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p ARLIAMENT will open iii another week under peculiar
irand interesting circumestances. The prime minister will

lie absent and in hie place will be an acting premier without
bie authority; back of himn will be a more or less divided
and restiess party. The government has been weakened
since the ]ast session by the loss of two of its strongest
members. Hon. F. B. Carveli and General Mewburn, while
there ie good reason to believe that before the house opens
there will be the announcemnent of the retirement of a third.
The house ie opening on a session which, from the stand-
Point Of political excitement, has infinite possibilities. Halw-
ever, there le no use predicting what w.ill happen. For the
past three years political prognosticatore et the opening of
parliament have confidentiy announced that the government
was on the Point of dissolution and that it could flot pas-
s;ibly, last out the session. Ithlas wound up each session pos-
sibly stronger than at the opening.

Parliament Buildings Not Ready

Parliamient will meet in the new buildings. Unless
miracles are p)erformed in the next week, the. conditions will
be far f rom comfortable or. satisfactory. A smaîl arniy of
workinen are strenuausly endeavoring ta get a semblance
of order and to smooth out the ragged edges of an uncom-
pleted contractors' Job, but at best the. two chambers will
meet amid the. grime and duat and noise of work. It can-
not b. otherwise unless the. contractors' ceas. all operations
as long as the. house ie la session. It is-candidly admitted
naw that a huge mistake was made in maving into the. new
building this session. It will be two years yet before the
contractors and architects hand over a completed job to the
governmeflt.

Union Platform May be Presented

This session will, undoubtedly, see a final decision as ta
the future of the Union party, and as to the. selection of a
leader. Both Liberal and Conservative Unionise are de-
manding that some decision should be reached. It le realized
that the. present unsatiefactory conditions cannot long pre-
vail. The. first question ta b. settled is that of a platform.
The great trouble with the. government at present is, that
it has na policies. No one is sure just what it stands for,
and a party as well as an individuel without guiding pria-
ciples, is steering for the rocks. Tt is understood that the.
cabinet has been, working on a platform which may be sub-
mitted tu an early caucus.

1TariEf May b. Chief Issue
On most questions there wiIl b. little dîfficulty la reach-

ing an agreement. The. sturnbling block, if any, will b. the.
tariff. However, the. majority of the cabinet and probably
the xnejority of the. governmeit'5 parliamentary following,

to Survive-Direct Taxation, the
Among Subjects for Legiiation

are apparently prepared ta unite an a policy of moderate
protection, with a tariff revised after careful inquiry, upon
scientific lines with a view ta protecting aur industries and
raising revenues and yet not extending special privileges
ta any industries. Hon. Arthur Meighen has been making
speeches along these fines, and while he was probably voic-
ing only hie own personal views ut the time, as far as can
b. learned, it is about the. opinion of the majority of the.
government. Such a policy will not setisfy extreme pratec-'
tioniste or soume of the government'e western following. The.
former will make a group af their own and the latter wl
proably b. driven ta join the cross-benches. If the platform
le not acceptable to thie government caucus, then disintegra-
tion will rapidly follow and the ald Conservative party will
lie resurrected.

Goyerament Leader Alac Uncertain

The platfarmn approved, the next question will lie that
of leader and this ie even more involved. 0f course, until
Sir Robert Borden actually retires, nothing can be don.. It
is rumoured thut hie resignation le alI written out ready to
be handed ta the Governor-General if so desired. When h.
left Ottawa hie health was, euch that not even hie closest
and best friends ever expected to see hum in bis office again.
Re is reported, however, to b. much improved in health and
if the cabinet and the party fail to ogres on a leader and
ut present there is no Elisha in sight, he may remain et
hie poest. What.ver huppene, unlese there le a real criais,
he wili not be in Ottawa this -session.

Finance Miaister's Pollcy

Interest of the session will, of course, centre around the.
budget speech, bath f rom a political and business stand-
point. Tt will lie the firet budget of Sir Hlenry Drayton and
wil be, one of the. moet important la the history of the.
country. Sir Henry, fromn the time he took the portfolio,
lias taken the, stand that the tiret essential was strict econ-
amy and 'that current expenditure and revenue muet bal-
ance. Revenues for this paet year have been buoyaxnt and
will run nearly $350,000,000. The estimate for the coming,
year wiil not be less. Thie meuns that expenditures will
have ta be kept ta this sumn if there are nat; ta be heavy
borrowinge. With fi,xed ex penditures running ta some hun-
dred and fifty millions or more through interest, pensions,
etc., it ie no easy task ta pare the expenditures down ta tuis
sum. Salary increases will run into millions, wiiile the
government service is conetantly expanding. The estimates
have been sent back a couple of tinies for revîsion and the
ministers are etili warryîng with their officials on the subject.

It is intimated that there will be no drastic tariff changes
this session. UntiI the. party adopted some policy tixis le
self -evident, Here will come the big tug of tii. session us'
the. cross-benches led by Hon. T. A. Crerar .are certain ta
cail for a general revision downwerde, while ln view of the
Liberal platform, Honi. Muckenzie King cannot sit quiet.


