- mal,” the most widely circulated
‘newspaper in the world, and
some other papers, including all

~ timony “a pitiless arraignment,”

_ ¢iation’s exeursion to the Pacific

- oneof these appreciations reveals

- gome of them betray the. 'pren-

. . “lmpresslons” “Wh&t Wlth bag"
‘gage, banqnets
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Even the garbied and one-
sided despatches describing Gen-
eral Mercier’s testimony against
Dreyfus cannot cover up the fact
that the demonstration in court
against the general was a ‘“put-
up job.” If his evidence was so
weak why did they suppress it ?
The despatches dilate upon the
details of Mercier’s sickly ap-
pearance, upon Dreyfus’s theatri-
cal interruptions, upon the au-
dience hissing and cursing Mer-
cier; but they carefnlly eschew
anything like a summary of
what he said during the four
However, they
dare not suppress the very signi-
ficant news that “Le Petit Jour-

the Rennes journals, accused the

court of being the authors of the
demonstration against Mercier.
Besides, even the Dreyfusard ca-
ble despatches call Mercier’s tes-

a term which constitutes a flat
contradiction of  the epithet
“weak” which they repeatedly
apply to his evidence

“Impressxons in Bnef " is the
title of a neatly printed booklet
containing the briefly expressed
sentiments of some eighty ladies
and gentlemen who took part in
the Western Canada Press Asso-

Coust and return. Although not

a master mind, although most of
them are mere vapid gush and

tice hand that has never before
written a line for the public, the

general effect is to make us re-|i

gret that we were not able to
accept Mr. J. C. Crome's kind
invitation. As an amusing spe-
cimen of the sacrifice of the prin-
ciple of causality to a mere alli-
terative effect, we quote the fol-
1owmg, _which, inconsequential
as it is, is really one of the best

and badges
mountams, mmes and music;

‘as the C. M. P. M.

in the booklet is the material
type, paper and cover in which
this wilderness of commonplace
thought is lodged by the “Tor-
onto Type Foundry Co., Ltd.”

of a ’blg strike
among the shoe factory hands in
the city of Quebec confirms Mr.

Tardivel’s contention that his

fellow citizens arc very wide
awake, in fact perhaps a little
too much so in this case. It also
reminds us of a fact well known
to all the shoe trade in Canada,
though mentioned neither by
Mr. Tardivel nor by the Quebec
Morning Chronicle in their re-
futations of *‘Onlooker’'s” sneers.
It is admitted by all experts in
the shoe business that the best
boots and shoes in Canada are
made in the city of Quebec. And
this shows that the commerce of
the ancient capital is on a very
good footing.

Mr. J. 8. Ewart. Q. C., who is
fully alive to the potency of
catch phrases, has invented a
new combination name for our
great railway. He calls it the
“Canadian Mackenzie Pacific
Mann Company,” and after-
wards refers to the combination
This is un-
doubtedly a good hit; but he
could hardly expect the Free
Press to publish a letter of his in
which he insisted on retaining
so unkind a cut.

Mr. James Flsher M.P.P,is
out with another letter in last
Saturday’s Tribune on the sec-
ond section of the Dauphin Rail-
way. This is as calm and con-
vincing as his former letter and
proves that once again immense
sums are being guaranteed to
the contractors who are now
building the second section; and
that, instead of heading for Hud-
son’s Bay, they are making for
Prince Albert, Edmonton, the
Yellow Head Pass and the Paci-
fic. The province assumes an
abligation for $2,600,000, bear-
ing interest at four per cent., to
aid a line that had already re-
ceived from the public far more
than enough to complete it, and
yet no stipulation was made by
the provincial government about
reducing freight rates.

A Morning Telegram editorial
yesterday condemned the Gali-
cians because “they are illiterate
and superstitious.” The same
number of the same paper an-
nounced that “Theodore Durit-
sky is advertising for an outfit
of Galician type for wuse in the
publication of a Gralician news-
paper about to be printed for
circulation among the 1,000 Ga-
licians settled in the valley be-
tween the Little Saskatchewan
and the Bird Tail riters.” On
the Telegram’s principles the
reading and circulating of news-
papers is an antidote of 1lliteracy
and superstition, nor can a peo-
ple that reads any newspaper be
I%hmd[e and  superstitious.

oubtless our own view of the
matter is very different. We
know of many people who,
though they cannot read, have
much more real knowledge of
important questions than multi-
tudes who can read. We have
met many editors of newspapers
who were eéxtremely ignorant.
In our last week’s article on
“Socialistic Communities” we

o showed how not only great edi-

ut even some’ of the great-
‘of the. Enghsh lan-

ter all,’ the most va nab}.e'thmg

\guage are px foundly Jgnorant

of the religious life of the greater
half of Christendom. And, asto
superstition, why, the attitude
of most non-Catholic journalsto-
wards the Catholic world is no-
thing but rank superstition. But
our view does not prevent the
Telegram from contradicting it-
self by charging the Galicians,
on page 4, with illiteracy, and
then informing the public, on
page 8 of the same issue, that
they are starting a newspaper.

