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~ " THE POOR SCHOLAR.
H18 TEGENDBS AND TALES,

BY- WILLIAM ‘BERNARD MWC CABE,

=

NO, 1-THESBLAYE AND THE HOSTAGE.

" OBAPTER 1. N

Alt a coarse, rough hewn, small snd 1ll-formed

rtakle, and.upon chaws, or ratker stools, of the

-worst:inake, were seated twomen with goblets
rof gold before them filled with: wine. The fair

" face, " the'‘déficale -skin, the peachy cheek, and:

‘the beardiess mouth of ove of them showed that
.be was-m.1he earlest dawn of manhood ; whilst
'the :dark ilocks, commingled with fakes of aj

-sgow-whiie*liue, proved that.the other bad pass--
ed the mddle pericd of life, although bis stal ,
wart form; his huge muscular limbs, and the vi-.
gorausiaction perceptible in every movement he ]
made, . demonstrated that -peither - the chill nor:
the weakiess of ‘old age had come wpor him.— |

‘The',garments, of ‘both . were apparently of the:
same; - material-—a .species .of coarse, woollen:
clotby. which left-¢ke arws,-and the legs from the
kneds'downward, perfectly bare, with the excep- ;
tion that on'the wriats there were rich circles of:
gold, and on thex feet strong sandles fashioned
after the -manper of the.Bomans. Both wore.

-sbort swords, and at the baok of . each there was!
a quwver of arrows, whilst bows rested by the.
mde of their respactve owaers.

These iwo men logked:upon a lovely land-’
scape. They satia the cestre of a wide valley
which: was shut.in-on both -eides . by high bhills.—,

- The fields belore thew, wherever they had been:

. eultivated, prodeced abundant crops ; ard the:

. vines, wherever they-bad been attended fo, al-;
ready promised a rich .vintage, whilst far away;
/in the-distance, a84f cocfining ‘Lhis splendid and
- extendéd plam of wild, rich, helf-cared for na-
ture, ‘there’ ran ‘in .a-thin ‘sivgle waving, bright:
(lize of silver, -the ghttering waters of lhe ever
-enchanting Moselle, - . |

‘I Upon the shaggy drows of tthe elder of. these:
two men there was a.dack frown, and his red
.cheek seemed to be:Hushed alke with anger and |
.excessive. draughts -of avge. He appeared to
have heard with surprise.an observation made by
1bis youthful compasion, and then baving reflected-
.in -silence upon it for a few moments, to bave

become more incensed:by his own reflections,

and, at last, o langar.able to restrain his rage,
.he-struck the table withbis open hand and ex-

-claimed— '

Tt is well !—1t is mwelld—it .isfortunate for
iyou, young man—most forlunate for you, Atta-
lus—that | am respoasible 1o the .king for your
safetyiin life and limb,.or you bad not stirred a
livingumaa from this epot for baving dared -to

_ speakito we as you hace.dove. ¢ What ! added

. the strong mup startiog to his.feet, and as be did
#0.clenching the .zold drinking vessel that stood
by bis side, and dasbing twnih fusy upoo.the
earth—s What, am I the owoer—the lord of this
‘wide and nich plain of Treves<is.all that 1 look
upon.mige, hill, stream and field, ,catile, vioes,
krde and-slaves, .and  yet havel degraded my-
weif by .ofiering in macciage my.dTughier—my
eldest duyghter foo! to this pupy youth - this
alwoat landless néphiew of a weak bishop.ic a dis-

. taod provineejand yet— teaven aad earto.! bave
fouad .my stender of  her -band-dechined.. Oun!
Attatus? ARalus ) that you were.not my guest,
10 ocder thatd might be revepged for baving so

~msulted 'me? : . :

“A- candid .answer to a_ plain question.s the
homage. whichan honest maa pays to truth, and
never should be regarded as aa insult? sad At

. laluy, who Ccegpite the vebemeace .of his elder
conipamod stithpemaimea seated,” and éipped the
win in: ns golden goblet, us he fooked up with a

" smilé'to” the angry nan, wio now paced up -and
dowrit hefdre bim, and cast a glanee of fury upon.
Attalug each time that he passed. ~ = .

