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_MASS MEETING OF WORKINGMEN
~ 1N HAMILTON.

" A Mass Meeting of the workingmen of
Hamilton, in accordanco with a call pre-
viously issued, was held, under the auspices
of the Canada Labor Unity, in the Mechan-
ics’ Hall, on Friday evening last. It was
announced the chair would be taken at
half past seven, but it was cight o’clock be-
fore all was in readiness, at which time the
hall was pretty well filled, About 500 or 600
being present. _ .

Mr. Frederick Walters was called to the

_chair ; and upon the platform were Messra.

Thos. - McGregor, Angus McLeod, Silas
Bond, Robert Parker, Bethewel Durrant,
Joseph Nevill, Thomas Roy, Ralph Ingle-
dew, Win. Hibbertson, Henry Ellender,
Joseph Hurley, James Paton and John
Mowat. Mr. Williams of Toronto subse-
quently arrived.

Mr. Walters, in opening the proceedings,
s3id he 6Tt proud to bo placed in the posi-
tion to which he had been called. His
sympathics were always and altogether with
the workingmen. They were as much in-
terested in the passage of good laws as any
other class, since they were as much affect-
od by the laws as any other class. And it
was just as proper for workingmen to meet

" together to consider how existing or pro-
posed legislation might affect them ns for
any othoer class. (Applause.) He trusted
his hearers would show that they were

. united for the principios advocated by the

speakers who would address them. He
told the story of the man in the backwoods
who, when the bear entered his house, left
his wife to fight the battle and cried in the
safe place in the loft to which he had climb-
ed,  Hit him again Peggy ! Hit him hard-
er ! Hit him more over the head ! (Laugh-
ter.) Some workingmen were like this ;
they would engage in no benefit of the
workingmen, hut content themselves with
shouting from some safe place to those who
were taking the brunt of the battle, « Hit
him harder ! Hit him more over the head!”
(Applause and langhter.) Thos¢ present
were not of this class, but showed that they
were reedy sud willing fo stand by thoze
who were tighting tho workingmen’s battle.
He would now introduce the first speaker
and mover of the first -vesolution, Mr.
Robert Parker, for whom he asked a patient
hearing.

Mr. Robert Parker regretted that in con-
sequence of the absonce of a gentlapan who
was expected to be pressut, but who had
not yet arrived, he was compelled te take
tke stand first to-night. I!de held "in his
hand a resolution which he proposed to
move, [t related to certain bills passed by
the Legislature of Ontario ; the Lien law
and the Arbitvation law, Iie cume hero a8
a workingimnan, and as ono of a class whose
interests were largely aflccted by these
bills, with such intelligence as he possessed
to discuss and pass an opivion upon tho
merits of these laws. The resolution he
had to move was as follows : S

- Resolved. —That while we 'accept the Lien
law as amended, we regret ihat the mode of
collecting hus 1:ot been simplitied; and further,
that while a bill has been passed in the Legis-
Iature to facilitate the adjustment of disputes
lhetween masters and wo l;:uen,‘ we resrel
that that Lill has ot been simplified to mevs
the wants of the workinguen, arfd weo think
that practically the bill will baa failure.”

. In support of the resolution M. Parker,
speaking lirst on the Lien Law, anid that
the necessity for such a law had long been
felt by tho workingmen of many parts of
this country. Contractors and sub-con-
aractors in many instances have taken large
<contracts -on which they employed large
numbers of men, and when they obtained
.the work 6f these men they had drawn the
money on the contract and decamped, leat-
ing the micn minus their pay.  The object
of this bill was to provide the workmnen
with 2 security that they would get their
pay by making the product of their work
linble for it. It would also compel comn-

tractors to bo careful that in taking con-|

tracts they nado sure they gob enough to
bo able to pay all the men’s wages, Inal-
dition to this is would do awny with* the

system of having men of straw as contrac-
tors® gureties, so that even if the contractor
cleared out there would still be some per-
son from whom the men conld get their
p2y. But the great trouble heretofore had
been thav so long as the work done was not
liable for the wages of the workmen, they
had no security, and were completely at
the mexcy of any dishonest contractor who
might take a notion to clear away, or em-’
ployer, who, after the work was well under
way, sold out. Many instances could be
pointed to where the workingmen had suf-
fercd in this way. He (Mr. Parker) then
proceeded to criticise the provisions of the
bill. The bill as originally introduced
placed the sum for which a lien could be
held-at $50. This would practically cut off
the workingmen from any benefit. The
workingmen felt they knew what they
needed, and when they called a mass meet-
ing at Toronto and dissented from this
clause, the Government struck out the lim-
itation clause altogether. This was well
enough, but the machinery of the bill was
not as simple as the workingmen required
if they were to derive any benefit from the
law. What the workingmnen want is a law
as simple as that by which a landlord col-
lects bis'rent. So long as they were taxed
for the support of the courts of the country
he fel’ that what they wanted was that they
should be abletolodge their claim for wages
in the nearcst court, and the amount should
be forthcoming at once, and without cost
to themselves. While the workingmen sdc-
cepted the bill, they wanted its machinery
simplified.

