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himself entirely to scientific investigation, is merely part of the
preparation for the elinical work to be subsequently iindertak'en
in the wards of the hospital, the resuits of the scientifie researches
carried ont in the laboratory affording indications for more effi-
cient methods of (lealing with the l)1acti(eal problems encolintered
in the latter department.

I sbonfld here like to point ont that in my opinion it is highily
desirable that there should Le miial co-operation between the
clinician and the laboratory xvorker, and that the clinical methods
of diagnosis sbould not Le abandoned altogether in favor of labora-
tory- metlîods. Too many lives have Leen sacrificed bY delaving an
operation until a definite (liagnosis bas l)een made by means of
elaborate and prolongcd laboratory investigations. in the flrst
place ail the ordinar ' methods of clinical (liagnosis, sucb as I)alpa-
tion, percussion. etc., sboulld Le exbansted, laLoratoiy imetbiods
being employed iiibsequientl.v in order to confirm xvbat bas Leen
diseovered by elinical ones. If the resffits of clinical examination
indicate that ant operation is1 advisahle, make ' our (liagnosis and
aet lipon it, andl do not let ' our patient die from scptic, peritonitis
or soine snicb cauise while yon arc waiting for a report from the
laboratory.

In this conneetion it may Le pointed ont that tlic fntion of
the hospital clinie consists not onl ' iii caring for the sick and in
carrýying ont sclientific investigations, bLut also in training fnture
practitioners of niedicine, and it cannot Le too strongly empba-
sized that the rnost valuable part of this training from a practical
p)oint of vie-w is that wbicb can Le obtained onl' v'y direct contact
with the patie 'nt. In the laborator.- the stifdent learns bis work by
actiuall.v doing it hirnself. not hy mcrely rcading aboiut it or even
by seeing demonstrations. and this rnetliod of teacliing is equally
applieal)le to clinieal work. I arn also strongly of opinion that the
work donc dnring the period devoted to clinical stnd ' should not Le
limited to the stud 'v of patients as Lclonging to a class, Luit should
incln(le that of individnal cases. in accordance with the ruile wbich
prevails in Great Britain. The stifdent is reqnired to carry ont
the observation of the patient froni al] points of view, to note the
symptoms, present, make tbe varions exaiuations necessary for
diagnosis, sift tbe information thus obtained in the light of the
histor '.v wateb the progress and development of the individual. case.
forrnnlate bis own conclusions, and snggest wbatever procedure bis
experience indicates, al] being donc inder the supervision of an
experienced physician or suirgeon. The practical vaine of sncb
training, even if onlyv a eomparatively small number of cases corne


