
Along the Peïace Rivecr

flld nd an hour's drive or so awvlies the
,.,pCliiieiitaI farrn of the Dominion Gov-
Crnn111int, conducted by Robert Jones, where
%Ne cLrra.ily liad good evidence of the agri-
ciltia-l possibilities of this far-off country.
xv Iiai-, oats, rye, barley, potatoes, turnips,
c:arr[ots-, onions, beets, cauliflower, peas,
branis, înany berrnes, rnany flowers, etc., -til

giVn astonishing profusion. We saw
aliso diie farms of several who to their mate-

a avantage had forsaken the fur trade
for, the profits of the plow. There are two
religlous missions here, of different faiths,
doing wvork among natives. Lt wvas so long
agyo as 1876 that Brother Reynier, of the
Rýoman Catholic mission, took the flrst prize
for wheat at the Philadeiphia Exposition.
He is an old man today, a quaint and in-
tercsting figure.

At Fort Vermilion you begmn to touch
dlie r-omance of the past, and feel, indeed,
that you are in the Fan North, in the fur
country of which we have ail read. Vie
ail invested here stili more extensively in
Indian wonk, moccasins, gun covers, dog
wviîips, dog blankets, moose hides,' beads,
quill-work, etc. It ivas with genuine re-
girct thiat we turned back froni this old post,
feelinig that now we were headed toward
hioe-a place which, I amn disposed to
think, few of us would have preferred to
a farther journey into this fascinating wil-
derncilss country. We shail long cherish the
fricidships we made at this far-off frontier
Post, where we were treated so handsomely,
as, iiideed, we were ail along the line. The
1)Os1itality, of the frontier is genuine and un-
rcstraîincd. In the Far North, gcnerosity
atn(I kindliness are spontaneous and at times
wc were inuch touched hy our reception.

I shall flot say much more of our jour-
n ey Up the river, from, Fort Vermilion to
Peace R\iver Landing again. It was nest-
fl ý11 aîi interesting ail the way, with the
bea1r sbooting, the scenery, and the con-
tiniuai sense o'f frontien life which was al
abour us. The hardships of the frontier

vceabsent. It was on the return voyage,
ho wever, that we had another very excit-

mg"dventure" with the bears. It seems
thtthis island where we finst saw a bear

gaffnd like a salmon is rather famous among
th, river men. It was on our third day of
the upstream voyage that we again ap-
DrOached it, f rom the opposite direction. I

s~'one of the deckhands take Up a board

and bank it against the side of thc boat. At
first 1 did flot understand -w'blat lie wvas
doing. An instant later it was perfectiy
apparent. The cry ai-ose once more, "Bear!
Bear-! There they go! Try thicy go !" We
could sec distinctly two littie dlark objecrs
iii the Nvater. The sound of the dcckbhand's
board, and the whistle of thie boat, biad car-
ried far. The ncarcst, \vhicli seemied necarly
wvhite in colon, wvas the best part of liaif a
mile awav.

Ag.ain the batteries began; pilot bouse,
hurricane deck, main deck and lower dcck,.
ail iii action at once, w ith eveî-vthing from.
al .405 doxvn to a .22 banging and popping.
Thie two bears wN-e1-e 300 or 400 yards apart,
and the farthcr one scemed to bc a grizzly.
No one seemned to bc getting very close in
bis wvork. H- would flot openl up withl
bis cannon at such long range, bult 1 hiave an
idea that he ententained a sncaking tboughit
of getting within. a couple of hundred yards
or so and then kiliing both bears. We did
get within easy range of this bear, but un-
fortunately for myv fxiend's plan, just as hie
xvas raising bis rifle for the first shiot, Pilot
Sbowvan frorn above t 'pluinkedl" die quarry
tbnough the biead wvitli the iast shot in his.
.30-30.

We dropped down to gaif this one, whîch
proved to bc a good-sized black bear, but
very light in colon, almost sandy, and much
like the coat of the grizzly. Ail thlese robes,
while flot fuii-furred, were muchi better
than miiglit have been cxpectcd for the
iniddle of August. Aftcr that occurred one
of the best instances of the power of the-
nmodern rifle I bave ever sen.

We Nvere stili more tban 700 yards bc-
low the remaining bear wlien H- began
to fire at it, thinking, I presune, that there
wvas too muchi chance of soirneone else kilt-
ing this bear too. There was oniy a little
dark spot to bc seen far up the river, and
a long ripple of water trailing out behind.
This time I bad my rifle, and 1 fired a fcw
times, but there was no real hiope of any-
one hitting tbe bear, whicli was fast mak-
ing shore. My friend's guess at clevationý
mnust have been fairly correct, because the
four shots hie fired all seemed to drop in the
vicinity of the bobbing black object. At
the Iast shot the black object wcnt under,
and a jury of the deckhands, friends and'
others gave the credit to the .4o5, whose
voice m-as verv unmistakable.
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