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at His Grace's invitation, from Montreal, and opened a
home far girls, whicb is intended to be the beginning of
an important an(i extensive institution.

Ail the buildings mentioned above are within the limits
of the City of Hlalifax, but the sphere of activity bas
extended to ail the eleven counties over which His Grace's
direct jurisdiction extends. In those counties tweive new
churches have heen erected, most of tbem bandsome build-
ings, and some of tbemn expensive. A thirteentli is now
building at Dartmouth. Fifteen glebe-houses have alaso
been erected, and a considerable quantity of real estate
bas been acquired for churcli purposes. A college, intended
especially for French-speaking Acadian students, has been
established at Churcb Point, in tbe district of Clare, in the
County of Digby. This institution is under the charge of
a coiony of Eudist Fathers, f rom Angers in France. An
academy for girls, under the care of the Sisters of Cbarity,
lias also been opened at Bermuda during the present year.
As if te show that he had not ceased to combine in a
remarkabie and most unusual degree the qualities of a
man of books witb those of a man of action, Arcbbishop
O'Brien gave to the press in 1890, IlAminta," a drama in
blank verse. No reference lias been made, in the fore-
going imperfect record of Hia Grace's work during the past
ton years, to bis exempiary discbarge of what may hc
called the routine duties of bis high office, to tbe pastoral
visitations and letters, and the many spoken addresses
delivered to various sections of his scattered flock ; and
nothing bas been said of bis numerous public utterances,
of a non-officiai character, tbrougb the press and f romn the
platform ; but the record as given is enough to stamp the
Arcbbisbop as a man of wonderful energy and great busi-
ness capacity. Our admiration must be increased wben
we know that it is the record of one wbose bodily beaith
is neyer robust, and wbo, during most of the period wbicb
it covers, bas been under medical treatment.

The cburcbes, schools, glebe-houses and other buildings
erected and the various properties acquired for churcb
purposes speak for tbemselves as to the character of wbat
may be called the materiai activity of Arcbbisbop O'Brien.
0f the resuits of bis intellectuai energy, those wbo bave
net read or beard bis published writings or utterances will
be able to judge only after some account of tbem, whicb
on the present occasion must needs be brief and somewbat
superticial. His earliest, and in some respects most impor-
tant work, is the IlPhiiosophy of the Bible Vindicated,"
publisbod, as aiready mentioned, in 1876. As an alter-
native titie that of IlOutlines of Christian Pbilosophy "
might have been given to it, and its scope can ho fairly
gatliered from the following description, contained in the
prefaco to the work: .IlBriefly outlined the Chris.'ian sys-
tem of pbilosophy in this: ' Thero exists an infinite, noces-
sary, intelligent Being wbo, of His own free will, created
ail contingent things ; tbese He rules by His providence
and cares for in His love. Man is the lord of visible
creation ; ho is the work of the Most Higli, and is endowed
with freedom of wili and an immortai soul. A law bas
boon imposed upon him by bis Creator; by its observance
he can menit reward, by its trangression lie wiil incur con-
dign punishment. Viewing man bistorically the moral
necessity of a revelation is made rnanifest ; God can reveal,
He bas, in fact, revealed. Miracles are possible, and tbey
are one of the evidences of revelation. No one truth can
contradict another, bence botween reason and revelation
there can be ne real contradiction'." The work is very
tborougb in its character. Starting frein tbe tbree funda-
mental truts-our own existence, our ability to know witb
certainty soino trutb, and that a thing cannot both be and
net be, under the same conditions at the same time; it
preceods step by stop to buiid up in a logicai inannor the
aystem outlined in the above extract from the preface. The
various necessary propositions are establisbed clearly and
forcibly. The style is concise, vigerous and remarkably
free from tbe obscurity se often found in phiiosophical
treatisea. Tocbnical terms are used only wbon necessary
and neyer without satisfactory explanation, and the book
as a wbole forms a complete manual of Christian phil-
osophy, wbich may be read understandingiy by any person
blessed witb an average intellect and an ordinary English
education. So far as the writer is aware, it is the only
work of wbicb so much can be truly said. It is used to
some extent in certain colleges, as suppiementary te the
regular text-books, but bas not bad tbe circulation amengat
the general Cathloic public which was wished for and
which it deserves. This is probably due in a great measure
te the fact that the work bas beon aleowed to stand alto-
gether on its own monita; and everyone knows that tho
growtb in popularity of the best book is slow wben not
belped by judicious advertising.

