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CONSTANCIA DE GONSALVO; |
OR,
THE TRUE HEIRESS,

A TALE OF SPAIN.

(From the N. Y. Bletropolilas Record.)

I tound Alearez alone, and m a cery discan-
solate, or, more properly sneaking, appressed
mond, I don’t know any other word that better
expresses the sullen angry dejection be appeared
to labor under ; whilst the quck glaneing. flur-
ried expression I had at first remarked. shot
more frequently than ever from out the deplhs
of lus dark, deep set, cunningly intelligent eyes.
He appeared glad to see me ; but so hesitatg,
disyointed, and often contradictory was lis talk,
that T bad great difficulty in arriving at the fol.
lowing facts : The nepbew of Don Lopez was

one 1o Sevilla, to examme the document reecis-
tered there, the authenticity of which he had the
audanity, according to Alvarez. to dispute, not-
withstanding the bishop’s voucher which, T have
omitted to mention, bad reached Senor Manuel
in due enurse of noet.  Katerina, however, 2cas
the dauahter of Enriquo and Constancra .le Gon
salvn, then he, the nephew assumed to be lher
legal guardian: ond as to her marripge with a
vulgar trader’s son, hewerver rich, that he would
not bear of ; and till the young lady came of age
—naod it wanted nesrly four years of that—bhis,
Antonio de Grnsalvo’s word, would be law in
the matter. He bad also, 1 parily gathered by
dint of a searching cross examinatinn, made other
overtures and cooditions, though of what precice
nature Alvarez would not divulge ; except that,
for the present, the existence of the sawd heiress
ghould be kept, after what had paseed, a close
gecret from the world. ¢ You had hetter, there-
fore,’ Alvarez was sayiag, at the close of a long,
unsalisfactory interview, ‘not attempt to see
Katerinn—Dona Constancia, I mean—as there
is a servant left here who would no doubt in-
form his master. Ab, here he 1s, Prudence—
silence I he added 10 a hurried whisper, ¢ or all
will go wrong.! This sudden break in our collo-
quy- was occasicred by the entrance, by a gate
opening from 1he Sevilla hiph raad, of a gentle-
man handsomely habited in deep mournwmg. Tt
was Antono de Gonsalve, just returned from that
city, ant lonking, as il struck me from the shaht
glaoce I obtained of. ns jaundiced and bloated
countenance, particularly well pleased with the
result of his journey. e beckoned to Alvarez
with the air of a master, and I heard the latter
shy, deprecatinaly : ¢ Ao Englishmao m the wine
and ohive trade on husiness.’ [n another minute
they dweppeared within the house ; and T turned
away for a stroll through the grounds, bt had
ot taken a dozen s'eps when Pedro, a sharp lad
whom I had seen ahout the place, anrd wha, 1
believe, was gardener, groom, waiter, erran)
man, and housemaid to the establishmert, smnl
ingly: coofronted me. He. had a remarkably
speakwng countenance, had Pedro—so much so
that 1instantly,n reply to bis mure but guite
intelligible query, said: ¢ To be rure I have a
letter—here it is, ard mind you tell the seporetta,
tao whom it is addressed, that 1 ‘must bave an
apswer within an bour from this, as T do nnt i
tend remawning later thae that-’ He nodded with
quek mtelligence, and disanpeared, but returoed
- again very shortly with a flask of wine, a bundle
of cigare, and some choice fruit, which be ar-
rayed vpon a rustic table, near which I stond-—
T'his dooe, he merely gaid, ¢ You will have the
answer, senor, in good time,’ and once more dis-
appeared. :

T do nut know when I have passed a much
pleasanter hour then the immediately succeeding
ooe. The weather was delightful - as fresh and
much more balmy than an English June. The
Atlantic gamboled and glittered n the far south;
it seemed for my especial amusement, for not
acother soul was anywhere to be seen ; and the
silver estuary of the Gaudalquiver did the same
on my right. The wine was capital, the cigars
stperb ; and thus circumstanced, it 1s pot sur-
prising that T quickly subsided (o a state of
single blessedness, which, 10 my opiniom the
happiest husband would have no ohjectian to find
hamself in now and then—that is, by way of
change only, The woes and worries I have
been relating were, 1t will be remembered, other
people’s—riot mime ; and that i3 a burden, i have
remarked, which, other matters being pleasant,
may be borne with equanimity. Presently I be-
pan to consider whether the firm i tie cily
would, if they koew all, exactly approve of a
man of business, as Alvarez had truly sard, in the
wine and ohve live, mixing himeelf up with the
affairs of distressed damsels npd mysterious doos,
and nobody koew what mischief besides. Tims
frain of thought  again Jed npaturally to Mrs.
Brown and' the young barbarians all at play—if
the weatber were st all favurable—it being Sa—
turday afternoon, at Fighgate ; and I had juet
finished a mental memorandum to the effect that