¢ Wherefare,” oried the impassicned mag, stop
~ping:suddenly.epposte to Attalus, aad, as..il be

"delt.some dffically i refraioing - from {aying vio-
#ont Hands. tpon hiai, ¢ Wherefore have you dared
to refuse theé band.of my daughter’ . . .

« For.magoy reasons Naotin,’ -answered :Atta-.
lis.» ¢If1s not; be assured, because you are of

_ Diebean' and* I of aoble origin.: -You are fir

*‘greater by your wealibthad T am by my. ravk,

c..and &, sought_ your ,daughier ,2s my wife, I

1.couldcender, to:yousno- earrisge-gift worthy: of.

*'gourdeceptances ‘I:cdn not:take her.as my wile,

" becadse I.do got‘love'her? -+ PAG
" “'Not'iave ber. cried thé 'passionate  Nastin.

' fsiiéluétjflalf';io;ihp,eyi;_-;:—,ig she—=" .7 N

. Bhe iz Lairy ;’aanvgi-y‘ ?_‘b':é]zyt;ifulj—-lhg ‘cl;ari

f skyivte igok upon 13’ pot of |a deeper “azire’ than'

i el ERest &jearol ‘yout charimivg diughtes,

The songrofuthe-birdsumnot more filled with, de~

I i(n'(ll“hllll‘h_‘ ghanE;herf:muslqalivdice; seHer

1315t o%a At ol Ta D apgel<-as 1n0ocedt, as attrac }
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hecan aot but be ‘loved by otbersZ”

beauty prove that I meant not to insult you nor
ber, and Yet this answer content you, Naatu.?

" ¥Wou speak in riddies, Attalus. Yon praise
ey daughter’s beauty, and yet you ¢au aet love
ber! Wherefore$ again I say, wherefore,” said
the angry Nantia, grasping the hilt of bis sword
in hie nght hand, acd stampiog with bis'foot. -

“Tipray you do net press the question, for the
subject is one on wkich I do not wisk to sweak,
replted Attalus.

“¥Vhat P crie€ the now wholly infanated
Nenun, drawing ‘s sword and directing the
poiat to the breast of Attalus. ¢ Does your ob-
gection affect tbe honmor of my child. Speak,
pouth—speak at-ence, or I may =lay you.’

¢ Naotin, T w#l speak,’ said the young man,
resting his elbow:upon the table, leanmg ikis head
apon his hand, »cd then lookiog -up with perfect
«calmness in the#ace of bis enraged unterrogator,
< will speak, @ct because you siolate'the rights
of hospitality, *by threatepmg 'me wwith your
-aword ; but beccuse the words ¥ have used have
‘been tortured by you into a= wunjust imputation
wpon your daughter, When T.declared I could
-aot love fer, k1 intended butto say, that when
-eae sa young sad farr, so gentie and so good,
«could not win 1y affections, that mo sthercooman
wcould. Nagto, 1 never will, warry. It is my
*desire to imutate the exampie:of my good uncle,
\Gregory, Lhe bishop, and to devate myself to the
priestbood, Elad not accidentsmade me a host-
«age ia your hands, I should ere.aocw have accept-
.ed the tonsure. Itis that which ambitious men
and vufortunate kings regard as -a degradation,
sbut that I bave ever thought -of, from .my child-
bood, as the only mark of ‘hezor in : this world
worthy of pessessing.’

¢ Indeed: 1*-exclaimed Nagtin, his agger. con-.
trolled, but net pacified, by this.answer. ¢This
«nay be a.goed excuse, or 1 say be but a pre-
kext.? ) ‘

«I bave .wever spoken,’said Attalus, €any-
thing but-tke truth all:my life, asd <" woeld pot
ln,ow__'.’ .