"Aftor Weary Years," aitbough not pubiisbed until
1885, was, as we are informed in the proface, completed
in 1879. It is a volume of some four bundred and tbirty
pages, but, as the pages are not large, and the type is of
good size, can bo read in a few hours. It is a work whicb
is aoinowhat difficuit to clasaify, altbougb probably most
readers wouid caîl it an bistonical romance. The plot is
simple. Two Irish coupes-Mr. and Mrs. John Leaby,
and Mr. and Mrs. Barton-are settled aide by aide on tbe
banks of the Saint Lawrence. The Leaby couple have a
son, Morgan, and a daugliter, Eleanor, both full grown
when tho stery begins. Tbe Bartons bave had a son, Denis,
who disappeared mysteriously wben about five years oid.
Mr. Barton bas died, and Mrs. Barton, wbo feela convinced
that ber son stili lives, bas waited througb many weary
years for bis return, wbicb she does net cease te hope for.
Filied witb this hope, and feeling a great affection and

admiration for Eleanor Leahy, slie induces this fair young
neighbour to pledge herseif not to become engaged to any
one other than Denis Barton for a period of three years
from the Christmas next following the opening of tbe story,
whicb is in October of 1866. Morgan Loahy feels called
to the priesthood, but, on learning that the temporal power
of the Pope is in danger, thinks it bis irst duty to belp to
defond that, and accordingiy sails to Europe and joins the
Papal Zouaves. Lu this corps bis greateat friend is called
Lorenzo Aldini, and is known as tbe son of Giovanni
Aldini, a weil te do nesident of Marino, a village lying
sonme distance to tbe eastward of Rome. In neality the
so-cailed Lorenzo Aldini is Denis Barton, wbo bad been
kidnapped on the banka of the Saint Lawrence many yeans
before, at the instance of Giovanni, who had tben recently
lest bis wife and a son whom young Barton mucb resem-
bled. Mrs. Barton and ber young friend Eleanor visit
Rome in 1869, and the latter and Lornzo Aidini fail in
love witb one another ; but Eleanor is nestrained from
accepting bim by ber promise to Mrs. Barton, tbe terra
covered by wbicb bas not yet expined. In 1869 Giovanni
Aldini dies, leaving a written statemont for Lonenzo's
information ; but this dees net reacli Lorenzo until 1871,
baving been stolen from Giovanni's bed-cbamber imme-
diately after bis deatb by a rascaily old Jow named Ezra.
(Jpon receiving Giovanni Aldini's statement, Lorenzo or
Denis Barton loses no time in niaking bis way to Canada,
whitber Morgan Leahy bad îreceded bim, and seeking bis
mother, who is rewanded for ber weary years of waiting
by the retunn of ber son and bis subsequent marriage to
Eleanor.

Upen the slender tbread of this plot tbe autbor has
hung descriptions of Canadian and Italian scenery, some of
themn striking and eloquent ; patriotic, reiigious and moral
neflectiens, witb whicli in tliemselves few couid quarrel ; a
littie political economy, and much bistory of an eventful
and citical period in tbe life of Italy and of the Catholic
Cburcb. The descriptions of the feelings of the people of
the Papal States towards the Pope, of tlie characters and
plots of the nevolutioniats, of the motives and bravery of
those wbo fougbt for Pius the Nintb, and of the defeat of
the Garibaldians, at Mentana, in 1867, and the attack of
the Sardiinian troopa upon Rome in 1870, are lively and
most interesting ; and, coming from one wbo lived in Rome
during the period spoken of, may bo relied upon as substan-
tially in accord witb the facts. In the preface, written in
1885, Archbisbop O'Brien toelas bis neaders tbat Il there
is but littie of fiction in the following pages. Historie
places aud events are accurately deacribed, more acctirateiy
than in the average bistory." Lt can hardly be said that
tbe work taken as a wbole bas scbieved any snarked succesa
in the way of popularity. Most people nowadays prefer
to take their fiction undiiuted. A littie history may ho
toleratod, but no more. Anytbing like moralizing, unles
it ho in semething like Tbackeray's peculian vein, is not to
ho endured ; and, 1 am satisfied, that, with ail Scott's
gonius, were the Waverley Noveis te ho now publishied for
the firat time, their reception by the general novel-reading
public wouid ho far f rom entbusiastic. Lt is not thon to
ho wondered at, tbat Arcbbisbop 0'Brien's publication, in
wbich fiction forma only a liglit framework te enclose a
variegated tapestry of history, tbeology, philosopby and
other grave sul~Jects, should bave appoaled witb only
moderato succeas to that same public. Had the work heen
avowedly bistorical, and bad it heen pubiished unden some
titie indicating tbat it was an acceunt of Rome from 1866
to 1871, by one wbo bad lived there during those critical
yeans, it would bave attracted a different clasa cf roaders
and gained a popuiarity and a permanent place in the
literature cf our day, wbich al the autbor's knowledge and
ability bave failod te win for IlAfter Weary Yoars." t
is tbe hope of the writer that His Grace, amongst bis
manifold occupations, may yot flnd time to prepare a second
and enlarged odition of the historical portion of that work.

