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CALENDAR FOR NEXT WEELK.

MAY.

19--Fifth Bunday after Easter. Feast of St.
Celestine, Pope, Commemoration of St.
Pudentiana.

20—Rogation Monday. Feast of Our Lady of
Mercy and of 8t, Bernardine.

21—Rogation Tuesday. St. Ubaldus, bishop,
confessor, -

22—Rngation Wednesday and Vigil of the
Ascension,

23—Thursday, Feast of the ASCENSION of Our
Lord.

24—-Friday, Our Laiy Help of Christians.

25—8aturday, 8t. Gregory VI1I, Pope. Corn-
memoration of St. Urban.

CITY AND ELSEWHERE.

Axswen to J, D., Rapid City,—Your com-
munication will appear next weck.

St, MARY's Branc No. 52 of the C.M.B.A.,
hold a regular meeting in Unity Hall this
evening,

. ——

MR.HENDERSON, in completing his Direc-
tory for 1895, figures the population of
Winnipeg at 38,000.

I 4

Mrs H, A, Cosrican and family left for
the Maritime provinces last week, They will
spend the summer months there,

Mg. J. Faugy left last week to attend the
convention of the Brotherhood of Railway
Conductors Atlanta, Georgia,

Mg, AuBrose KLINKHAMMER, son of our
business manager, returned from the
United States last week,

Tae officers of St. Mary's Court No, 276
of the Catholic Order of Foresters were
installed at the meeting on Friday last.

THE number of patients treated at the
8t. Boniface hospital last week was 81,
of whom 44 were males, and 37 females.

TaE provincial convention of the Catholic
Order of Foresters will take place at Min-
neapolis this year commencing on the 28th
inst. The delegates from Manitoba are—
Mr. F. W, Russell representing 8t Boniface
Court No, 252 and Mr. J. ). Macdonald
representing 8t, Mary’s Court No. 276.

Tue May issue of “the Canadian, ” the
official organ of the C. M. B, A,, is to hand
and contains much that will interest mem-
bers of the association. It is pleasing to
notice the progress the association is making
in all parts of Canada, as evidenced by the
continual increase in membership and
formation of new branches.

THe Parishioners of the Immaculate Cen-
ception will be pleased to hear, that Mr. N,
Gravel, better known as “ John"” amongst
the boys of the Northwest, and who for
eight years was in charge of the official car
of the Manitoba and Northwestern railway,
has launched into business for himself at
the Vendome restaurant, No, 108 St, Law-
rence street, Montrea|,

At e

At the church of the Immaculate Con-
ception on Sunday high mass was celeb-
rated by Rev. Father Daignault. The choir
of male voices gave an admirable rendition
of Gounod's Messe Bréve arranged for tenor,
first and second bass, The Rev. Father
Zerbach preached a most sloquent and in-
structive sermon, At the evening service
there Was a large congregation. The Pas
tor, Rev. Father Cherrier, preached and the
singing by the choir was excellent. We
were particularly pleased with the finished
and correct rendering of the plain chant,

We notice considerable improvements in
the grounds and surroundings of 8t, Mary’s
church.
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SPEECGH OF HON. JOHN
COSTIGAN, M.P.