it would he as well, on my return home, to draw

it rather mild whea talking of bright and black )

eyed Luisas, and XKaterinas, snd Constnncias,
when my denwsy ear became slowiy ranscicus of
the tones of Liowisa’s rich voice, somewhat w2y
sharpened, exclarming :

¢ Hist, lust, Sepor Inglese!
asleep.  And at such a time, too!
glese! Englishman! niet, hist I*

¢T beg a thousand pardors, senorella; bLut
really this charmiog weather, and’—

¢ Mush ! Step this way, if yon please.
can see you from the house.

T obeyed, and Luisa, placing a lelter o my
hand. sa1d softly.

t From Dona Constancia-Isabella de Gonsalvo,
or you know whom.

¢ It shall be delivered safely, be assured ; but
vou hare some more important communteation to
make than any contained in the letter, or T mis.
read the meaning of two of the brightest eses in
Spsin,

¢ No silly comnhiments, senor, if you please,’
retorted the offeaded maiden. ¢ That which ]
have further tn say,’ she continued, alier grave
acceptance of my gestured apology, ¢ concerns,
thouah as yet | have nat epoken ta her of it,-the
Ladr Constancia-Isabella de Gonsalvo intimately,
deerly.?

¢ Bless your pretty, aff-ctionate punctldin?
thought 1, as she cezs®d-speaking. ¢ You would
nat, T think, abate a‘sgllable of one of Katerina’s
new names and titles if they reached the length
of a racer’s pedigree.’

*T would say,” resumed Luisa Alvarez, in 3
quick, heating voice, ¢ that a dark cloud wenaces
not only her so lately brilliant prospects, hut’—
the voice sank so low that T could bardly bear
the worgs—¢ hut her very life !’

¢ Mererful EHeaven P

¢ Tisten to me. This Antonio de Gansalvo 1s
a bad, reckless map. I have overbeard words
that—1 have overheard him, I say? fumtly con
tinved the terrified girl, who was momeantarly
becoming paler and paler, ‘ make halt sugges
tions to my father which induce me to helieve
that the least e she may bave to dread will be
confinement, perhaps forever, 10 a convent  and
even il that were all, she bas, T sssure you,
senor, not the elightest vocation for such a
Ife.?

“ That, I will be sworn, she has not.

T might say more ; but this 1s enough to put
yrit—her friends, 1 mean—upon their puard. —
Nothing must be done, however, rashly, a< he is
her legal guardian. Should there be necessity,
1 will send Pedre for you—for you, who woul!
not perhaps ba suspected ; and if you were, you
would not, I think, be afraid of the had man.
tiger as he seems? You Enghsh Aeretics, 1
have heard my, father sav, are afraid of nnthmng ;
not even of—af the— Sancta  Muria ora pro
me !’ she added, crossing herself, suddenly break-
ing off, and. hurrying away ; but whether as an
expiation for the throught which seemed about
to.pass her lips, or as a prayer for protectinn
against Antonio de Gounsalvo, who, with her fa
ther, came a mnoute after in view, 1 cnnld pnt
easily delermine. She had, I conjectured, heard
thewr footfall ; but .they, it was plain, bad not
observed her when conversing with me,

¢T will sce you presently, and endeavor to
conclude ovr bargam,’ said Alvarez, as ke passed
me with his sioister looking companton. T bawed
and they went away by the outer gate.. Al-
varez returned alone. He looked, it seemed to
me, shll more perplexed and cowed, and was
certainly quite as uniatelligible as a1 our previons
interview 5 and all I could mgke out with toler.
able distinctness was, that be, Alvarez, should
be rather ~leased than otherwise if tne young
people could manage to make a siolen match of
1t 1p such a way that be cnuld not be suspected
of crmplicity 10 the proceeding ; but else, nnt
for the world. Antonio de Gonsalvo had, he
said, suddenly determined upon going to Madrid,
and would not return belore a fortmght had
passed at the earliest.