In reference to the Arbitratioun Bill, he
thought it might be called, ¢ Much ado
about nothing.” After rcading the pre-
amble to the bill, and coming to that por-
tion of the enacting clause which says,
¢« Thereforc Her Majesty, by and with the
advice and consent,” ete. Mr. Parker hu-
morously remarked that Her Majesty had
reigned a good many years, and had seen
many embryo statesmen spring up to give
her advice ; but he thought she had sense
cnough generally to form a just estimate
of the ‘“advice” they gave her. Indeed,
it might ot ba amiss for the workingmen
1o adldvise Her 2Iliiesty not to pay any at-
tention to such men. In criticising the
provisions of the Bill, Mr. Parker stated
that it constituted a court agpinst the de-
cision of which there was no appeal. If
such court was to be so infallible that there
need be no appeal aghinst its decisions,
overy care should be taken to see that it
was properly constituted. He then showed
Wy comparing different clauses of the bill
that it was impossible that such results
could be reached. Then again the princi-
pal, indeed the only cause of dispute be-
tween masters-and workmen—the question
of wages—was excinded from the jurisdic-
tion of the court to be constituted by the
bill, so that in fact the workingmen would
be ro better off than they were herotofore,
The existing courts of the couniry were
sufficient o settle all other causes of dis-
pute.  After showing the loos » manner in
which the bill had been drawa up, ke (the
spenker) contended that it would have the
effect of cutiing up the working classes in-
to castes the same as those of -India. It
sappad the Yberty of the workingmen, Tho
cowrt it proposes to constitute is a one-
sided affair, o majority being in favor of
the masters. In fact the bill fails altogether
in accomplishiug the object it proposes.
The present Ontario Govermment pretend.-
¢d to be very coreful of the way in which
it spent the money of the country ; but the
speaker thought that spending it in passing

such a bill, at the rate of $6 u day for cach

member, and then in printing before and

after it was passed was a most reprehensi- )
ble act. When they sent men to legislate 1
for them at the rate of $6 o day, they

wanted 56 worth of work done—tho very

best possible work that could be done for

the monéy, and not such trash as the hills;
to which the resolution he now moved had

reference. '

Before the chairman had time to call upon

the gentleman’ dppointed to sccond thel

sprang to the front of the platform, and

.commenced to read what he called an

amendment, which was written upon three
or four sheets of foolscap. His appearance
seemed to be a preconcerted signal for a
state of agitation as violent as it was un-
called for;; bocause it was utterly impossible
for any one who was even within three feet
of the person who was gesticulating, to
understand one sentence that was spoken,
50 great was the hubbub.. This continued
for some time, for Mr. Paton, with a per-
severance wcrthy of a better cause, per-

 sisted in struggling to the end of the manu-

script. What the full nature of the sup-
posed amendment wag, it was impossible
to conjecture ; but the (Hlobe of Saturday
rescued the valuable document from obliv-
ion, and so to give our readers an idea
of the relevancy of the amendment, we sub-
join it as follows :—

Be it vesolved in amendment that we, the
workingmen of the city of Hamilton, in mass
meeting assembled, in order to stand square
and fair before the public, that the Committee
be requested by this mass-moetini forthwith
to bring from their hiding-place the flags and
emblems that shone so conspicuously in the
public procession on the 15th day of May,
1872, in the city of Hamilton, in order to be
sold by public auction to the highest bidder
and converted into lawful moncy, and so pay
James Ryan his wages and other lizbilities and
debts incurced by the nine hour leagme.
Whereas, be it known to all whom it wnay con-
cern, that we, the workingmen of the city of
Hamilton, in mass-meeting assembled, regret
exceedingly that Mr. James Ryun, employed
by the nine honr league, has not yet received
his wages, amounting to $120.20; and that
when he completed his mission be appeared
before his cmployers and gave in bis report,
which was well reccived, and acknowledged
by all to be thie greatest piece of work ever
performed in such a short time by any work-
ingman in this or any other country ; and that
furthermore, his employers, vt the committec
of the said nine-hour leaguc, with a daring
and unscrupulous hand commmiited anoutrage
on this poor workingman' never before known
amongst trades unions or labor reforms, to re-
duce his wages to $80, and promising to pay
him in one month from that date, which prom-
ise has not yet been ful_ﬁ!lenl, setting the Di-
vine law at defiance, which says tho laborver ia
worthy of his hire.