Naatin .pard no further heeti-to his okserva
tons.; for there was seen gellopiag towands them
2 lroop of .armed men, at the head of whom was
-oae -whose helinel was adorged -mith teathers.

-¢ Ha'? erted Nantin, as he ilooked at the sol-
dier with feathers in his belmet, ¢ this 15 2 mes-
seager from-the king. What lidings, 1 marvel,

{ bumgsibe.to Creves.’ .

+4+{Do I .speakt to Nantin of Treves?' said the
eoldier, ridigg up to his side.

*Wou do)’ aaswered Nanta,

¢ Aod where is the hostage confided to.you ?

There;’-sad Nantin, pointing to Atialus, who
-zow had .covered his face with both s -apen
hands, and who in this aititude appeared to be
completely absorbed in his owa thoughts.

The soldier pointed to Aualus, and the mee
who.cae with bim rusbed upoe the youth, bound
bus hands:bebied his vack, tore tbe golden brace-,
lets §rom his arms, and removed the-sword irom
lns nide. '

¢ {What means this cutrage £ exclaimed At-
talus, struggling in vain with the men who Lad
treatod hun thus rudety.,

¢ Tt us the kiwng’s orders, young man,” said the
soldwee, ¢ The allanee which was o Jately made
beéiween Lhe royal brothers, Thierry and Chulde-
bert, and by which they bound themselves to ab-
stain {resa mutual-hosulities, and for which bost-
ages oa borh sides had been exchaaged, bas keen
suddenty brokea. You, as the son af a senator,
were one of the hostages ; bul now, 2s directions
bave beea given that those hostages should Ge
reduced to slavery, you must undergo the same
fate to which your companions have been doom-
ed. But 2 mowent ago you were a freemaa~—
pow you are & slase—the slave of Naatin, to
whose care you bad been confided. Naatio, look
to him. He 1s the nepbiew of a bishop, and, it
you part with him, you should receive a good
price for his ireedom, that is, it lus friends will
ransom him, I must on, in pursmt of other host-
ages who have already edected an escape upoan
kearing the sentence that had been passed upon
‘them. ‘Comé, ‘men—the golden bracelets. you
bace taken are but a fitiing reward for your
trouble. Farewell, Naotin ! = Farewell, slave.
" T'bis conversation, and the deed by -which 1t
bad_ been accompanied, did oot occupy many
.more moments than 1hat we have taken 10 par.
rating it, _The irrsration. which Nuntin felt at
-the refusal of:his daughter by the youth whom
ke regarded as’ the superior in rank aod birth o

.| humsef, had ot yet subsided, woea be fouad that:

by the exercise ai the despotic will of the sove-

reign;-that-youth was deprived of all the advau-
‘tages:be had:liithierto possessed, and was placed
ia°tlie position ‘not-merelyof .a:v mémal —that . is;
of, one bd“g"'qﬁéf"”'q"’g“b“tof ‘his slaves—
that,-frdni 8,maz hie bad beed metawérphisod,
intoia, property-—and;.lhat the poble] %on"of .3
sénalor:was:toibe henceforth, 10-the eyes,of hum,
self "and*af bis-hdiséhold, inot moresthan.rauz api=;

‘fal M Thatdradg EFinsT is et Hnd  1bat aminys b

* but’iy’mé she s not, dnd stié can 'not, and ' she’
A P Sy - - -
_ nevercould be loyed.: ‘Let these praises of her

beaten, according to the varying :bumors and ca-
prices of its master and owners  °

H

Had Naatin been one of the very few men,
that might be’ fouod even' m che rude and bar-’
barous {tmes that we are now describimg, a feel-!
ing ot cempassios would have touched tis hemrt
for the sudden dowanfall end undeserved degrada-
tion of the youlk by whose side he had so lately