Il Mater Admirabilis," publisbed in 1882, is a state-
ment cf the Catholic doctrine as te the bonour paid te the
Virgin Mary and of the scriFtural and other reasons upon
wbicb that doctrine is based, followed by a short treatise
containing advice and directions as te the practice cf deve-
tien te our Lady. This îe net the place te deal at any
iongtb with sucb a werk ; but one may ho permitted te say
that it is botb interesting and instructive, and a book tho
reading cf whicb by pensons outside the Cburch would do
mucli te remove the many misapprebensiens wbich tbey
entertain as te C atholic devotion te the Virgin. Thougb
short, it is most satisfactory, and says mucb in a small
space.

Il t. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr," issued from the press
in 1887, is a bnief bistory of a saint fer wbom Arcbbishcp
O'Brien bas an especial admiration and devotion. The
writiug of this littie book bas, therefore, undeubtediy been
in every sense a labeur of love. St. Agnes, a mere girl,
was martyred about tbe year 304, during tbe prosecution
of Diocletian. Many circumatances tended te mako ber
martyrdom remarkable and te excite devotion to ber
memory. We are toid in tbe littie work new under notice
that: "'Over the romains of Agnes a public churcli took
the place cf the underground eratory during the neign cf
Constantine. Witb a liglit change of ferm and somewliat
eniarged it exista now, and is looked upon as one cf the
moat intorosting of ail Rome'a churches on account cf the
preservation of the forma into wbicb it was reduced hy
Pope Symmachus in 498."~ Judging fnom tbe account of
the celobratien of ber feast given in IlAfter Weary Years,"
Saint Agnea would appear te ho a particularly popular

saint in Italy ; and Arcbbishop 0'Brien's bock is intended
te populanize devotion te ber in Canada.

"lAminta, a Modern Lifo Drama," is the last work
pubiisbod by Arcbbisbop O'Brien. The henoine and beo,
Aminta and Coroman, are hoth at the opening of the poemn
Agnostics, on sometbing of tho kind, and b5th find eartbly
goods te ho

Like Dead Sea fruit that tempt the eye,
But turn te ashes on the lips.

Aminta lives with ber fathon in a mansion by the sea, in
the neighbourhood cf which she is nescued froin the vio-
lence cf Gonzalez, an eutlawed lover, by Coroman, wbo
has ju4t been nevolving in bis ewn mind the question cf
suicide. An intimacy springs up hetween Aminta and
Coreman, which the young lady's father disapproves of,
Ceroman, bowever, rows every evening te the wall cf
Aminta's nesidence and holda conversations witb ber
througli the telephone. After this bas gene on fer a time.
Coroman, for some unexplained reason, summanily dopants
from Metiz. Aminta is in despair, but after some time, in
a great measure tbrougb the influence cf a friend namcd
Mathilda, becorues a Catholirj. Coroman, after several
yeans cf I"reaming witb a bungry beant," meets at Rome
witb Gonzalez, new a monk; Mathilda, a nun, and Aminta
and anether lady friond named Rosina, both Cathoiics ;
and finaliy decides te join the Churcb bimseîf. Ail are
now comparatively happy and tbe poeem ends, leaving us
te understand that the fates cf Aminta and Coroman are
te ho united. There are many eloquent passages in the
poem, wbicb want of space forbida one to quote - but, in
erder te givo some idea cf tho character cf the Arcli-
bishop's verse, the foilowing linos are submitted:

To God we gladly leave death's heur,
Hisl every counsel is the best;
Yet eïight we make this eue reqilest,

Te fade with grass and leaf and flower;
Ou semne Octeber day te die
When eun-decked earth emniles te the 4ky,

And then be laid in sunflit l)ewer.