On the Manitoba School Ques-
tion, Ottawa, Tuesday,
23rd April, 1895,

M=z, CosrraaN.—Mr. Speaker, I need
not assure the House that I have no in-
tention of answering the hon. gentleman
who has just sat down (Mr, McCarthy)
by any consiitutional argument on this
subject, to meet the arguments put for-
ward by him. In riging at present I
simnply ask permission of the House, and
of you, Mr. Speaker, to deal for a few
moments with the subject from another
point of view entirely—first, because I
do not think that the line whieh the
hon. member has followed was at all a
proper line to take; and, secondly, be-
ciuse I do not think we have reached
the stage when we are called upon to
discuss the subject at any great jength-
I'may say at the outset that while many
of the speakers who have taken part in
this debate have alluded to the refer-
ence made to this subject in the Speech
from the Throne as one calculated to
create strife and enmity in this country,
there is one consolation to every old
member in this House—yes, and a con-
solation to every Canadian in this coun-
try who feels that he is represented in
this Parliament—that this Parliament
bas time and- again given proof of its
ability to deal with miost delicate ques-
tions, and to deal with them in the
most intelligent and satisfactory manner.
We have had occasion before to discuss
subjects which were calculated to create
divisions and dissentions in our country
that would have had consequences very
serious to its peace, and I am sure that
every member of this House will agree
with me on looking back at the record
of those discussions, that those of us who
have taken part 1in them can congratu-
late it upon thie tone and the dignity
that this Parliament has exhibited on
all such occasions. Therefore, Sir, 1 feel
confident that the remarks which I offer
to-day will be received by my fellow-
wembers in the spirit in which I intend
to deliver them. In the first place, I
deny the right or the propriety of the
hon. member for North Simcoe (Mr. Mc-
Carthy) making the appeal which he
has made in this House and in the
country on the question of separate
8chools a8 against common schools, be-
cause that question hLas not arisen. The
whole question with which this Parlia-
ment has been or may be called to deal,
the question with wkich the Courts and
the qPrivy Council have been called to
deal, is not whether separate schools are
to be established in Manitoba or not.
They eould not deal with such a ques-
tion; they were not clothed with the
power to deal with it. The whole ques-
tion wag : Have any rights under the
constitution under which we live been
taken away from any minority ? And
what has been the answer ? The high-
est tribunal in the Empire has declared
that certain rights have been taken
away from a minority in une of the prov-
inces. This is the whole sabject, and
not whether separate schools are better
than common schools, or whethier they
should be forced on the people of Man-
itoba or not. But I want to take issue
with the hon. gentleman on another
point, and a more serious one. I want
to say in the name of the people for
whom to some extent I have the right
to speak, that it was a gross act of in-
Justice to the Catholics of this country
for the hon. member for North Simcoe,
a8 well as csrtain newspapers and othier
prominent gentlemen, all through the
time that the question has been urder
discussion, to inflame the public mind
by trying to create the impregsion that
the Catholics of this country have been
the aggressors, and have attempted to
force Catholic schools upon the country,
and to interfere with provincig] rights.
While I do not want to discuss the ques~
tion, because the time has not yet come
for discussing anything beyond the re-
medial order that has been bassed, let
me say here that I fully agree with the
hon. gentlemen who have preceeded me
in expressing the most earnest desire
that the legislature of Manitoba wil|
afford the remedy to the evil created in
that legislature by its own act, and that
the matter may not be brought into thig
parliameut at ull. I wili not be so un-
kind as to suppose for one moment that
any bon. gentleman in this House
would feel dis ppointed at such a peace-
able solution of the matter. I would not
do 8o cruel a thing to any public man in
this country a8 to charge him with en-
tertaining the hope that Manitoba might
not settle this question, and that it might
come here to be settled by the Dominion
Parliament, with the view of creating
dissatisfaction and anxiety in the coun-
try. We all trust that the remedial
order, having gone to the Manitoba Le-
gislature, will be dealt with effectually
by that body. We do not ali insist, as
did the hon. gentleman who last address-
ed the House, that the remedial order
places that legisiature in the position
that they must pay the last pound of
flesh. If the hou. gentleman were in a

sition to say that the legislature of

anitoba had refused to take action and
that this Parliament was called upon to
do so—if he were in a position to say
that the legislature of Manitoba had off-
ered any fair and reasonable compro-
mise, with the object of restoring peace
and barmony,and that the minority in
that province had refused such a ‘fair
and reasonable compromise, his argument
might have some weight. But I suy that
it is most unfair and most ungenerous to
charge the Catholics of this country with
the responsibility of this agitation. Thers
must be a beginning of all things, and
‘there must be reasons for the exception-
al legisiation to which we are obliged to
reler, and out of which this question
grows. Every hon. member of this

Ouse who is familiar with the history
of Confederation and the circumstances
under which, Confederation was brought
about, kuows full well that it was not

-| the Catholics of this country who insist-

ed on this exceptional legislation,. We
know that as a matter of history, as a
matter of record, from the discussions
which took place when the whole ques-
tion of t3e agreement and the treaty be.
tween the different parties to the con:
federation was under consideration.
When that was_being considered by the
old Canadian Parliament, the Parlia-