'| saty aed regarded him not werely as his equal 10

‘positioa but even his supecior in rank, In Nas

tin’s tbeart there was me generosity. Intensely
seltisk, he only considered what-bad occurred, as
it affected himself, antl 1t was with iedigneion,
thatazcreased the alreatly existiog feettnz of an

ger &gainst Attalus, that be thought over the
copversation Lhat badijust passed between teem,
- ©L am,’ be szed,*<loubly dishoegred. My
daughter’s hand tes been rejected— rejected !
and relected by whom-—a sluve! TCurses oo
biw, 1 am degraded-by his degradatisn. Sball I
stab hun where be-stapus, in order that 1 may
wash out the remembrance  of hts snfamy 10 his
bleod? But, no. That would bea poor re-
venge—it would be o punishmest for timself;
and then his relatives, evev though thedng bad
msde bm a slave, bt demand & heavy blood

fire fromn me, under the pretence be was-the son
ot-a senator. Na,no—much better employ him
in-a memaul office, ‘whilst he is my slave,:and ex

tert a heavy raosom for him befoce I grant him
bic treedom. * Harkee, sirrab.” be said, address
1ag Attalus, and, as he did so, drawing bis sword
awt cutling the cerds that bosad tbe-hands o
Attalus together. * Those fetters which the
lgg has placed wpcn your himbs &s a slave, I, a-
your master waloose, in order that youauay the
mare fittingly do wy tidding, I know hat you
are: well skilled io the care of horses. Those

.| that'are o this faram I confide to your grooming.

‘Sec:that they be dewr and sleek, aad in_good con
dition whenever Lcome. bither, or your dude shall
ageewer for it; and tripes compél youto be at.
texiive in the field end stable.” ' Bemey
aog.@ameniapou be found. ountide’ the Honds of
these lands, you eball be punisted as-a fugitive
slave, with the mutdation of your daiaiy limbs.
In the shaven croma of a slave, you ekall then
obtain that tonsure which you say you have so
long.desired as a priest.  Fareweil, proed, mous
son ~of a senator'{ Fareweil, meaa, degraded
man—my. larrer—my groom—my slaged’

Awtalus answered .ot one siogle word to the
harshelapguage of his aew master, The mament
bowewer that Nautie bad departed, aad that be
found biunself alone, be cast mmself on hs kaees
aod said—* ‘[havks &e to thee, O God, for ¢li
thy mercies ; betier my hmbs be boucd wib fet
ters thaa my soul steined with foul passions,—
Better be the slave of map than the slave of
ST R ’ .

CHAFZER Il

The ficst-gray streaks of approaching day had
spread themselves over the darkness of night,
and as they inomertarily increased in brightpess,
served to sadicate that ¢the black and seemingly
mpenetrable obscunty which had lawn for o
anany hours over a deep and profound ravine 1o
the neighborhood of the city of Laugres must
epeedily be dispersed. It was a1 this periad ol
tune, which may sull be truly called the sight,
although so soon to be succeeded by morning, that
there crept, warh cautious steps down the rocky
sides ol the rasine, a young enan, whose skin was
dark as that ol a Cartbaginiap, but whose fea‘ures
were as nobly defined as if he were of the pures!
Boman blood, and 1n whose neble form and agile
motwas were displuyed all the graces of youth
asod alt the vigor of machoods Hus black harir
was sbaven ciose to s head—bis arma and the
upper part of his person down to the waist, were
completely vare, and he wore nothiog but a parr
of Joose dark trowsers winch only reached to the
koee, and were fasteoed around his middle by a
girdle of uudressed feather. He carred wub
hun no weapon, and _yet there was manifested in
every gesture the courage of a - warrior, and,
whean he stopped, as he did from time to ume, in
his desceat, there was about him the proud benr
iy and the upright attitude of an accomphished
soldwer. . ‘