The few screps of informarion and conjecture
with which 1 returnzd to Cadiz, greatly annoyed,
as I anticipated, my expectant friends there,—
But as neither the angry irrtation of Senar
Manuel, nor the fretful despondency of Ins son,
apaeared to aval agything in the way ot remedy
to the actual state of things, I withdrew as
speedily as T could from the bootless conference,
half resolved 1n my own mmnd peither fo make
ror meddle further wn the matter. This partially
formed purpose . did not hold, partly beceuse I
contioued to have so much idle time upon my
hands, but chiefly that a deeper interest, a more
tragte forebading, thar is invoived in the avxie-
ties and crosses of lavers, hnwever dismal and
agonising they may be graduslly overgrew the

1Te must he
Saeuver Tn-

They

-action of the domestic drama m which I had be-
-comea unwittingly a somewhat prominent actor,

determining me to go through with my part-to
the end, wihether it was written that the curtain
should fall upon the spectra of a cruminal court
and a death-scaffold, or the festivities of a bappy
marriage and a wedding-supper.

WONTREAL, FRIDAY,

tonio de Gonsalve had returned frem Madrid be-
fore he was expected, and that 2 furisus quarrel
id 1mmediately ensued between lim and Juan
Alvarez winch was, however, made up a few
hnars afterwards, and the two worthies had he.
come more closely intimate than ever. Three
days subscquent to this news, a burried note
reached Sennr Manuel, in Luwsa’s hand writiog,
but pot subscribed by ler, stabag, i general
terme, that a great peril was suspended over the
head of Lady Carstancia de Goasalvo, and that
8o time ought 1o be lost in extricating ber from
the custody of ler unscrupulous guardiin.

Tt was mmediately resolved, n compliance
with Alfonse’s passionate entreaties, that an
eminent lawyger of Cadiz shovld be consulted ns
10 the steps 1t would be advisable to 1ake. Al-
fonso and I—the gout still held the senor 1 dur-
ance - proceeded forthwith to the legal gentle.
man’s ollice, and laid the entire mutter before
him as clearly and with as huile proligity as pos.
sible. The man of pleas and precedents hsteped
to all we—1, rather. for Alfonss confined himself
to the wute eloquence of pale locks and neglected
hair—bad 1o say ; remarking, when T bad qute
finished, that it seemed a bard case for the young
couple ; but such wrinkles m one’s lot always
smooth out with time and patiencn ; that An-
tanio de Gonsalro bore, be kuew,a very indif
terent reputanon, and might cerainly, under the
injluence of so sirong a temptation, exceed even
our worst anticipations ; pevertheless, e was
undoabtedly the voung lady’s satural gnardian;
and he, Martinn Gome z, did ant a* all ser hnw
she could be gat-out of his hands, ¢ Fven this
nofe which has so frrghtened sou’ he added,‘is
not, you perceive, siaed; and if 1t ware,
could not avail, cnofined as it is to mere vague,
indefinite assertinn,® This was cold comlori;
but as nothing hetter seemed 10 he forthcoming,
we were taking, quite enop lallen. leave, when
Martivo Gomez, relaxwg his wrinkles, said 1—
s Stay a moment, Why do you not apply to
the young lody’s maternal aunt, the Lndy lnez
de Calderon? She i+, all Spain knows, very
powerful at conrt—the gnecn-regent’s lavosite
ludy, in fact  She envld nteifere with effeet ;
and it stnkes me, from what I bave heard of
the churacler of Dona lpez that she would dn
0.’

