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dispense with the valise, will deprive the
soldier of a change of shirt, a matter of
serious import to him witen detached on
active duties, away from the hase of sup-
phes; and il he cannot take his valise
into the field on service with the S. W,
Iquip:cut, he certzinly wiil not carry
his blanket, Lut will scon rid himself of
the encumbrance by threwinyg it away.

oti—Another most serious defect iu
tie S, \V. system is the imperfect pio-
vision 1t afforis for the carrisge of great
coat during and after freavy rain on the
line of maich,

Tor toenable tha soldier theu Uy waar
it, he has to remove ali his accoulre-
ments, and when the rain bss ceased, he
has still to continue the march with his
coat on, as he cannot carry it en baudo-
lier owing to bag ou shoulders, and to
recall it for carriage ou braces would ne-
cessitate too much delay and difliculty,

In the Oliver system the coat can be
reached and used as easy as the coat
cape, and afterwards cairried en Bauto-
Lier i require:1,

1oth —The tension exezrefsed by the
haversack strap on the right shoulder in
the 5. W. is very distressing owiuy to
the posilion the bag occupies bLelow the
great coat on ithe buttocks, and the
length of tite strap, and the course it has
to pursue to reach the haversack in this
situation,

Lith.—Bet the most importast advan-
tage of all is, that, without any increase
in weiglt, the Oliver equipmeut places
cach individual soldier in personal pos-
session of 170 rounds of amwmunition in
the lield, owing to its system of cons.
truction and the fact that it is 4lbs. goz.
less in weight than the 8. W, whica can
only cairy from jyo to 100 rounds, and
conscquently needs  two annmuuition
carts, wules to  accompany cach
regiment to supply each man with 65
rounds of extra ammunition, a systewn
of supply whiclh is precarious in the
extreme, and often a cause of serious
obstruction fo am army corps ot its
lines of advauce or sireat.

Our illustration gives a good idea of
the difference in looks between the equip-
ment now in use and that of Dr, Oliver,
and further comittents are unnecessary on
our part,

and
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Chitral and the Chatralis.

(i rom the Naval aad Aiitiery Record,)

Chitral, the distriet on e North-West.
ern frontier of Hindostan, on whieh o
Lritizh army of # Lisi men i< now mareii-
ing, has hivherto been tittle heard of in
this country.  Our iy will hielicate the
position of this meuntainous stronghold
of the wild Swati and Patlin tribesnien,
Roughly it is Totnded on the west by
Melanita and Kadivistin, the Jatter o
country which theeresically i< within the
Atthe north
G the River oo, awel beyen bit the ter-

sphere of British intlaene,
vitory of Rucsbie s on the east the independ-
ent state ol Rashmir: el on the =outh
lies Brivish India. with the Whvber Pass
as its gatewny,  Chiteal itselt is a village
reund a fort, and there are two roads to
ity on which British troops are travelling,

Cne, from Peshawur, rens northward
over a terrible country, with motntain
passes 10600 feet high, anl by this the
main boly is proceeling,  The other and
lenger road is through Kashimir to Gil-
git, and then for 100 miles almost due
east. Licutenant-Colonel A, G Durand,
who was formerly British agent at Gilgit,
i o reeent book, ealls Chiteal “ the laud
of imirth and marder,” anl descriles the
inhabitanes as a = short. active race, de-
voted to polo. passionately fond of dane-
ing and songs, who seem unable to pass
a flower without gathering i6 and stick-
ing it in their emall toabans” The old
Mcehtar was a typical mountain chicf—
tadl. hanedseme,  distingnished-looking,
with a princely bearing and a dignificd
courtesy to his guests; he was relentless,
cruel asdeath, u past-master in dissimula-
tion, and steeped to the lips in the blood
oi hiz brothers and relations,  Captain
Younghusband, anotherEnglishman. who
knew the Mehtar Nizam-el-Mulk, gave a
more favourable picture of him wo the
Royal Gecgraphical Society in London
last week,  Admitting his iauls, he yet
says that e raled his pecple well, and he
se¢  low
fortamate 1 was to have such a pleasant-
nannersd, amenable Prinee to deal with,
and, during the long lonely months in
Chitral, I got to look forward to lis
almost daily visits to me as one of the
chicl cheering events in my life there,
He would salk away on every imagin-
able subject, from the manufacture of
soda-water to the meaning of a New
Testament a missionary had sent him.
all the illustrated
papers Lwould recerve, amd books with