In reprinting from the Mani-
toba Free Press Mr. Tardivels
masterly letter in his own de-
fence we have deemed it advis-
able not to cut off the editorial
note of our versatile contempor-
ary, which, by its puerile weak-
ness, presents so striking a con-
trast to the honest strength of
the letter. The Free Press, in-
stead of apologizing for the dis-
honesty of its correspondent or
fairly and squarely answering
Mr. Tardivel, imitates the wolf
in his answers to the lamb: Well,
if you did not say what “On-
looker” made you say, you said
something else just as bad; and,
if it wasn’t you, it was your

friends, Trudel (who died sever-;

al years ago) and Desjardins.
And then the F. P. pretends to
quote words about the separa-
tion of Church and state which
cannot be verified as there is no
reference. which have nothing
to do with the question at issue,
and which were probably never
used by any of these three gent-
lemen.

The Review, of St. Louis,
which is eéxceptionally well in-
formed in ecclesiastical matters
and especially in all that relates
to Catholic Poles, one of its fre-
quent contributors belonging to
that ¢ devoted and believing
people,” says, in its issue of
August 24th, that the “Polish
disturbances are greatly exagger-
ated. There are about three
hundred Polish parishes in the
U. 8., and in only about ten of
them have there occurred serious
disturbances.”

The Canadian Meéssenger of
the Sacred Heart for September
comes to us with a new and
pretty cover. The General In-
tention for the month is “The
Struggle against Secret Socie-
ties,” or, as the American Mes-
senger words it, “Protection
from Evil Societies.” Father De-
vine rests his development of
this most practical subject on
the Holy Father’s famous ency-
clical “Humanum Genus,” di-
recting special attention to the
fact that secret, cath-bound so-
cieties are contrary not only to
the laws of the Church but also
and especially to reason and na-
tural law. They are foolish be-
fore being irreligious. For that
very reason they are particularly
dangerous in our day of superfi-
cial, flimsy education and wide-
spread tnsoundness of mind.

FREE PRESS MISREPRES-
ENTATIONS.

Last Wednesday’s Free Press
devoted its first editorial column
to Mr.Tardivel and THE NorTH-
WEST REVIEW under the head-
ing, “Two Belated Church and
State Theorists.”” Considered as
an attempt to reply indirectly,
by side issues that have not the
slightest bearing on the gmain
question, aud by a show of

learning calculated to deceive)

the xgnorant to Mr. Tardlvels

manly and straightforward let-
ter of the previous Saturday, it
was not half bad. Viewed in
the light of what reasonable men
call argument and direct rejoin-
der, it was unworthy of an in-
telligent schoolboy.

The writer's style and meth-
ods of illnstration remind us for-
cibly of “Onlooker,” who, we
were lately informed by the
Free Press editor, was enjoying
a holiday, who sent no letter
from Montreal to last Saturday’s
issue of that paper, and who may
therefore have had leisure to
write this editorial perhaps here
in Winnipeg. At the very out-
set he uses his favorite weapon,
misrepresentation. “Latein the
day as itis,” he begins, “in
these closing years of the nine-
teenth century, for even acade-
mic discussion of the thesis that
‘the separation of church and
state is absurd and impious,” our
worthy transpontine contempo-
rary, of St. Boniface, strong in
the courage of its deeply-in-
grained ultramontane convic-
tions, brings its editorial columns
to the aid of Mr. J. P. Tardivel,
the editor of La Vérité, of Que-
bec, in his campaign for the es-
tablishment of a new political
party in what was of 'old French
Canada, to beknown as the Cen-
tre or Catholic party.” The
prominence given by inverted
commas in the foregoing passage
to the thesis that *‘the separation
of Church and State is absurd
and impious” is clearly intended
to produce on the reader of the
Free Press who did not also read
our article of the 15th inst. on
“That Catholic Party” the im-
pression that we maintained
that thesis. Of course our read-
ers know that we said not a
single word about the separation
of Church and State. But those
who read only the Free Press
will necessarily infer that our
entire article was a development
of that proposition, especially as
this is the only passage in which
the Free Press writer hints at
the contents of our article.