After a considerable amount of cross fir-
ing had been indulged in, Mr. Paton finally
left the platform, and order was suficiéntly
restored to resume the business of the meet-
ing, and Mr. Roy, of the Moulders’ Uiion,
in some well chosen and timely remarks
seconded the resolution submitted by Mr.
Parker.

Mr. O'Callaghan then cume forward in a
considerable state of agitation, and the
disturbance again commenced. After some
time the chairman suceceded in procuring
that gentleman a hearing, who begged to
differ from the flrst speaker, who, he said,
had denounced the Lien Law, and he (Mr.
0'Callaghan) thought it .a step in the right
direction, This remark was received with
derisive cheers, because in reality they were
but an echo to Mr. Parker’s words. He
also defended the arbitration law, conténd.
ing that it gave workmen the means of
collecting wages amounting to snms of over
3109 without rendering it necessary to em-
ploy lawyers at great. expense to prosccute
their claims in the county court or Court
of Queen’s Bench.

After Mr, O’Callaghan had resumed his
seat, the chairman was zbout to put the
resolution to the meeting when Mr. John
Mowatt said he desired to wlfer an amend-
ment as follows 1 —

_ Resolved—'that we, the workingmen o the
c¢ity of Hamilton in wass mecting asseiibled,
do reengnize the action taken by the € iovern-
ment of Untario in ameuding the Tien Law as
desived by our fellow-workingmen of Voronto,
at their meeting, snd that wo acknowledge
the passing of said Ack as a beneiit to the me-
chanics, contractors, ete., of this our favored
country, and that we arve highly satistied with
the mode of its working.”

The mover made but few remarks in its
support. A gentleman in the audience,
whose namo "did not trauspive, scconded
the amendment. .

The chairnan, after reading the original
resolution and the amendment, called for
a vote on the latter, which was declared
lost. A vote was then taken on the oviginal
resolution, and the chainnan declared, it
carried. ’ . -

The chairman then said that in conse-
quence of the non-arzival of the gentloman

the programme, relative to Convict Lubor,‘
he would call upon Mr. Williams, delegate.
from the Toronto Trades” Assembly, to
move tho resolution in reference to the
municipal ‘and Assessment Amendments,
Ur. Williams then came forward, and read
the resolution as follows :—

Resolved—That this meeting cannot view
without grave apprehension, some of the pro-
pused amendments to the Municipal and “As-
sessment Act, and would recommend attention
to those clanses which, it is believed, will bear
with undue pressure upon the operative class-
es, and will prove detrimental to the best in-
terests of the community.

Before proceeding to the discussion of
this subject he wished to say a few words/
respecting the associntion under whose aus-
pices this meeting had been called. It was
a source of pride and pleasure to him to be
sent to represent his Touronto brethren
at so large and infloential & meeting. He
wished to felicitate the originators of the
association upon the expressive title they
had adopted for it—¢ The Canadian Labor
Unity.” The very mention of the name
was peculiarly suggestive of harmony and
brotherhood ; and he trusted the time
would speedily come when its branches
would be established far and wide ; and
that not only in our sister cities, but when
from city to town, and from town to vil-
lage they would be found to exist, so that
wheraver a ‘workingman's lot in Canada
might be cast, he would not only meet with
the grasp from the hand of brother, but he
would be greeted with the mystic signs
of this freemasonry among workingmen.
Though this idea might be considered
somewhat advanced, he did not consider it
Utopizn, and, at any rate, it was a consum-
mation devoutly to he wished., (Hear,
hear.) He knew thers were many who
would bitterly oppose such a spread of
Unionism, and would pretend to see in it
all kinds of dangers against the public weal;
but why should not they, who had realized
the benefits of Unionism, desire to see its
spread. There was nothing in its princ&-
ples of which they nced to feel ashamed.
Trade Unionists had no sympathy with the
dreaded Internutionals, nor did they sub-
scribe to the doctrines of Communism—
what they desired, simply and solely, was
to veccive a ‘‘fair day’s pay for = fair day’s
work. (Applause.) Some would say that
such wide-spread unionism would be sub-
versive of order, and tend to produce agi-
tation, and would argue that the placing of
so much power in the hands of the masses
would operate against the best interests of
socicty. He admitted it might operate
against the private interests of many whe
were now receiving far more than their
share of the productions of the country, and
that oughit to be wore equally distributed
amongst the producers : but that it wonld
operate against the public weal he was not
prepared to admit, becanse, in his opinion,
nothing would tend to contribute so much
to the progress aud prosperity of any coun-
try as & well-paid and contented operative
population.  Wistory” taught them tha)
sometimes people who had had stricken
from them the shackles of & galling bond-
age, had for o time abused, rather than
used, the liberties conferred apon them,
and those who desired to keep Jem duwil
crotuted with the fingrer of seorn, and said,
clheaw are the acts ol odaen whom you
docmed worthy of liberty ! Bub such
judgizents were too hastily pronounced,
and those who uttered them forgot that
snch aets wore but the miserable legacy
bequeathed them by years of oppression.
But cven these eases were rather the excep-
tion than the rule; and he referred to the
present state of affairisin the Mother Country.
He spoke of that wonderful movewment
amony that hitherto neglected and opprcsgécf
class-—the Eunglish agicultnral labover. Bat
no acts of vetaliation had boen committed
by than, nor had the dark, midnight’ sky
Daca ilhuninated by the glare from the
torch of the. incendiary ; but under the
lewicrship of men of tho stawp of that
privce simong lenders—Joseph Arch;théy
wore rapidly acquiting & position that a
man wauld have been deemed a mnd enthu-
giast had he prophésicd it but a few years
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resolution, M “Jas. Paton, nnoxpeetedly ' who was to move the next resolution on ‘ago.  (Applauge.) He.then spoke of the