This was q'li‘e'a new a3 well as lumianus iden,
Alfopso caught at it eagerly, and so did bis Sather
ths momert we reported it. not a hrile thereby
surprising me ; Tor shoulid the arear » urt Jady
interpase m behall of her pout: ful niece, it wonld
not be, T puessed, in order 'o marry her 19 Al
fons» Monuel.s This crew of the subject T, haw-
ever, kept. to myself; and it waq at length ar
ranged that T shauld at anee prareed 1o Mudrid
—obtain, if passible, an wntersiew with tnic Tedr
Tuez de Catderon—Senor Manuel 10 detray ali
expenses, of course—and endeavor to interest
ber 10 favor of the distressed Invers,  Allonso
wished to accomrany me, but this the merchant
would not listen to, his presence hetrg rrquired
i the counting house ;. besvles, he would do far
acore harm than good it tie went, tus father flat-
teringly added, ‘

I had fallen in with 1his proposal the more
easily, that I had a great desire tn see the
Spanish camital ; and T did <o for the first tupe
on the 21t ot Novemher, 1833, after a long and
tedious (nurney ; the hseomfort ay, and danger
of which, anly thase who have travelled in Spain
or in the B-douin Dusert can carrecly appre
ciate. T speak of Syawn as it was twenty years
ago ; what improvements bave heen since « [T cted
15 of eourse unother question, “pan wureh 1 am
ant cowp=tent to offer an opiion.  The day
aiter my arrival in Madrit, 7 dispatrhed, hy one
of the waiters at Et Rey, pear the Pizz
Mavor, where T hal taken op my tempnrary

ahnde, a careflully and elabnratele worded mis .

sive to the palace, addressed tn Her Exewlleney
the Lady Ieez de Calderon. Three davs passed
withnut an answer—a fourth, up hill a late hour
in 1ke afternoon, when T was met, on retorping
from a walk, with the intelligence that a court
messerger hatl been warting wiwards of an haur
for me, and was stamping the flinr with ympa-
tience. This was, 1 found, quite true ; and (he
irate and basty geatleman wou'd oot allow me
even five minules to change my dress—a short,
rough, winter’s coa!, cloth knees, and coniinua-
tions ditfto—the Lady Inez de Clalderon, who
had just returned wirh the court from L Granja,
would, he sail, excuse my s'range attire: she
bad been in England or Tee'and, he hardly knew
which perbaps both,and knew bow people dressed
in those couptries; and, at all events, to the
palace [ mast gn, nolens volens, and al ance,—
T was prectousty Hurried, ! kanw'; and this teel
g increased ‘to an infencely uwic.mfortable
piteh, as 1. hastily traversed .. the. spacious
quadrangle, ascend d one of ‘the magmificent
staircases, and shufllrd alnng the stately-carnidors
of the gorgeously solemnn paluce ; passing here
and there, s04 occasionally glunpeiag ia the dis
tance, 8 number of sileat fiyures, looking, m their
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We heard one day through Dedro, thet As- |

yolvet mourning dress, Lke so many melancholy
Hamlets glidine about m parsnit of inviaible
ghosts. At length, my conductor stopped at the
door of an antercowt, and ravy a swmall silver bell
Iymg on a marble table just on the outside, A
poge admitted us, and in apother minvfe T was in
the pressrce of Dona Tnez de Calderon and an-
other lady, whose vame | did not hear, The
novel and impnsing aspeet of the magnificent
epartment, with its pillars, statues, and massively
gorgeous furniture, brillantly ht up from wou-
merable antigue candelb-a, ro dizzled and coun-
founded me that it was some minutes befare [
wa: fully enneeinus that the Lady Tnez, pamfully
agitated, and holding my letter in my band, was
aszatlimg me with an avalanche of questions,
which, spolcen as they were with intense volubi-
lity, and in a tongue which, though T knew very

well, was not wy own vernacvlar. I should
have had consulerable diffirulty in following at
acy tine. Presently. the speaker perceiving my

embarrasspieut, gave berselt breath and me a few
moments to rally my bemidered faculties. T
succeeded m doing so more quetly than I ex-
pected, and replied to the Judv’s renewed and
stsll impetuous nterragatory prefty well. €A
sirange story,? she murmured musmgly, after fx-
haustiog every form of query she could 1hink of
~—*a strange story.  Constancia had reason
whilt ber uncle ived for not couliding in me,
but that s» many  years, should -hage been per

mitted to pass 15 =~ =~ [ caonet? she continned
wiili quite audible abruptuess, * T cannot recog-
mze any resemblance to the families on vither
side in the description you mive of the suppnsed
mece of mine, Have the goodaess to follow
me, ant L wll shew pou adurable likeness of
iny sister taken previous to ber marnrge.