He next pretends to quote
from a sermon preached at the
golden jubilee of Bishop Bourget
in the autimn of 1872. TUnfor-
tunately for the Free Press
scribe, but fortunately for the
cause of truth, we, who now pen
these lines, translated that very
sermon for the Montreal Herald
on the very day of its delivery,
and, from our accurate know-
ledge of that sermon, we deny
that it contained any such pas-
sage. The guotation the Free
Press writer gives may not be
his own invention; like many
of his other assertions, it may be
borrowed from the original liar
who deceived him; but, as it
stands, it is a forgery and a
fraud. However, the last words
of this counterfeit quotation are
so rich that we cannot refrain
from pillorying them here for
the amusement of our readers.
The preacher is made to say:
“For whoever follows and de-
fends these principles, life and a
blgssing; for whoever rejects and
combats them, death and a
curse.” Fancy such rant fathered
upon so unemotional and ar-
gumentative a preacher as the
late Pére Braun, whose every
word was either a sledge-ham-
mer fact or an uncontrovertible
proposition.  Quebeckers espe-
cially, who hung wupon his lips
for so many years, will find this
clumsy - forgery . side-splitting.
Even the

§

Free Press writer,)

shocked at this man of straw he
has set up or revived, hopss the
ultramontanes do really mitigate
the last clause of this extreme
utterance. How kind of him, to
be sure !

He cannot even quote correct-
ly the recent article of Le Monde
Canadien which suggested ours.
He represents Mr. G. A. Nantel
as “pointing out that Mr. Tardi-
vel and Tut NORTHWEST RE-
VIEW are the only relics of a re-
actionary archaism which they
are laboring to galvanize into a
semblance of life” Now the
fact is that Mr. Nantel said noth-
Ing about our being ‘relics of a
reactionary archaism,” etc.  Nor
was that even the gist of his ar-
ticle. On the contrary, as we
showed by quoting him in our
article of the 15th inst., his at-
titude was one, not of contempt
for belated theorists, but of in-
tense and ludicrous alarm at our
centention that an independent
Catholic parry is a possibility.

Why should the Free Press go
to such pains in the noble art of
misrepresentation? Why not
quote from our own columns?
Why not reply directly to the
arguments we have adduced in
favor of a Centre or Catholic
parity 2 All its fantastic histor-
ical sketches of the old French
régime and the Puritan Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts; ail
its utterly false generalization of
Mzr. Tardivel’s views; all its non-
sense about Bishop Saint-Valier,
whom Mr. Tardivel never ap
pealed to; all its stories about.
what happened in one electoral
district during the last Dominion -
elections; all its gratuitous ad-
vice to Monsignor Falconio; all ~
its still more gratuitous asser-
tions about what the Vatican
does or does not understand; all
this is quite beside the mark. It.
invents theories and then at-
tempts to refute them by bare
affirmations in which large
ignorance and empty platitudes .
are sweetly blended. Cheek by
Jowl with the very article we
are criticizing, in the next col
umn, there appeared another ar-
ticle on “Flat Warehouses,” the ‘
first lines of which can be most
aptly retorted on the Free Press .
itself. We simply substitute -
“Free Press” for “Winnipeg Tri-
'bune” and “NoRTAWEST RE
VIEW” for “Free Press.” Here
is the passage: “If the Free
Press labored half as hard to tel
the truth as it does to misquote
and misrepresent THE NORTH- .
wWEST REVIEW it would be 8
great success. It refuses to quote -
honestly and tries hard to make -
THE NORTHWEST REVIEW as
sume an attitude which it well
knows THE NORTHWEST RE
VIEW does not assume.”

We never dream, as the Free
Press pretends we do, of estab
lishing a theocracy, of making
the Churck enter into the small- -
est details of everybody’s li
of interfering with non-Catho-:
lics, or of meddling with purel .
political questiens. What we d
raaintain is that Catholic mem*
bers of parliament should unit
on all questions that concern th
salvation of Catholics. And
we call such a union a Catholi
party, it is not because we ab
tach much importance to the
name. Call it a Centre party, ¥
you like, but give us the thing
It so happens, however, that no .
group of Independents has ever
lasted ‘long unless made uf
mainly of Catholics. On th
'other hand what mdepen&enﬁ