ment of Upper and Lower Canada, what

were the real facts ? The Catholics did
not say: You must give us certain
rights and privileges and make them
permanent by law or else we will not
go into Confederation. No; it was quite
the other way. It was the Protestants,
the leading men in Parliament at that
time, men like the Hon. George Brown,
the Hon. Mr. Holton, Sir Alexander
Galt—all the prominent men at that
time—who insisted, as the first condi-
tion of Confederation, that the education-
alrights of the Protestant minority in
Quebec should be protected and guarant-
eed. At that time the Protestant minor-
ity in the province of Quebec had cert-
ain rights, though not so extensive as
those they now have. The Catholic
minority in Ontario had certain rights
under the Bill of 1863, but more limited
than those now enjoyed by the Protest-
ant minority in Quebec. It was then
declared by all these gentlemen I have
named that before Contederation could
take place at all, the Government must
bring in a Bill dealing with the prov-
ince of Quebec, and amending right
there and then the school law as it then
existed in that province. The Protest-
ant leaders in Parliament were not con-
tent that the rights of the Protestant
minority in Quabec as they then existed
should be secured by Confederation.
They said: That is not enough, we
want perfect and full control of educat-
ional matters for our minori*y in Quebec,
and unless you amend the law now so
a8 to give us that full and complete con-
trol, it will not be binding under the
Act of Confederation. Therefore, that
was done, and let me say to the credit
of the people of Quebec, and their re-
presentative men, that no voice was rais—
ed during that discussion objecting in
the slightest degree to the proposal. On
the contrary, they said they were will-
ing to give that, and any further gua-
rantee which the minority might desire
at the time. Then followed the propos-
ition that if vou gave to'the minority in
Quebec the protection they asked for on
the educational question, why not give
the same guarantee to the minority in
Ontario ? That was a fair proposition to
wmake at atime when the prominent
men of the country were assembled to-
gether to lay the foundations of a new
nation by uniting provinces with differ-
ent interests, speaking cifferent lang-
uages, and believing different religions.
The fair proposition was then made to
give, on the other hand, the Catholic
minority in Ontario similar rights. I
am not going to find fault, I am not at-
tempting to draw & comparison in an of-
fensive sense between the Protestants
and the Catholics at that time, but I
simply state the facts as proving the
position I bhave taken from the first—
that the condition of things we have
now 18 not chargeable to the Catholics at
all, except in part, but is simply due to
the movement made by the Protestants
themselves lo secure protection to their
minority in the province of Quebec.
That was agreed too in the first place by
the Finance Minister Sir Alexander
Galt when he pledged himaself to it in
his speech al Sherbrooke. He was ques-
tioned in the House afterwards by the
non. Mr. Hollon who said :

The Minister of Finance, in a speech
at Sherbrooke, had promised that the
Government would introduce a Bill to
amend the school laws of Lower Canada.
The honourabte gentleman must be
aware that this was a question ou wbic_h
there was a great deal of feeling in this
section of the province amongst the En-
glish-speaking, or the Protestant class,
of the population. He did not like to
introduce anything of a religious char-
acter into disenssions of this House, but
in debating the great changes which it
was proposed to effect in our system of
government, the effect of them upon
tbat cluss to which be referred must be
considered. Among that class there was
no phase or feature of these threatened
changes which excited so much alarm
as this very question of education. Well,
the Minister of Firance had said, with
great solemnity, as having the authority
of his colleagues tor it, that this session
the Government would bring down
amendments to the school laws of Lower
Canada, which they proposed enacting
into law before a change of Government
should take place, and which would be-
come & Permanent gettlement of the
question.

That pledge was carried out. I may
quote furtlier what the Hon. Mr. Letel-
lier de Saint Just said, and I do this
merely to show the spirit in which this
proposition was met by gentlemen re-
presenting different nationalities. He
said:

I have heard it said that the Protest-
ants of Lower Canada ought # be satis-
fied with their prospects of the future,
because we have always acted with li-
berality towards them. But that is 1o
guarantee for them, for we would not
content ourselves with a mers promise
to act liberally, if we considered that our
interest or our institutions were threat-
ened by a majority differing in race and
religion from ourselves ; and in any case
that i8 not the way to ensure the peace
of the country. If we establish this
principle, we should say to the Catiiolics
of Upper Cahada that they ought to be
satistied with the lot which'we provide
for them. When we make a constitu-
tion, we must, in the first place, settle
the political and religious questions
which divide the population for whom
the Constitution is devised ; because it i8
a well-known fact, that it is religious
differences which have caused the greats
est troubles and the greutest difficulties
which have agitated the people in days
gone by.

There were no two opinions on that
subject, that, in the best interests of the
country these things siiould be getthed at
once, so that friction might bhe avoided
in the future. The Quebec,representa-
tives, having conceded the Protestant
minority the right to so amend the then
exisiing law as to give them full and
complete control in the matter of educa-
tion in the province ot Quebec, Mr. Bou-
rassa, whom I am glad to see hale and
Liearty 1n his place to-day, moved an
amendment to the effect that similar

