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SN E of the aioiiialîcs of thîis city is discovered Ly a joui'
")ney to tlae top sti'y of tlic Caniadian institute. Tlieie,

iii a î'ooni that is but littie visitc'd, is one of the fiîîest etlîol-
n ica collections iii tlîe world. It conmpr'ises indian relics

gratliered froin all poinuts iii Onîtario anîd fî'oîi places far' lie
yoiid Ontario's ouiîdaiis. Tieu'e aie fragmniits of ancieiît
pottery and priceless wliole specinielis of pottei'y. Tlîeîe is
a splendid collection of Indiau pipes, Inclian weapoîus, Ijidian
tools. Theu'e is a unique collection of Aztec reniains.

Thuis collection is tlîe work of ycars of loviîig tescaucli
on the part of Mi'. David Bloyle, one of thie Lest known etlîîo-
logists of tbe continenit ; a mîani wlîo is iii cori'ospondî'îîce
w itlî the fo'eiîost etlinologîical scliilai's of tlîo world. li e
lias toiled iii season and out of seasoui to niake tlîis collectioni
wvlat it is. Coiisidcring- its value fron an liistoî'ical poinît
of view it ouglît, as a mîatter of course, to Le set out in cases
iii a piopel' museui. 1f it wcî'c it would bc ail attractionî
tliat people would conic mtiles to sec ; that would give inter-
est to tbis city arîd u'aise it iii thue eyes of the u'orld. It is
sucli a collectioni as Paris, Lonidonî, New Yoirk, Phiiladclpliia
or Chicago would Le (leligylite(l to possess.

Tfhe anoîiialy is tint there is not enougli public spirit

on thie paît of the city oif Toronto to take hiold of it. Thei'e
is imot a jiienîbci' of the Onitario Govcrnineîit wlîo would lift
a finger to keep tItis uiîpai'alled set of relics froin goiuîg to
destruction by flue, or froin Lcing lost Iîy caî'elessîîcss. Tlîe
Canadin fristitute recognizes its v alue anid lias spelit Sonle
nioney iii niaking the collection, but it lias not sulicient
funds to place it wliere it ouglît to Le iii a properly appointed
museuml.

Surely thiese illustr'ationis of tbe past lîistoiy of Caniada
are wortby of pî'eseî'vatioîî. Somne day xvben the flre belîs
ring and thie top story of the Canadian T.nstitute is seen in
flames, we shaîl alI couic to the conîclusion tlîat if ever tbere
were fools iii the world we are tbey foi' suffiig a collection
whiclb, for vai'iety and excellence, xviii really compare witlî
anythiing of the kiuid ini thie woî'ld tu Le su, badly lioused.

A friend of mine had been living conifortably in bis
î'ented hiouse for mnor'e thari a year wlien Lie was confî'onted
tbe other day by a perenîptory deniîand for taxes due Ly tbe
landlord and amounting to a suin equal to several nîontbs'
rent. This samie landlord biad always taken particular caî'e
to collect the rent promptly, but bad griven my friend îîo
inkling of tbe fact thiat le was short of nioney and could not
pay bis taxes. When told of the circuuîîstances bie simîply
said bie liad no nîoney. -

My friend was contenplating reîîîoving his residence.
H1e now saw that unless Lie went on living in tbe house lie
would bave no chance of recouping bimself, supposing lie
paid tliese taxes that the landlord owed. While lie was
thinking wbat was the Lest thing for himi to do, IlbI and be-
hiold," a Lailifi' was put in tlîe bouse and signified his interi-
tion of sending for an express wagon and carting off My
friend's furniture if the taxes were not at once paid. And
on investigation îny f riend found tlîat there were other dues
for ground-rent for whicb bis furniture was liable to Le
seized. The abominable injustice of the situation is mani-
fest. It would appear tlîat unless we, xvbo live in rented
bouses, make constant coquinies as to whetber city taxes are
paid Ly our landlords we are liable to an instant demand for
perlîaps hundreds of dollars thiat we neyer owed.

Tlîe street-corners are cleaner now tlîan thîey were, so
that it is a little pleasanter to, linger about when a friend
lîcaves in sigbt and lias a word or two to, say. Tbe only
people 1 try to avoid are the quidnuncs wbo have notbing to
do0 but exist, wbo have a comfortable incoune, and wbo corne
down town every day just to seeI "wbat's on " auud to bore
Lusy people.

Tbese people are always trying to get some sensation
into tlieir jelly-fish personality by drawing on your stock of
vitality. They say IlWeIl! wbat's the Lest word V" and im-
mediately compose themnselves for a long gossip. They are
wandering stars, slow-bellies, exerescences on busy life.
Tbey neyer did anything for nie and if they want conversa-
tion let themn go and get it with those of thîeir own sort.
I hike to see old buflers talking to eacli other, but they

should know better than to seek to cast thiiej flabby tCil-
tacles aî'ound live aîîd busy mien.