Ne gleemny cyprees reund eur grave;
But when ,)ur ebscure ceurse je run
We'd leep where brighteet ehines the eun.

And dews the pamsies eeeiest lave;
A cres-tht. pledge of life-seught prize-
These simple wcrd -He shahl arise-

This, thie the been 1 fain weuld crave.

Thougli called a drama, Il Aminta " is in the strict sense of
the word didactic, deaiing fer the most part with grave
philosophical and theological questions. This being the
case, it is bardiy te ho expocted that tho poem will ho
very generaliy read. Didactic pootny belonga te a much
oarlier age than ours. Who now reads Young's IlNight
Theuglits "IHow many noad even Dryden's Il ind and
Panther "I Johnson's "lVanity of Human Wishes," the
last groat didactic poem, bas net many readers ; and
Pope's IlEssay on Man," probably the flnest didactic peem
in the language, is read for the beauty cf its verso, Ilits
billiant rlietoric and oxquisite descriptions," and net for
its acuto reasening. Ln Il Aminta " Anchbisbop O'Brien
shows that ho is capable cf conducting a long and profound
argument in verso ; but the poemn gives eue the impression
of a vigenous intellect striviug, with companatîve succoas,
no doubt, but stili witb perceptible offert under the con-
straint cf the seif-imposed sbackles cf rhyme and metre,
and net of an ardent peetic seul searing into the chili, if
lofty, regions cf pbilosophy and divinity.

Toc mucli attention bas been devoted te Ris Grace's
books te allow mnucli te ho said in this sketch cf bis utter-
ances from tbe public platfonm and through the press.
Witb even siight preparation, the Archishop-altbough
noven availing himseif cf the arts cf an oraton-is always
a powerful and improssive speaker. For instance, it is
genoraily admitted that, at the Imperial Federatien meet-
ing beid' in Hlalifax, in June, 1888 (if the writor is net
mistaken), bis speech was the beat cf the evoning, and
probably the best over delivened upon its subject in
Canada. Even bis littie casual addresses, delivened as a
mile without auy previeus study, are full of tbougbt and
practical wisdom. Like many educated Irialimen, ho
wields a keen and fluent peu in newspapor coutroversy.
Lt weuld ho bard te find a btter spocimen cf its kind than
Arcbbishop 0'Brien's second letton iu the centrcversy with
Sir Adams Arcbibald arising eut cf the proceedings cf the
Nova Setia Histenical Society at the meeting in Decomber,
1889, on the occasion of the reading of Professer Hind's
paper with refereuce te the Acadians.

The Arcbbishop's views upon public questions are
peculiarly bis own. Ho diflera from most cf the Canadian
supporters cf Irish Home Rule in being a warm advocate
cf Impenial Fedoration, and fnem meat Canadian friends
cf Impenial Foderation in boing a thorougli going Homo
Ruler. Hie is an ardent believer in the future cf Canada,
and particularly of bis native island. In politics ho looks
more te mon than te parties, but bas wisely refraiued from
avcwed support of any leader. Beiug firat cf ail au
ecclosiastic, ho realizes clearly the injury which religion
always sustains fnom being brouglit down without nocessity
into the arena of politics; and, althougli net averse te
centrcvorsy and feeling a lively intereat in the political
questions of the day, ho pestpenes bis naturai inclinations
te the good of religion, and keepa bis archiepiscopal robes
unsullied by the duat of party conflict.

Lt is te be hoped that, from what bas been said, the
reader will ho able te ferm a faim, even if imperfect, esti-
mate of Arcbbishep 0'Bnien's record and character. Lt
bias been seen that ho is bigbly endowed witb the gifts cf
industmy, business capacity, acholarahip and literary ahil-
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