rivileges should be extended to the

‘atholic minority in Ontario. That
amendment was, however, lost by a very
large majority. Mr. D’Arcy McGee said
that the Bill of 1863, which had been
carried, conveyed to the Catholics of
Ontario all that they asked for in their
petition, and he, for his part, Lad accepted
that as a finality, and therefore would
Dot ask to open up that question again,
unless special and further  privileges
were granted to the Protestant minority
in Quebec, in which cage he thought the
minority in Ontario ought to be protected
in exactly the same way., Well, the vote
was taken, and only a small vote was
given in favor of the motion of Mr, Bou-

rassa, showing that the minority in
Quebec were exceptionally well treated
—not too well treated from a Quebec
point of view and from a Catholic point
of view, because as I said, there was not
a single dissenting voice regresenting
that province raised againast that propo-
sition. Now much has been said to sur-
round this question with difficulty for the
present, but only for the present, for, just
as in Haldimand, when the question is
understood by the intelligent people of
the country, they will finally give the
same answer. A great deal has been gaid
with a view to create sympathy for the
people of Manitoba, that this would be
an interference with their provincial
rights, that it is dictation on the part of
the Federal Parliam 2nt to force separate
schools upon an unwilling province,
ignoring its provincial autonomy. I will
not answer the constitutional argument
any further than to say that if this con.
tention were true, you would never have
this judgment. The iudgment of the
Privy Council was surely not in favour of
taking away any right from the province
of Mamtoba or any other province. Then
you hear the appual made that weshould
leave Manitoba alone to deal with this
question. That is what we tope will be
done. It is left in Manitoba's own<hands.
The question is before that province, and
we trust the solution will come from
there ; that this Parliament may not be
forced to take a further step and do the
unpleasant duty that may be forced upon
it.  But why all this sympathy with the
province of Manitoba more than with
the province of Ontario, with the province
of Quebec, or New Brunswick or Nova
Scotia ? — for each one of these larges
provinces I have named is exactly inthe
same pogition as Manitoba has, the same
rights and no more. There is no reason
why Manitoba should have any more
rights than was intended to be given her
under the constitution, than was actually
given her under the constitution. or than
was actually given to the other provinces
in the confederation. Just to show how
inconsistent it is to carrv too far thg
argument aboat giving unlimited juris-
diction to the province of Manitoba 1n
educational questions, let us take an
analogous case. It might be proper to
give Manitoba unlimited power in rela-
tion to education, but this is not thetime
to discuss it.  The constitution under
which we live has been framned, and our
duty is to live under it and obey it — or
amend it; but not to ignore it, not to
defy it, not to set it at nanght. But with
regard to this question of unlimited juris-
diction to_each province ; that has not
been carried vut, that is not the principle
under which we live ; that is not embo-
died in our constitation, but quite the
reverse is embodied in our constitution.
Not alone Manitoba has not, under that
constitution, full scope in the question of
education, but Quebec has not, Ontario
has, not nor has New Branswick and
Nova Scotia.  But that is not the only
case. If there is one question beyond
every other than affects a legislative
body, it is the regulating of the consti-
tuencies for its8 own elections. No one
will say that on general grounds a pro-
vince should not have full control to
constrict and reconstruct the boundaries
of its electoral divigion for representation
in its own provincial legislature. But
there is a case where it was thought wise
to depart from that rule. That was not
done through conspiracy of the Catholic
hierarchy, nor through undue influence
from Rome, nor at the bidding of Catholic
electors, but as an act of liberality by the
the Catholics of the great province of
Quebec. When this demand was made
in old Canada that the rights of the Pro-
testant minority in Quebec should he
secured, you will find that it was not only
on the question of education ; vou will
find that it was on the question of repre-
sentation. And Sir John Rose said then,
though he was quite sure that the minor-
ity would be perfectly safe in the hands
of a majority, judging from past expe-
rience, still there was an uneasiness
among the people. because it would be
within the power of the provincial legis-
lature, after confederation, to change
these constituencies, so that not one
single English Protestant representative
would be elected for that province. The
knowledge of that caused uneasiness
throughout the province, and it was
thought s guarantee should be given.
Every member from the province of
Quebec aecceded to that view and said :

