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thenar space; the middle palmar space; the hypothenar space; the
radlial bursa; the uinar bursa. Through the last tw() s1>a(Cs in-
fections usuially spread fromi the hand to the forearm.

The liue of treatment lies iii carly adequate -and properly
plaeed incisions; drainage, if any, 1b'v riibber tissue; and the use
of Bier's hyperemia. T/ici. G~azelle.

HAZARDS IN HANDLING GASOLINE

During 1913 in the United States 1,040 persons were burned
to death and 3,120 persons injured (a weekly average of twenity
persons 'killed and sixty persons injured) on account of gasoline
fires. In harmouy with experience respecting hu-man ways and
human indifference, the iucreasing uise of gasoline and other liqnid
fuels which are dangerous becausc of their ready inflammability
will probably increase thc number of accidents which cause loss
of life as well as great damage to property. Miscellancous hazards
in the use of the inflammable products exist which lead to leai•age
of these volatile substances and their ignition by spontaneons and
lunsuspected methods, as well as those, due to obvious carelessness.
A feature. however, whi'ch is not readily comprchended and which
is a serions source of danger is the fact that gasolihe or gasoline
vapor burus. but a mixture of the vapor and air is highly explosive.
The Bureau of _Mines illustrates the situation in these words: If
one takes the cover off a full pail of tightly enclosed gasoline and
applics a match to the surface, the gasoline xviii flare uip and buiru
as long as the grasoline hasts. On thc other baud, if one puts a few
dropýs of gasoline in a small hightly enclosed pail, waits a few min-
uites. and thcu introduces a flame or an electric sparli, a violent
explosion will most likely result. Iu the first case the vapor buirns

as fast as it comes from the gasoline, and mixes with the oxygen
of thc air-, iii the second, the oih vaporizes in the pail and mi xes
uniiformlv with the air iu it te formi an explosive mixture, aud on
ignition explodes. Consequentl 'y, wheu one hears of a disastrous
gasoliine explosion eue ma 'v be stire that it resiilted from the mixing
of the vapor from the gasoline with air in the proportions neces-

sary to form an explosive mnixturc. The behaviour of illuminat-
ing (ras, xvhicb buirus quietly xvhen hiberated alone, but explodes
when a mixture with air is heated, is quite analogous. The publii

has been slow to appreciate these distinctions, and hence they de-
servc emphiasis. At ordiuar 'v temperatures, air wihl hold from
to 2S per cent. of gasoline vapor. As gasolinc vapor is about three