\i1rs. Langtry's portrait as plastered arounid the citY 01n
wva]is and] boards seemns to be an adnmirable preseîîtation of
the chîanateeris tics of tlîat înuch talked of w'oîuan. -But 1
have seen many waslierwonien wbose face., were far pleasait-
er to the disceringi eye. Wliy don't we plaster drawiflgS
of tiiese on our vacant spaces ? 1 stanld up for the
gYood 01(1 lard working xvaslierwornen. -

Adieu for a tiîne to posturing ;estlîeticisuîî and the seIiisc
less caîît of art. Pbilistinismn is a tlîousand Uinies better,
Lad as Pijilistmnisin is. But dIo îîot let us lose siglit, inl ou"
panic, of the art tlîat is pure, and lîonest, and saîle, anîd con-
solatory. Let us send hîysterical liniis to Hades and clierisil,
ouily the healthy and virile. DIOGENElS.

Letters to the Editoi'.

TIHE COPY RIGHTf QUEKx1'0N.
To the Editor of The Weeki

SuR I-itl<'itowe luqve Lad only expressions of opin io1
froîin publishiers anid politicians iii the bunt for votes, andJ the'
vital point at issue lias Leen ('omplete]y iîo'd

I t is îlot a question wlîctlier a wvroîîg lias Leeui done to
Canjada ILv liot allowing lier to legrisiate as to copyright, '10"'
wliethicr United States ?publisbers -are to Le allowed to flood
the Canadian mnarket witlî Britisht autho's' works printed iii

the Unitcd States, but tbe crucial question is,, wvletber the
autiior, engravers, printers, scuiptors and pliotographers of
the country are to lie <eprived of the vast benefits of the
Berne Convention at the bidding of a few clamorous publislV-
ers. Wlien a cause is Lad, false cissues are alwavs raised. It
dloes tiot niatter one iota to the public wliere the books are
printed and Lound, provided they are cbeap) and good, and it
nmust Le conceded that we can get a clîcaper and better cla-sS
of work froîn Europe and the United Sta tes.

Last year I liad the privilege of paying Cariadiaui pub-
hishers about $1,100 for a limited issue of a work on the
Patent Law of Canada, somie of whichli as beeîî sold ini

European countries, as well as in the United States, and il)Y
attention bas Leen drawn to copyright inatters, both as a

lawyer and iii ny daily practice as a Solicitor of Patents,
and mny firin, Bidout & Maybee, is even now procuring CaIl-
adian and Europeani copyrights for a client for a work of
universal interest ; so 1 dlaimi to be botter posted generallY
tban tlîe public wbo are ignorant of the rights wlîicli are
being thrown away to obtain this mongrel Act of 1889, by
the pasýsing of wbicb our membersbip iii Uie Berne Coniven-
tion is severed, and our privileges destroyed. By siinply Ob-
taining- a Canadian copyright the protection of the courts,
without furtheî' registration, is ohtained tbrougliout th,
United Kingdoni and all its Colonîies and possessions, also
iii Belgiuui, France, Gernîany, Jtaly, Spain, Switzerlafld,
Luxembourg and otlîer places. lIn the recent case
Haî'fstuungel v. Baiiies & Co., 1895, J.A.C., p. L0, "The
Empire Theatre Living Picture Case," the righit of suit In
British Courts was conceded to a German copyrighter, al'
tlîoughi no registration had taken place under the British'
Copyright Act. The only condition precedent to obtaining
copyright in the foregoing countries is that the formalities
prescribed by law in the "lCountry of Origin " must be col"'
plîed witlî ten years are allowed witbin wlîich tranislatiofl
may be mîade, and authorized translations are protected tbe
sanie as original works.

By the British Act of 184L), copyright xvas obtailiable
coveriing aIl the Colonies, etc., provided the work was first

(or sinîultancously) publislîed iii tlue United KingdIou, and
it was iininaterial wlîetlîer it xvas printed in the Ujnited

Kiîigdorn or whetlîer it was written Ly a British subject Or
not; tlîis lias evcr since been the policy of British statesmfle è
who aimed at the benefit of the masses and the e0 00 urage
ment of ait and literatuî'e iii the country; printei's and pub-
lisliers could not dictate the policy of tlîe (iovernment to
suit tlîeînselves as unfortunately bias been the case both 11
tbe United States and Canada. Why sbould Canada at the
biddiuug of publishers, printers and a portion of a noisy press
pursue a policy of isolation and make this country take a
step backward of fifty years towards the Dark Ages toPaé
der to a few who will neyer benefit mucli by the Act 0"
1889, if it ever sbould become law. There have been Inter-
national Copyright Acts in the United Kingdom,
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