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aimaiul lie nientioiieci was apparently
fairly intelligent, but lie lackecl, to niy

idi]1 the thinking- powers of a couple
OI oce knlewv.

l'ie \\-ilter before last I miade a pret-
ty tidy stake cutting corclwood near
t'rinlcc Albert. COi getting to town in
thc sp)riin alniiost the first mîani I ran
inito \vas Tiiii O'Gornian, an old pal of
titine. Alter the uisual drinks, w'e got
t() giving- otnr histories froin the tinie
wve lIiid parted tu date. IHe tol i mc lie
lhad bouilt soîiethiucr like a coup)le of
liundred acres of lanci, about fifty miles
froml Saiskatooiî, aind that lic \\-as driving
oi t li hs property ini a fe\w days' tinie.

"Thc ývinter's liard work hiad told on
miy (lelicate constituition. I feit suire Iliat
if t con stultedl a iii(lical mian he'd order
nic t0 take a lonig rest as the only mneans
of preenlt.ing( a general br-eak up of niy
bealtlî. Nattm-aIIv, I didn't care to pre-
senit a docur wVith somle of 1113 liard-
carnced (lollars juist to bc blid what I

1Xhn o a favotirable opporturtity,,
tlîrehret akedO'Gorinan if lîe'd let

Ille baicli it wili hn during the suni-
"'ei-. ile ]a(llied( b 1) K gi(1 (I0 su, but
lic ]ialppcned to be liard up jtust then.

Piialv.it Vd SttI(1 Iwas lu buy
lthe chutck. '[( ivi 'bd priovide die shelter.

"On i dt vl fohI'lig ýve took train
lu Sîsktuui. \e thiere b)ougclit our

supp)llies anld, u)f courllse, also eiideavNoured
lu szttisfv- a \vIinter's thirst, anîd at the
sainull t une 111) u foi- a suiiniier dur-

ilîg wlîîul v(ilhave to exisî, foir the
)')ost 1 1rt. on1 ()iio belter thain i\aîier
tua anîd uC 1lue. Bu] hs isntligt
(10 Nvitli iiiv story. )i 1l l-sIOlil o

-"it ti ok Ils, t\\o (1aY, to get to O'Gor-
inaîfs~ ~ ~ Z ia. o-acouple of wces W

Wer l)lSV1)fhlilg p asiack ïo- our-
se u.ald oune foi- tle teaîtil. I i1Lould

haeSaid 11ha1, besidu2s dlie hiorses, O'Gor-
mati brunglit \Vitll lm a coulple Of dlogs.

Whîaî lw-eed tbuvý\ belonigcl > a'îsy

M ca l 'n m tg IeS. atd uigly ones
ai lt. pal liad bouigbt thlenivvt
the nŽauîll aiid \va. frti a od

diai t. ldIn
stuîi N\îet- ven quietly by.

fuît m iteatît euriing. buit, ail the
~:n. I(lv-ea(ile(l to thlikof the return

to work in thec winter, fearing a relapse.
Every thing cornes to an end, lowcver,
soonier or later, anci about the rnidfle
of October 1I found mi-yseif starting oni
the retuirn t.,) Saskatoon, acc onpanied
by O'Gormian and his dogs.

"We lhad driven about ten miles wheni
at the saine moment, we both looked
back. Ail across the western horizoni
stretclîec a line of fire. The wind wvas
lîighi, an(l wc w'cre at least thirty miles
fromn shielter. There was only one thîng
to do: buirn a fire o-tard writlîout clclay.
*Ve hiastily jumiped frorn the wagon, and
then niy pal, after feeling in his pockets,
asked mie for sonie of my matches. Now,
as you know, I clon't smoke. It wasn't
to 1)e surprised at, therefore, that I
hiadn't any on nie. Again O'Gornîan
raiisacked his clothes, with a like resuit.
We theti looked at each other as mii do
wlîo aire about to face sornethiîîg not
l)articularly delightful.

"Now looking at ecd other wasii't go-
ing to lielp any. We had to get busy
and do soilictlîing to protcct ourselves
f roni tlîat prairie fire, and quick too,
for, wiîlî the wind blowing good and
steacly froni the w~est, the lîead flanie
woulld 1)e aloîîg lii less tlîan no time.

"WJell, fellows, we unlîitclîed the
horses iin (louble quick time, after turn-
ing the wagont dute north andi soutlî. We
then piled blankets, oatsac<s, etc., ili
the space left openl beneath the box. This,
we hoped, \x'ot11ld protect us some, any-
way.

"I lhad hutri-iedly tied the Iîoîses to one
of the wagoni whcels to keep them f roi
sayinig 'good-bye' to us, thligli, to tell
you the truth, they had not once shown
the tusual sigils of terror at the approacli
of tlie fire. I miust have made a pretty
pol kulot, for, on looking rouind, after
the completion of our barricade, We
founi both hiorses loose. Our first sur-
prise was capped by a second. Instead
of startingo off niadly towards the east,
they iaci gone to the west side of the
wýaoîîi, and sortie ten yards from it. Tlîeir
actions dumifounded us. Tlîey were
miunching the grass around as if they'd
not lîad a bite to eat for at least three
years aîîd a hiaif. We were both too
astonislied to even l)reathe. We stood