- With cautious steps, for the descent was difii-
cult, rins young- maa proceeded towards the but-
tom of the ravive, and when at last the gueghay:
murmur of the stream that forced its way Lhrough
the rocks along its sides, reached his ears, be
paused, -and-placing his hand upon his breast, as
it to " pacify its beatings, be exclaimed, as if 1n
voluatarlg—"My ‘wife ! my child/ perchance 10
.ok ‘wpon them far- the fast tme.. Ou God be
meraiful tows S’ 0 T
- These were the orly words: to which he gaye
utleradee  The'emotions of the spirit seemed to
overmaster-the streagth' of the-body, for having
50 3poken, beseeined 1 clug 0% Support to_tue
rugged pont.of La. chff by which be.stood.’. Tue,
§truggle betweeo: meaial soffering “:and:physical.
'courage wag'ievere, byt it was® brief—for even
ZETIT o T AN R eT rin, IS T TP
st s eyes plistened ars, his; Foky fips
et reathed with; a, smi 153 t:;‘q@ﬁﬂeycue aod
‘hope dsd:bes resumedcibistidescent+ dowa " the
ravive.

meipber, if at.

upwards as 1f he would examine the path by
which “e had descended and detect the trace of
bis baviog been followed and watched by any
strauger.  His keen eye in an nstant glauced up
that 1edious way, which it had taken him an hour
or more to travel over and reach, and whilst be
copgratulated himself on perceiving that be bad
got thus far vadetected, he aiso noticed that the
topmost poiat of the ravine was beginning to
glow witk the red rays of the comog day. Ob-
serving this, he pushed sside 2 few thick-set
brambles ead crept 1ato the narrow entrance of
a cave which naluce itself fad hollowed out in
the recks.

Ie the wide cave 1nto which this young man
was treadiog his way, there were two persons
buried at the mement 1n grofound repase, and
closely clesped in each othersarms. They were
a yousg mother and her iafant daaghter. The
mather -way apparently sbout eighteen or nime-
teea years rof age, the daughter not more than
seven «months. The mother fair as the snow-
whire lily, the daugbter as dark skinned as if sbe
were of a different race from her, oa whose fair
besom dier glewing and.carnation-tinged cheek
rested.

Motker and chulc thus dlept, the deep, calm,
batmy -wad refreshing sleep which heasen seems
te reserve as an-especial blessing that cac alone
be enjeyed by the young end innoceut, when it
was on 4he instaet broken, as the first step of the
young -man stirred the leaves with which the cave
bed been thickly strewn, The timid teaderaess
of the motherdor ber child seemed to be wakeful
while sbe hersed slept, for that light custliag
which wane but a mother’s ears could detect
alarmed ber.;- and clutchiog ratber than graspiog
ber baby within ber arms, she started up, and
gazed in terror wrovnd her. The look of fear
vanished as speedily ag it had appeared, for bold
ing the caild to begrl with dne arm, she held torth
the other to'bim whko had thus unexjectedly die-
turbed ber w her sleep, and exclaimed :

¢ Leo, my husband ! my beloved! welcome !
thrice welcome !’

¢ My wife! my chifd I” cried Leo, as he clasp-
ed both those loved aebjecis to his beart, and
gave expression (o lus feclings in his kisses,

¢t Thrice welcome, Lieo,” said bis wife to him,
as he glanced with love 2and admiration upon ber
snd ber daughbter ; * but wherefore have you ven-
tured to come aguin so soan to see us? Con-
wider how ful ot danger is every visit, and what
pentl besets ue all of you were discovered.?

1 do, 1 do,’ answered Lo, 1n bitter agony.—
¢1 kaow that 1n obeving the laws of God we have
violated the cruel laws of man. 1 know, 100
well I kaow tat 1 am a slive, a born slave, and
yet that heaven has been pleased to make me
stronger in body, and wore potent in intellect
thaa thousauds of those wuo call themselves free.
1 know, too, my beloved, my wife, my Verunica,
that 1 giving to me your priceless affections,
and 0 becommg my wife, you are lizbte to be
degraded to the condition of a slave, because you
are the wife of a slave—and, good heavens! I
also know that this young and 1nocent bemg,
your child, the cinld of a free woman, would be
Lalso a slave if we were discovered ; she too,
would be a slave!  Such is the aceursed Jaw of
man, because she is my daugbter, the daughbrer
ol Lro the slave. These things do I know,and
therefore am i bere, in order that I may put an
end to them.’