Her companion, who T comprehended was an
attendant i waiting, hastened to opeo a docr at
the furtier end of the apartment, through which
the great ladv—she was a handsome woman and
under forty [ shtould say—sathied with stately
grare, the attendant and myself following, Lhe
Ly Inez de Calderon led the way to a picture
gallery, and pausing before a full length merure,
said, in a shghtly agitated voice :

¢ That Dona Constancio de Gonsalvo’s
hkene s, talen when she was, b think, not more
hau nvleen,’

1 started with unecontrollahle surprise, ard
burt-d eut: ¢ Good Heaven! why, that is Luisa
Avitez P

¢ Losa Alearez P echoed the lady.
davester of the mun you s oke of ¥

CY s lady, s b s said —hot this partrad, fer
the hitenees 1s tao compleie, too unmistakadle to
admir of a dauht an vhe watter, revives a suspi-
cion ) had pefore entertamed, that Katerinn is
the true daughter of Juan Alvarez—Luisa the
trus Constancin de Gonealvo.?

*You's wnila nstion of plotters,” «aid the
lady, afer fixedly, almost sternly, regarding me
for cue or two embarrasany miuuies ; ¢ nor have
vou the wr of either a dupe ar a tood, or T shoulil
inagme—hut follow m-; we will talk further on
tlhs matler, which chall, at all events, be tho-
reuphiy sifted,’

¢ ] remember,’ said the ladv attendant, as saon
us we had regaiped the apartment mio which |
was first showao, and Dana Toez was seated—*'1
remenber that abaut 1en days, or it may be, 8
fortmght ago, » gentleman, calling bimself An-
tonio de Gansalvo, called at the palace and ob.
tamed peramsion 10 see the Liady Constancia’s
por-rair)’

* Wio gave jermassion in my absence, and
wihour my leave ¥

t Tne Camerera Mayor,? replied the lady.

¢ Tins s a sigmheant eircinnstance coupled
with - — ot your leiter, sir, states—and yon
coull-med the statement just now—that the
paper ot parchment, the awbenteity of which
the bishop, wnose testimony cannot be for an
wstant queshioned, vouches for, describes the
peisco of Katerima with the niceat acruracy,
even Lo a shunt scar oo Lhe forehead, and males
tn the neck’

¢ That 1n strictly true ; and, siace I have seen
the Lady's Couostancia’s portrait, utterly con-
founds me.?

“'Chere are no erasures ta the document, you
sav ?  Clever tricks of that sort are sometimes
played.’

*I eximined 1t with scrupulous, I may say,
sospicious care, antd 1 am positive there are no
erasures or alterations—no”—

A bosile at the entrance from the grend cor-
ridor, and the exclamation of the artesdant,* Ei
Reyoa Christina,” sjercupted me; and a lady
attred as 1 Just returned from a carriage drive,
eatered the apartm~ut, folowed by a number of
artendants of both sexes, I trebled my distance,
already sufficiently réspectful, from Doos Inez,
lowasds wuom the qu-en regent advaoced with a
kmd sud famliar ureeting; but my movement
waa ot “executed 8o quekly (as to escape her
wrjesty’s glance of surprive, followed, T was sure,

(13

¢ The

by the query, tnough [ could not hear the words,
of whom the resnarkable figure in drab shorts,

No, 2¥..

