
DO'MINION IMEDICAL MONTHLY 321

îng single long after the ag-e at wluch tliev slt-ould be ilnarried,
and wl'ho are doing so at an enorm-ous loss to tlieir moral and
physical. welfare, give this as their principal excuse, thiat the
average experience of their friencis who have married, luis been
that the edlucatei wvonien of the present generation are phiysi-
cally unfit to Ibe ý\viNCS anld ilothers.

The writcr recognizes serlsources of error whichi nmust
be allowed for before mi"akîzng sure that this conclusion is correct.

Fiirst, the men who, I)v great care in seiccting-, or bvw chance,
have secured a healtby w'ife, saNv nothing -about their happiness,
foi- they takl-e it as. a matter of- course, as if it werc something
that shoukid be s0, instead of being- somiethinog remnarkable ; while
the men -wblose \ViYc5 b)e.gîn coniflaining a few davs afte- their
mai<rriîagtc, ancd continue to compflain. until (leath cornles to their*
r-cief, are aliost-stire to tell. tlieir frieilds about thieir miisfo.r-
tuilc, and- in return for the synipatbv w'hicb thev (leserve and
receive, they' adx'ise their L3aclieior friends to reniaîn sing-le.

T'he othier sourceI of errol- arises with the specialist foi
wvomen, who, becauise ail the w-omen wboD corne to Iimii are sick
andi give a history of never haviing hiad. a. (tavs hicalthl since
their marriage, wouilcl corne to the conclusion. thierefore, that ail
rnarried womien are ailino- In other words, that because hie
neyer secs or knows any womien, l)rofessiolially, -who aire not
ailing, well wvonien do not eit

There is anothe- source of ci-roi- comning froni the niarried
state itself w'hîch, muist lot. be char-ed to the wvonan or her
eclucation, 'but to the men, for no. matter how perfect a woniain's
health niay bc befoî-e mnariage, she rnav stili prove a failure
as a wî,fc and a niother if she acquli-es gonoi-rhea, %vith its pus
tubes andi pclvic peritonitis.

There is stili another source of error, Nvhichl mlay or max' fot
bc (lue to the wvornan's education, namnely, the iriducng of abor-
tionq. These, of cou-se, wrîeck a wonman's heaith, andciàke bier

Lfailure as a wife and mother. but in the rnajoritv of cases -it
is because shie is al-eacly a failure in health that she resorts to
this crimec, for-, with few exceptions, it is onfly sick marrieci
womefl wxho drcad pregn-ancy andl the raisinc- of a hapiv fam.iiily.

Noxv, after niaking- cue allowance fàir these-sources of eî-ror,
the writer stilI believtes that the m11ajoî-ityv of educated womnen
on- this continient -ach a mai-riageable age Ù1 such ai poor condi-
tioni of bealth that it is a real harclship foi- theni to peý-rfoi-!n. the
normal natuiral cluties of wifehoocl andci-motheî-hood, anid of i-ais-
ing an ordina-y-siZed farn11ily.
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