added :—+1 soon began to

1 used to shew him

pictures, and these used to go the round
of his [ollowing as welll,”  Since 1892
Chitral has been almost uninterraptedly
in the state of disorder.  In September of
that year the then reigning Mchtar,
Aman-ul-Malk, died, and his second son,
Mzul, scized the throne, Nizam, the
eldest =on. took refuge in Gilgit, hut was
re-establi<hed on the chrone by the aid of
a British ioree.  On January 1st of thas
year, Nizam  was assassinated by lus
brother, Andr-ul-Mulk, and the tragedy
gave an opportunity to their uncle, Sher
Afzui, who had been arvested in Afghan-
istan by order of the Ameer. to intervene,
He escaped frem Afghanstan, and was
joined in the invasion of Chitral by his
nivee’s husbawl, Umra Khan of Jandol,
one of the most powertul Pathan chicef-
tains, The whole country has submitied
to the invaclers, with the exeeption of the
Chitral Fort, whers the British agent
oo Bobertson, is <hat up with Amir-nl-
Muik. the fratricide.  The Brivsl author-
ities aeting on the peliey of recognising
the de facto valer, however he may have
obtained his position. reeognised v
as the vightful Mebtae
ol the
U

Thev denmaond-

Chitral by
Nhan hy (<t of Apeid, and to
cnlorec thiat demansl oue arimy is march-

evacuation  of

ing, The wevere fighting which it has
to cneounter  in Malakand
shews that its will be no chikl's
play. and that the diiticultios of trauns-
port will be very great, although the
distance from Peshawur to Chitralis only

1 o
the Pass,

work

IS5 miles. Tt will be easily understood
that the snecession of this insignificant
Chitral throne is not the only object of
onr policy.
our control

Its main purpose is to secure
over the mountains that
hedge in the fertile plams of our Indian
Fmpire. Thisis one of the ways by
which a Russian invasion of In‘lia might
be attempted, and we desire to secure
that no expedition shall gather in foren
among the mounteins of the Iindoo
Koosh, and swllenly lescend like an ava-
lanche on our territory.

Presentation to Lt. Col. Call
by his Officers and
ex-Officers.
NeweastrLe, N, B., April 19—On the
28th of Jannary Lt. Col. Call of the New-
castle Field Battery gave a dinner to the
oflicers aml ex-ofliciers, to eclebrate the
event of the calling out of the battery in
1875 for active service. To-day the ofli-
cers and ex-oflicers held a very happy
reunion. the purpose of which was the
presentation to Col. Call of 2 handsomely
framed picture of the present statf and
ex-oflicers. It was in the best style of
Notman of Montreal. In the centre is a
likeness of Col. Call, surmounted by a
field gun with the batlery colours and
nicely grouped around him are the other
ofticers.  The inscription at the top reads:
¢ Newcastle Field Battery of 1868,” and
underncath it “ Presented to Lt. Col. Call
by the oflicers and ex-oflicers of the New-
castle Iield Battery, April 19th, 1895."
Thuse who compose the group are: L.
Col. Call, Capt. R. L., Maltby, Lt. A. A.
Davidzon, Lt. H. 1. Johnson, Surgeon
F. L. Pendolin, Veterinary Sargeon John
Morrisey, ex-Lt. James Mitchell, ex-Lit.
W. AL Park, ex-Lt. C. F, Fish, ex-Lt. R,
A. Lawlor, ex-Lt. I>. Wheeler, ex-Surgeon
John S, Denson, ex-Vet. Surgeon Jas.
Brown. The presentation was malo by
Capt. R. L. Maltby in a few well chosen
words, and was veplied to by Lt. Col. Call
in lis usual happy vein, He recalled
the history ol the battery since its orga-
nization in 1868, Specches, music and
refreshments followed,  Musical selee-
tions were given by Lt. Wheeler of the
battery and Lt. R. A. March of the &th
New Brunswick Princess Louise regiment

of cavalry,

The gathering broke up with God Save
thie Queen and cheers for the Newcastle
Field Battevy.—san,
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Cooxing Outfit for Campers.

* The essential cookinyg utensils of the
outfit are very simple and few in number »
viz.: afry pan, a bean keitle, two pal
kettles, \Viison skinning knife, and aniron
mxing spoon. The smaller kattle fits
snugly within the farger one and this
turn tiss witiun the baan kede, A suit-
able fry pwn isobtunzl by cutting all bat
ahout threz inches from the handle of the
common type of lony handled fry pan. On
the top of that portion of the handle which
renains s ficly riveted aniron sock:t of
square cross section, into which the
squared end of a green stick is thrust as