i

aad gaters of the same, might be. At the same
moment, all the other eyes 1 the room, ameng
which there were at least a dozen of the bright
est in Spain, ghitered with the same expression 3
while T, frightfully solated in abour the centre
of the brilliant apariment—tiiere was nothmg,
not even a statue or a chair within balf-a- dozen-
vards of me, remained helplessly rooted where I
stood—the observed of all observers, and alter~
nately a flame and an icicle, in a profuse heat or
a cold perspiration. The queen’s attendants
formed a segment of a circle out of earshot of
her majesty anl Dovua Tnez, und T was about
equulistant from both—the eentre figure, in frct,
of the stately tahleau; and hang me if I koew,
when T came to thunk of it, how to plsce my legs
or what to do with my arms, notwithstandmg I
had the advantage of seeing every change of ai-
titude I adopted about every half mmute, I
should say, or less, repeated with faithful nstan
taneousness by about twenty Jahn Browns
brilliantly revealed by the tall mirrors as the
central personages of as many courtly circles,— -
This purgatory lasted about ten mumutes, during-
which the queen and Dova Tnex conversed with
great eagerpess upon, I rightly puessed the sub—
Jeet wineh had browght me into my present dis—
tingmshed poution, T may here mention that,
confused as T was, it instantly and forcibly struck
we—and the truth of the impression 1 have since
heard confirmed by persons who have had many
opporiuniies of judging—that the queen-regent,
at the tine 1 saw her, nbout, T should suppose, .
seven or eight and twenty, greally resembled 1
figure, face earrwge and general expressinn, save:
that her features and person were somewhat fuller,
Miss Ellen Tree, the emmnent aciress, now Mrs,
Charles Kaan, “This, by the way, [ wasiat-
length waved forward by Dona Inez ‘and hhd
the honor of replsing to a numher of questions.
by her majesty, who appeared to take a lively
mterest 10 the Alvarez Gonsalvo business. ‘To
add to my embarrassinent, hier majesty, whenever
my Castilian halted a little, condescerded to help-.
ine out by a senteuce or two, of what must have.-
been intended for Knglish—I »m a tolerahle liga.-
gmst, anil guite sure ot was not’ ['rench, ltaliany:,
German or Dulch—of which it ‘was necessary to-
affect itomediate and grateful eomprehension, I
however, got through pretty well; ¢ Lios Ine
pleses” were in biah favor just then—thanks to.
the hostile procredings of Dan Carlos — at the.
Spanich enwt ; and a dismissing gesture to that
effect being at last vouchsafed, I backed away,
as | had seen a mantled and feathered Don do
just betore, and wih, T letter myself, much imie
lative celernty, titl brouwsht wp with a bump by
one af the wmarble colawns, in the ~hadow of
whiclh [ reamned in some sort perdu ull the
autrence terminated, ‘

The conversation between Christia and Dong
Inez quickly termmated after 1 was done with,
and I heard the queen regent 89y, on .ri.ufng ta
go: ¢ That, T thiok, will be the best, the most.
prodent eourse, to taie ; and I will toke care
that the Capra:n General of Andalusia shall have
rrders to assist 1o the uvlmost of ._ilia‘._ipbc&e'r."'—'-
Her majesty and then disappeared, and I was.
once more w close conference wirh Dojia Toezs.
Tue concluston come to  was, that 1 should set-
out the next day for Cadiz ; and ou arrivibg
there, infoFin Senor ‘Manuel and his €6 thae
Ludy Tor z de Calderon would speedity follow, 1
arder to the thorough investigation of the matter
I hod been deputed to lay before her, but I was
not to say one word of the resemblance of Liniex.
Alvarez 1o 1he porirait of the deceased Lady-
Constanesa 5 it being of the utmost importanee, .
in the opinten of Duna Inez that no hint should-
reach Atvarez of the suspicios which that ciea
cumstauce bad engendered. ' '

_ Oaarriving ot Cadrz. 1 found the Manuels i
a state of high excitement. Sure iotelligence-
ha reach them that Krterna—or Dona Con-
stancia, as Lhey still of course implicitly belleved
ier to be~would never be Allonsn’s wile 1§
many days were suffered to elapse without bringa..
tng ahout the accomplishment of that great fact 5.
and my news, thal the Lady. Inez, armed wilh-
the full powers of the Ceptain Geoeral, would:
shortly arrive, greatly stimulated the easgerness
of both father and son to coaclude the affair bes
fore g0 putent a peronage arrived on the scene
—a dim inkling of the view she would be likelp
fo t.ke of ihe pleberan alliance baving st lasts .
daw.rd on their miuds. Thoeir plan, as detailed’ . -
to e by Alfonso, was fesible snd likely. enough & . -
and not later than the next day. bat-one bad,; T-
found, been fixed vpon for carrpiag it into execis’, |
tions 1t was this: Luisa Alvarez hid been for -
some years accustomed to muke a votive jouroey.
to the church of ‘the coavent . of ' Los (Goxos, de: -
Neusra Sen~ra, on 1be aoniversary of; Lbelieve; |
her reputed mother’s death: .- ‘L'tns was:'the'day::
fixed upon, as- no 'impediments=alihsigh*both;
the damsels were now closély’' con
watcbed—would be offered .o’
varex.baviog mcidentally.asked. ki

she intended setting out: and :returoi

was to Jress berself in -Lujsa’s “e