that will make our fellow-subjects per-
fectly safe in regard to these rcatters, 8o
that there may be 1o feeling of uneasi-
ness whatever. . Before this was carried
there was nothing in the arrangements
to guarantee to the English the contin-
uance of the rights they had, other than
a8 Sir John Rose said, the vote power.
But Mr. Holton pointed out that that was
a4 weak, unreliable guarantee. If the
provincial legislature passed an Act so
disarranging the constituencies as to
deprive the Protestant minority of their
representation, that Act might not be
disallowed. Mr. Holton asked Sir George
E. Cartier, who was then Attorney Gen-
eral East., if he himself would advise
disallowance in that case. His apswer
wag : Certainly ; I would disallow any
Act under which an injustice was done
to the Protestant minority. Still that was
not thought a sufficiently definite guarantee,
because the power of disallowance might
not be exercised, it might be found net
convenient 1o exercise it. A more perfect
guarantee was given by the arrangement
of the electoral divisions under section 80
of the Confederation Act, by which twelve
of these constituencies were set apart, and
up ‘o this day those twelve constituencies
are there with their original boundaries,
not one of which boundaries can be altered
while seven of the representatives object to
it in the legislature,  Now, in the face of
all that affecting the older provinces, how
can my hon. friend from North Simcoe
(Mr. McCarthy) appeal in Haldimand, or in
any part of the country, or in this House—
and let me say I am glad that his appeal in
this House is very much more moderade
and on a higher level than his appeal in
Haldimand — for exceptional privileges,
rights and powers to be given to tne prove-
ince of Maninoba ? I trust these remarks
will be understood in the spirit in which
they are given.In the first place my object
is to protest against any attempt made in
this House or out of 1t, to creatc disturbance
in the couniry, by crying out that an
attempt is being made to force Catholic
sohools upon a Protestant majority so large
as that of Manitoba, I say thatthis excep-
tional legislation is a portion of our consti-
tution ; [say that ifthe Catholics enjoy
rights, they enjoy them like oiher subjects;
I say that- Protestants have their rights
specially guaranteed under the constitution
in certain sections of the eounlry ; Isay
that for this exceptional legislation Pro-
testants are more responsible than the

Catholics ; I say that if the exception had

“ Yes, we will agree to auy arrangement |

Dot been made in Quebec in the first
Instance, you would have had no guarantee
of a similar kind in the other provinces.
Therefore, I ask you to deal fairly, as I
know the people of this country are ever
ready to do, notwithstanding the efforts to
mislead them and to confuse the issue by
men who rejoice more in causing strife
than in the peace and prosperity of their
country, men who have no standing while
the country is in a condition of quiet, and
who only hope to succeed in the storm and
whiriwind of sectarian feeling, men who
sow the seed of strife and whose only
activity is in sowing that seed for a had
purpose——among them some men who, in
the opinion of many, were fitted for better
things. Many things, Sir, make us all feel
proud of the great deeds accomplished by
our late chieflain, Sir John A. MacDonald,
They stand as monuments to his memory,
and his countrymen are proud of them,
But there were some things he could not
accomplish. He undertook to make a use-
ful statesman of the hon. member for North
Simcoe ( Mr. McCarthy ). He used his in-
{luence, he used his prestige, he did every-
thing he could to promote the interest and
the welfare of his young friend at that time,
but it all proved an utter failure, That hon,
gentleman has disappointed the hopes of
that great statesman, and he wiil disappoint,
if he has not already done so, the hopes of
his friends in this country in seeing him
become a useful public man, Now, Sir,
having said so much with regard to the
spirit in which we should aporoach this
question, finding that it is not a Juestion
that we can afford to deal with in a small
and narrow-minded way, the duty of every
hon, gentleman in this House is to approach
it solemnnly, honestly, and candidly, as
patriotic Canadians ; the duty of every hon.
gentleman in this House is to remember

that it must have an important bearing |y

upon the fufure of this country, that it is
one fraught with danger and harm, but the
harm will be minimized according to the
character of the debate, and the manner in
which the question may be dealt with if it
should come here. Therefore; I say it is
the duty of every Canadian, in the first
place, to know what the constitution is,
what we are bound to do under that consti-
tution : it is the duty of every Canadian in
this House, on bebalf of the people of this
country, to to establish this broad principle,
that no matter whether a man is a Catholic,
or a Presbyterian, or a Protestant.——

Some hon. MEMBERS, Hear, hear.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Explain.

Mr. COSTIGAN. 1 take that as a con-
firmation of what I said in slarting out
because it shows that, having spoken nearly
half an hour upon this question, I have said
nothing so offensive as to prevent the
House from enjoying a very hearty laugh
at a little Irish slip of mine. I say that in
dealing with this question we should ap-
proach it in a broad spirit, in order to
establish the contidence of every, citizen in
this country that the constitation is strong
enough 1o protect him in all the rights he
enjoys under the constitution, and that this
Parliament, and the representative men in
this country of both political sides, can
have no itwo opinions upon that subject.
The constitution must be observed, all
rights under that constitution must be pre-
served, so that every citizen in the country
may feel that in our constitution he has a
safeguard that no demagogueism can de-
stroy,
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