* To render.that which is the law nugatory,
to act in oppostlion to, and violate what are the
seftled customs and iostitutions of a country are
unt thiogs for your accomplishment, Leo. You
tatk wildly and 1acoherentiy, I do not under-
stand you.’

* Have you, Veronice, full reliance on my
courage, ou my Wit, on wy virtue? Lo you be
hieve that3f I, in oo spirit of presumption, but
wih a pure, perfect aad holy motive, uader-
take a preat task, I am one lkely 1o succeed
mu? : ‘ o
* Yes, all this T believe of you; it 1s because.
I have known you, from my earhest childbood,
superior 1o all others in go :dness as in wisdom,
that [ abandoned everything to become your
wife,) : : o . .

"+Toen 'hear what I bhave now to-propose to
you,’ coutiued Lieo. ¢ Liast esening the mes-
seugers who bad been seat'to Treves,. by my.
pood and tender-bearted waster, the. Biskop of
Lingres, bave returned to bum-with doletui tid-.
ingss - The brutal Nantig, to whom the Bishop’s
uephew, Attalus, has been assigued as a slave,,
declared tbat be would . pot accept: the presents:
the.. Bishop sent-.to. .bim, 0, exciange for hi
gephew ; thara’ youh of such:lgb lueage as,
“Aitatus, should " ‘ay ten pounds in ‘sohd g'ql,i‘l];fdr
i Fausiin, “and’ (hdi for no’leds & Suim (hao. that:

. - T O R e AP
should. Astelus be ever festored,to:freedgu. “To,

“tied vave Teduced num'to; the conbditicn ;Gf : a s,egfb
A N i T T ST O T s M
;16 dnuiubee o, i hat Attalus) upen whsie:
‘bead e boped is owuﬁ’mu‘t"e}j‘et_“'lo‘.‘% placed,.s
. - T ARy B A )
doomed o die a slave. - It -is 3 terrible ‘thing,

At last be stopped, and as he did so he gazed’ Veronica, to gee an old -man overwhelmed with

Venis. The feet and

e NI TN gy - ‘
. . To, | cite the'piety or ellc!lfthe‘jﬁra"yérstof travelers, ..
‘declare-tmsito a«prela‘le"..iW!lOb_e'.:BO!'Pd,I‘;qu‘:haf'l‘.. 3,0 ;
trate on the earth, Lied' siw:

grief; and I own, it was not the thought of you,
por of my chid, which first excited in-my mind
ibe project I bave now o distlose to youj it
was the groars and the tears of the compassionate
bishop ; 1t was the desire lo assuage his grief
which induced me to ask myself the question—
could pot I do anylhing to bring consolatjon to
bim? 1 thought over the matter for some bours,
and the resolution I came to was to make an
effort to rescue Attalus, to relieve him from
thealdom, and 10 restore him to s uncle.

¢Itis a dream, Leo, 1t is the dream of a good
man, who ia his vision bestows boundless trea-
sures upon the needy, and awakes to find that he
bas wot a crust of bread wherewith - to stay the
craviags of his own hunger.’ :

1t 1s no dream, Veronica ; 1t is a plan full of
daoger, but with beaven’s holp, practicable, and
so thioks Bishop Gregory himself s for 1 have lus
perinission, tus full and complete sanction to un-
dertake it. If there be failure, as failure there
may be, L have the consolation of reflecting that
I bave doue alf that Yecomes me, and that I can
be the only sufferer.” -

‘ You the ouly sufferer,” exclaimed Veronica.
‘Have you no wife? no child? And as she:
said this she burst 1nto tears and placed the in-
fant 1n bis arms. ,

¢ My darling Mary !” said Leo, as he covered
the smiling face of his baby, with .his glowing

{ kissss, * It 1s for your sake, it is to save you and

my angel wile, that 1 expose my limbs to the
worst tortures that crueity may devise agaiust
me, because even then, and with the death
agouy upon me, I would know. that you were
both i a place of safety,’ : .