* «

grand future that awaited the workingmen
of this country, and urged upon those who
were associated with the Labor Unity to be-
true to its principles, and in so doing they
would help to usher in the good time com-
ing ; but if they were not true, then some

| other instrumentality would be used, for

In patience, long enduring wrong,
The weak may strive ageinst the strong,

But the day shall yet appear
When the might with the right and the truth

shall be,
And come what may to stand in the way,

That day the world shall see. :
(Applause.) - Mr. Williams then went onto
review some of the features in the amend-
ments proposed to the Municipal law which
he considered objectionable. The first was
with reference to the election of the mayors
of cities by the council. Mayors used to
be elected by the people, and it was gen-
erally believed that principle would be re-
stored, but it was found that the proposi-
tion was to have the election still in the
hands of the council. A Toronto paper had:
said that this was right ; it would, secure
the election of better men, because ths.
peuple could be more easily bought.

(A voice—‘t That’s a lie ") .
EMr. Willlams said the word was a very
expressive Saxon word which sometimes;
conveyed a great truth. (Laughter.) These
were gross libels upon the workingman,
whose hands were as clean as those of any
other class of men. (Applause.) Then an-
other proposition was to grant to city coun-
cils the power to give gratuities to city of-
ficers after twenty-five years’ continuous -
service. :

For some time the interruption had been -
rather annoying to the speaker, and at this .
point became so great that Mr., Williams
declined to proceed any further with his
remarks, stating that the subject he was .
discussing did not seem sufticiently inter- .
esting to them to engage their attention.

Mr. Ellender seconded the resolution -
without remark. L

The Chairman was proceeding to put the
resolution, but calls being made for Mr.
Willisms to finish his remarks, he came for-"
ward and said he wouldnot speak at length, *
but wonld simply indicate what he consid-
ered the objectionable features in these
proposed zmendments to the Municipal |
Law. It was to benoted that these had -
not yet been passed ; they were only reo-
conmended for passage ; therefore, it was .
of hmportunce if workingmen objected-to :
them or any of them that they should
make those objections known before the -
objectionable features became crystallized
upon the statute book. The first.objection -
was to the clection of Mayor by the Coun- -
cil ; the second to the foisting of civic offi- -
cers upon the pension list because they had -
hiad a good sitnation at a fat salary for °
twenty-five years ; the third was the propo-
sition to tax every dollar a workingman |
might earn. It was also proposed to extend
the term of aldermen to three years instead
of vne, and this, he considered, very ob: |’
jectionable, as affordivg fuciliiies for the”
formation of ‘rings.”

the rezsond given he did not congidar it
advisable to oceupy their time. _ E
H s .
Mr. O'Callaghan said hefore thai.resolu-
tion was put he wanted Mr, Willinmns té

wmen of Hamilton were without intelligence.

language ; he had said they wore not suffi-
ciently intexested in his (the speaker’s) e

_ After some bickering, _
"0’ Callaghan so far forgot himsclf as to talls

spewker, he tinally acknowledged that he--
“was behind ‘the scencs when ' the svdede.:
were spoken, and that he might have bee
_mistnl\teﬁ. . . ;
. Before the i{iotipn was put, lloxx'ex-él'z-. T
Willimas, in oxder to sctile any (lfjix}g&
that migh! exist in the Yejnds of aﬂyjbr’é "
seut, said that ho had not the slightes
canse for making so absurd s remny
been agtributed to him. . )

The motion was then earvied:

1.

oo .o e
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Theso were the . -
points he intended speaking upon, ‘but for ...
v . 4

take bask his expression that the working- - |

Mr, Williams said he had used no such,

marks. N C
daring which Mr,, ¢

0

of ramming-his fist down thoe shroat of.the~-

MrSl
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