
CIVIC FINANCES.

inl 1902, $3,101. The east sîde lamps

COSt $9,512, in 1892 and --i4,682 in

1902. If the experience of tÈie city is
Wlorth arîytiiing'at ail, it clearly de-
rionstrates that civic ownership of
a Street lighting plant is the best, and

mIore light can Le obtained for less
money than under the contract
System.

If the water powvers on the Mispec
aýre sufficient for tlie purpose and are

flot too far away from the city to
admit of their economical use the

city wvill be in a position to furnish

light and powver cheaper than any

Company which generates with steami.

The cost of coal in the generation of

electricity is a very important item.

The average cost of the North End

light station was $ 5,762 for tlîree

years and the average coal bill

$3 ,2 0,8. Where water power is used no
coal is necessary and water motors
are no more expcnsive thari steamn

viugines but tlie capital expenditure

for damis and tlic cost of briuiging thie

l1ght to the ('ity fromn Mispcc \would

bevery considerable. Stihl if tie coal

bill for lighiting one third of tie citv

is more thian $3,000 thiere Is quite a

respectable margin to work on. Be-

sides St. John city pays out an everage

Of $3,000 for ligliting its public
buildings ail of wvhich could be donc by

the civic service,if it did not enter into

Competition with the Railwav com-

Party for private lighiting, which there
is nothing to prevent the city frorm
doing if it lias sufficient water' poNver
at its disposai. There are a good

many different views about the
Strength -of the Mispec Nvater powers

but the Counicil hias taken the \vise
expedient of having them measured.
Before any actiontis takçen* the cost

Should be carefully calculated be-

cause St. John bias about ail the

unproritable assets on its hands, that

it can take care of at present.
There remnain but two departments

of civic goverrnmrent to review before

disposing of the question of civie

finances; the police and fire depart-

rnents. Lu i900 the total cost of

maintaining the police department

was $3~5,737 of which $26,474 was
obtained frorn the assessrnent. In

this year the salaries anounted in the

total to $29,848, of this $ 5,429 Nvent

for salaries and $24,41î8 for the pay of

the force. l'lie total cost of main-

taining the force ini 1902 wvas $31,157

but in 1890 the sum Of $2,087 for
interest wvas charged which does îîot

appear in the account of i902, ail

charges of that character appearing
iii the Interest payable accounit. The

taxes collected for tlîe maintainance
of the police in 1902 wvas $--5,68o or

nearlv a $1,000 less tlian in 1900.

'Flore is no report fî-om the Chiief of

Police publishied in tlie accounts o)f

i890 but in 1902 the numerical

streuigth of the foi-ce is givel as 41

wliich wvas an incr-case of five as com-

pared with two y'ears before. Ibis is

tîte one account that lias been kept

dowvn but it lias niade an upward

start.
Th'le record of the fire departmient

shows a very considerable increase in

the cost of maintaînence since union.

in 1890 the salaries and pay of the

firmen totallcd $16,847 and in 19)02

$21 ,o8o. The total cost of the de-

partrncnt in 1890 wvas $30,236 and in

1902 $3 4 ,5 5 o-thle increased cost Nvas

therefore alm-ost wholly on accounit of

wages and salaries. Since Union two

new fire stations have been built and

there have been considerable additions

to the apparatus. The increase iii the


