's yootlî, is aîîiitttct ly tîte glow anti

viger tif carly ouaolood, ani( contaiuus the îîîest petical

and powerfol passages cf the dranta, wluilc the actioîn

scare m y lags fer- a momnt. It the secoînî part, tîte pro-

duet cf later years andl riper experietie, tîte verso, lefty

as it goîuerally is, 18 îfteu friglîl, the allcgory coiniplieated,

the tiisqoisitîos nuerons, aind, as wo sîtaîl soc, linity cf

action, theokh oct cf ides, Iargoly waiutmug. Yet cf the

twc parts tItis is, porhaps, tîte greator, if net the botter

kuîown, amtd the cite which shoulul give the pcemn its lîigb

plac in the litcrary prodoctiens cf tîte wcrid.

The action cf tîte whele play îîuay hoe said, in the words

cf the I' l'relude at tue Tiîcatre," te m'loe front Hacon

tbreoghi Eaith te lIell. Its mîotive is placed 10 Hcavcn,

wbore, iii imitation cf the bock cf'J oh, permîissionî te teînpt

Fanst is givon by the Lord to Mophistophelos, the spirit

cf negation, whe appears aîuoîîgst luis angeis with tîte

request, hecansc, as hoe says:
R is fitncy bornies hina afar,

Of bacen hoe asks its higbest star,

Self-willed sud speiied lu otad porsoit,
0f eartu doînands its fsirest froit,

And aIl that heth eau guve suppiied,
Boehold hint. stili nnss.tisfiod."

The permission is givon. bot tuc Lord warns that "A

gcod inuu, cleuîled thogh luis seoses hoe by errer, is no

willing slave te it."

The sebjeet cf this discussîon appears hy night in is

study in cap sud gown as an cld oniversity professer,

bewailing tîte barren rosuits cf bis extensive studios in

philosophy, law, miedicine, and tbcolcgy. As a cose-

quonce hoe bias dlevoted hiniseif te magie, by menus cf

which hoe n0W stulns befoe buei tho inighty spirit of

eartli, that is, oif iiature. Bot at the siglît of lus coiister-

niation, this terrible vision vanistOs witli tue conteiptuous

words '' NI an, thon art like the spirit whoîn thmon con-

oeivest not Ie."' As hoe breaks ont jute reprettehos

against hinîseif for- lus weakness, hoe is interriîpted by the

ontrance of his assistant, WVagner, tue spiiit of pedaîitry,

whe inîaginod lie hiad heard lus master deelaîinig a Grcek

tragodly. Bot after this intori option, bis thouglits revert

to tlîeir fermer objeet. Ris roal impotence coîoparod with

lils nii)neo aspirations, deprosses lîim s0 f lat lie

reselves tn seok in the other werlii that enlighitimeît

wliich is denied liîsî iii this 0on0.

ILot this last drauglit, the prodoot of my skill,

My cwn froecehoiee bo qoaffod witb resolote will,

A solenin festive gîootinig te tho coming dlay."

Buit the chorcu bouls on Easter iiîoruhîg, caling the

faitbfol te lirayer, and the sonind of a chorois of voicOs

reiniud lîim of tito fair faith cf lus chîldhood, aid cause

hlmi te arrest his biaud aid te bteur lonîger with tue liîîîi-

tations of life.
On the afternoonocf this saîine Easter Soiidlay a îîotley

throng of citizens are promenaulifg beoe the city gato

ecjoying the halîny air of spriog. Accontpanied hy

WVagner, Faust joins tli, bot looks "ponl their gayety

witlî centeiupt. rlany of lus fellow-eitizens, novortho-

loss, greet hlm wai;nly as tlioy recognizo in ini the

geocrons lionofactor who, with ]lis father, a colebratedl

phiysician, hll lîhorally dispoletie assistanîce and nicdi-

cino in a tiîne of distress and sicknoss. '[bis pi aise seunds

like nîockery to Fanst, wluo knows that their inedicine lîad

killedl moi e tluaî it cored. On thoir way iotino in tue

oveiiing tue strango mîoveinouits of a lîlack poodie follow-

ioig thonu attract tlîeir attention. Sotinewliat seotbcd by

bis îvaik, Faust is dispoed to troat titis friondless ccir

kioîlly aiiî takes lhîîi iîîto lus stmîly. Bore his deubts

and yoarnimgs rotnirn. Te still thi ie hlias recorse te

Revolatioii, whieli hoe tlîiîîks is liuwliore se înanifest as in

the New Testament. H-e opons it iii the original at tlîe

hogiîuning of John, whicli lie translates into bis mother

togue :' In i the hegiutuiig w as tîte word." Bot as

''word" dees tnt seoin te hriog huet to the first source,

hoe tries "lsonso," thon "l power. " IlPowor," howovor,

(1005 not brirîg liiini te tho fttint».io luead, se, by a pecoliar

proess of reasonuiug, hoe arrives at "act :" ''In the hegin-

uîiog wvas tlîe act." 'ie peedle whe, doîing tîtoso

attcnîpts. hadl been showing sighs cf restlessness, now

swells ot te the dimensions of aîî enornîtoos bcast, which

confirins Faost's flrst sospicionts as 'te bis nature. Ho,

tbcreunp, proceeds te exorcise hint whon lie assoutes the

forîîî cf a taavelling schîilar, Moplîistophelos by naine,

who, in oxplanation cf wlîat h0e is, bays:

"ll'art cf the part ain I which at the flrst was ail,

A part cf darkîîoss which gave birth to light,

Prend light whe now bis mother wooid eoithrall."

,Withoot success lie adds, for iight is heundi up with

matter, and hoe says forthcr:
"lAnd se I trust wben conmes the final wreck,

Light wili ere long tlîe docîn cf nuatter share."


