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Current Topics.

The celebration of the 81st anniversary of

The Bage of )
the battle of Lundy’s Lane, and the unveil-

L“ndY'B Lane.

Y the 3 ing of the sple'ndid monument now erected
Who o] overnment of Canada in honour of the brave ones
Y aty ‘on the field that 11'1em01:a1)1e day, took place yester-
ving a‘s;rloon at the Lane, an immense concourse of peopl.e
Neng embled together. A distinguished array of promi-
. SPeakers were present, the Secretary of State represent-

Mg the (1 .
on he (anadian Government.

fOrm all

In the course of his speech
Me., Montague, in the name of the Government,
riea] :Y% Oi?litvered the m?nument to th.e Tundy’s Lane His-
o ’e&ﬁtife y. A plefmng feature ?t the gnreab event was

ul wreath of evergreen which was discovered upon

1€ 1y
Mument when it was unveiled.

The despatch just published, giving the
views of the British Government, as ex-
pressed in the minute of the late Secretary
olonies, Lord Ripon, upon the trade resolu-
by a majority of the representatives of the Col-
scon:: the Ottawa, Conference, is, so far as Canada}. at least
it 5 trumed’ a very important document. These views fu'e,

& those of the Minister of a defunct Administration.
(XE:}HOW no reason for believing tha:t those of the Br%tish
ifforen; entas now constituted will be likely to be materially
o ﬁrst' As our readers know, it has seemed to us from
othey Oextremely improbable that the statesmen of the

Ountry would, under any circumstances, favourably

Consigey, R o L e
Tanyg, policy which, in the language of Lord Ripon’s
. y &«
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l‘et’el‘entlal Trade
g‘“&tions_
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Worgig) Ivolved a complete reversal of the fiscal and com-
Centy, fystem maintained by Great Britain for half a
British Governments are slow to reverse the

1a] Telgt; Predecessors in matters involving foreign and colon-
10ns,

a‘“’ﬂ-l‘e
y b
thejy hat Lo

Setion

Nor is there any indication, so far as we are
rd Salisbury, or Mr. Chamberlain, or any of

a't'eri:]’lleilgu‘es, hold opinions in rvespect to trade policy
It g a.y different from those of their predecessors in office.
Ofinber.i S Well, therefore, be taken as settled that the policy
8% the "perial and intercolonial trade, approved and adopted
OPinjgy, . 2Wa Conference, is impracticable and hopeless. The
"lending ven of those who united in originating and recom-
respect to 18 policy will, no doubt, differ materially in
&g o the relative importance of this part of their scheme,

Tespect to the extent to which its rejection affects

It would, there-
fore, seem to be necessary for tiiem, as the next step, to re-

the whole plan of which it formed a part.

consider the whole matter, and determine whether it 1is
essential to their scheme, and whether they shall reconstruct
bhat scheme with a view to the abandonment of this part of
it, or shall resolve to persevere in pressing it upon the atten-
tion of the Home Government, in hope of its ultimate
adoption.

Recent despatches from Montreal contain

L Wats in thi .
o Tater ™ T the somewhat alarming statement that the

St. Lawrence
water in the harbour is almost unpre-

cedentedly low for this time of year, and is still falling at the
rate of about an inch a day. Tt iy, therefore, not to he
wondered at that ship-owners and other business menin that
city are viewing with some anxiety and alarm the approach-
ing completion of the Chic;ngo drainage canal. Should the
effect of this canal be to lower the level of the lakes only two
and a half inches, accordiug to the estimate of the engineer
in charge, this itself, under the circumstances indicated, will
be a serious matter. We presume that the Dominion Gov-
ernment are taking such measures as may be deemed desir-
able to call the attention of the British and United States
authorities to the matter. It is encouraging to know that
some of the cities on the other sides of the lakes and of the
St. Lawrence are quite as deeply interested in the question
Yet it is evident that there
If there is real danger of material

damage to Montreal and other cities from the reduction of

as those on the Canadian side.
is no time to be lost.

the depth of water in the lakes and river, it would seem
that the time for vigorous protest is before rather than after
the completion of the candl. What would seem most desir-
able is that there should be a friendly conference between
representatives of the Mother Country and Canada, and of

the United States, respectively, in order to settle clearly, if
possible, what are the extent and the limits of the rights of
border nations, in the matter of deflecting portions of the
water of boundary lakes and rivers. In this, as in most
other affairs, an ounce of prevention costs much less and is
worth much more than a pound of cure.

Another week of ~ elections
leaves it heyond question that the Unionist
majority will be as large, if not larger,
than the most sanguine friends of the new Ministry hoped
or predicted. Apparently the most dubious questions will
now be whether the disparity in the strength of the two
parties is not likely to he greater than is compatible with
the best working of the party system of government. It is
very likely, however, as we have before observed, that the
inherent differences in the opinions and principles, and still
more in the habits of thought and feeling, of the two great

component elements of the Parliamentary majority, may, to
some extent,supply the place of a strong and compact Opposi-
tion. The educational policy of thie new Premier, if we may
forecast it from some of his recent utterances, will be one of
those questions which bid fair to put the strength of the
bond which unites the two elements of the party to a pretty
sovere test. Lord Salisbury has not !rxes 1.tated to d'ecla_re
himself in favour of religious and dénominational teaching in

in England
Education in
England,