£ Of safety, Leo,” exclaimed Verenica. ¢ Qb,
where oo earth is that to be found, and you fas
away from us,” :

*Alae I’ answered Leo, ¢though 1
courage of Clovus, I have not th’égpovierb:g "sl:-
cure to you, even a smgle hour of security, I
visit you with fear, and I leave you wiih appre-
hension. Such has beea our hife bitherto, It
shall not be so for the furure ; for ‘the good
Bishop, upon being ioformed by me last night
that T was married, and that Fou were z free-
born woman, has, for the purpose of saving you
from the persecution of your relations, obtained
permussion (rom the pious dame, who now lives ag
a recluse w a cell atlached to (he Cathedral of
Langres, 10 receive you and your child. To 1hat
cell you can, during my absence, live not only in
perfect retirement, bat 1n complete secirity for
it will afford you all the protection of 5 s;uc-
tuary—so that even if discovered in the cell of
the recluse, all proceedings can be stayed against
you as fongz as you are witlun the verge of the
altar. Qutside of the precincis of the sanctuary
Bishop Gregory promises no human force can
draw you, until your husband is restored to you.
L eay, then, I bave provided for you and for our
chid a place of safety. This day "Jou ean re-
paic thther,  Disguised in. the dark robes and
beneath the close black veil of a religious, with
which you are long sinee provided, you can
travel i safety. - And now, Veronica, as the
pious bishop has bestowed upon me ins, bepedic.
tion in parting, let me bave the benefit of your
prayers before I separate from you.: Beg the
intercession of the Virgin, and of St.” Marun of
Tours. Their supplications even - for prayers
will be heard, when the prayers of kings and
queens are unheeded, :

CHAPTER 111,

Leo had seen his wife and chid’
withio the walls of the Church of Langr:::‘::g
then had journeyed with such speed that he found
umself in some days alterwards within a few
'P"es of 1hat city, Treves, whose whabitants stil]
modestly boast that 1t is the most aocient cily in
the world, having been built (as they affirm), no
less than 1250 years before Rowme, itself. ’

Leo advanced by one of the old Roman roads
leadiog to the city, he saw prostrate upon. the
earth, the body of an'iged man, whose withered
hands were grasping his white baws, and who
with ius face. close to th,e'gro‘uﬁd on which .hl;
lay, seemed in bis grief a~ degire 1o shut out from
bis mgbit all the objects arond him. The spot
0a which this old man lay was'a green mound
which gently elevating atself "on the nde of 1he
road, formed the basement, 1t might be said, fo &

‘roudd pedestal; oo, which rested the  marble.and

pxquisitely *lormed’ feet of a’broken™ statue’ of

legs to” the kuees’ were'

the gnly’ _Ir?gpi_élits';}g"' show that. on the spot .
Pagsnism bad tormerls célebrated Vits diabolical -
riies, ‘and” that the zeal that bad;abolished those
rites, aod_shattered 1ts "emblems, “Had got: yet'
‘urged those it*influenced*to’ réplate. whit bad
Beea destiojed by a0y imagé%aliaitated 1o exe .
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In the:attitide of,¢
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be'old) mab; as be lay prog: "
jortrayed a ‘personi..
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fication of !;’91"39-‘.‘ :cgm"ﬁ'e‘lté%daésﬁglqg JHis.com: 5.
pagsionate fee lta‘g's ‘Were ‘at .once. aroused, .andas. .
B R A VIR 1, 4 Y =T T8 Ry ! NTYRT -~’3‘nd\mf
burrying'over. to-the ‘aide’of: the-aged-sifferer ‘he .
touched him gently on-the shoulder and enquired |
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