i
b L1

B R e e s oA
g
AUl = = ST T e W) Vg
TR TR NN

[T

CATHOLIC

"CHRO

gl
‘me%&

e R -
“‘Q'}\“\\Q\mel- -

T TN
g

RS
(44
L

0 \\
T

VOL XI1V.

THE RETURN OF CLANEBOY.
" (From Blackwood’s Mugazine.)
On sn afternoon in mdsummer, 1633, a party
" .of pative Irish, issming from the northern forests
.of Tyrone, crossed the river Bann nto Aotrim.
. "They were of the clan Aodb-Bumdh, * or follow-
- ers of Yellow Hugh O’Neill, a prince expelled
some years before from his kingdom of Dalara-
dia, on the western confines of which they were
.ow arrived. ‘The appearance of the cavalcade
howerer, bespoke no intention of a hostile inroad
for its recovery, and at that lime there was lit-
-tle prospect of success attending on such an at-
- tempt ; for by the vigorous government of Wil-
" fiam De Burgh, third Earl of Ulster, then sta-
tioned with a strong force at Carriclfergus, the
" .county of Antrin had been placed in a state of
- security such as it had not before enjoyed since
the days of the great De Coutcy. The Bang,
-a broad and beautiful stream, and at that time
" ghe limit of the Eunglish Pale, flowed between
" apcient forests on either side balfway from
Toome to Coleraine ; and so iatricate was the
;paths, and close the underwood, that save when
fording the placid expasse of the river, little
could be distinctly seen of their uswonted tra-
sersers. A youth on horseback, the splendour
of whose dress proclaimed one of the family of
.O"Neill bimself, bad led the way, dashing down
the bank, and plunging with a burst of white
spray into the water, while warnings and direc-
. tions, shouted after him by his out-stripped com-
" panions as_they beheld him from the wood be-
* hind, bearing up and struggling against the cur-
" rent, told that this was his first passage of an
__unknown acd perilous ford. He was followed by
a hurrying iroop of borsemen,.at the hesd of
" whom a grave and middle-aged person, in a dress
¢ half clerical, half lay, spurring the shallows of
he true track with hittle difficulty; ascended the
¥% nearer bank, where reimng in s impatient char-
o ger, O'Neill was eagerly gazing at every thing
. around lum, and in a tone ot affectionate care,
“rebuked hun for his recklessness, -

+ Prince,’ says he, ¢ the life of an O’Neill was
.ot given lo be cast away vpon the running wal-
ers. Here are pools and currenis that bave
swept down man and horse, aud one step to
enber side mght have carried thee amongst
them. '

+ Pardon me, pardon me, for giving thee alarm,
good Laughlin, said young O'Neill 7’ © but trust
ine there are rivers as deep, und fords as dan-
gerous to Tyrconell, yet bas white Fiogall
borue me from Ballyshannon to the Dlack Val-
ley, and never put hoof to bridge. Aud this s
Dalaradia,> he cried, striking the butt of his
hunting spur agawnst the green sward, and guzing
at baok and tree, and at the river at his feet,and
the sky overhead—¢ Dalaradia! ty father’s
right, my brothers’ and my own inheritance, und
T am here at last T would I had a fwrer siew
of the counntry , o, Loughlin, let us on to the
opeo hills,” and they gave their horses’ head, and
are the dull beat of the heof upon the grass had
died away, were lidden behind the thick green
veil of the foliage. Presently appeared a small-
er party oo foot, shaggy and nimble kerns, with
malts of their own plaited haie for head-meces,
and long mantles, fantastically fringed and braid-
ed, flung over their yellow linen doublets aud
close trousers of deer-skin.
hounds and woll-dogs in Jeashes, aud bore u.:nt-
poles and hatchets. which, with the panniers
borne by three sumpter-horses, showed that the
strangers purposed pitching their caup for some
time wherever they wight stop. They followed
in the track of the horsemen at a pace that took
them almost as quickly out of sight, and the
river had hardly smoolhed itself after them, ull
the salmon shot again, and the wild swan came
down from bis tsland, the rufllng of his feathers
the only sound between the forests, save wlhen a
sudden plunge told that tbe olter had shd  out
again from bis biding-place, or \}'hen the wood-
Pigeon, that had wheeled alool from the strange
aspect of men, cooed murmuring from her re-
clmed pest npon the oserhangmg ash once
wore.

When the strangers next emerged from the
forest, it was upon the hills 1o the vorth of Con-
nar. As they rese mto view of the open coun-
try beneath, O’ Neills eye glauced with restless
admiration over the stene. .

< And is it,’ he exclaimed, pointing down the
rich valley of the Mayne— is tt from such an
inheritatce as thig that we have been driven 1o

thickets of Killeightra2 O, Laughlia, bad I
known what a fair country was ours by right, 1
hiad never staid so long coutented in Tyrconnell.
I thought it a desolate tract ~of moorlands and
_morasses, fit only 10 be dweli in by those bungry
strangers who are glad of any spot of ground,
however miserable.’ )

¢ Alas, Prince,? said lis companion, ¢ thou hast
never seen an Eoghsh army, nor an Eaghsy

P,

o * Which afterwards lapsed ioto the present Clane-
oy, - _

These led grey-{
{ upon these unhappy gentlemen, lave beeu seat

stone castle. One of the wattled sheilings of
Tyreconell could be fired and consumed over the
heads of its inmates in shorter time tham thou
eouldst pick a single corner-stone (rom the keep
of Cragfergus ; and, for an armed kuight of
their nation, thow mightest as well shower thy
blows npon the armorer’s agvil.

¢ Bones of Saint Murus? cried the youth ;—
‘and if he were as tmpenetrabie asa pillur of
flint, strength of men and horses could overturn
mm ! and for their redoubted castles, when did
they ever build such a cromlech as 1 see on yon-
der kooll, where the altar top 1s as bread as the
shield of Fia MacCoull,and every standard stone
would sink a ship.’

* Think not that I magnifly our enemies to ex-
cuse ourselves,’ replied his companioa ; ¢ but their
tower battleruents have even such stones heaved
higher than the rath of Ughlogael, uprigit from
the ground ; and one of their ships would holda
hundred such leathern baskets as thou hast seen
on Lough Erne and the Btackwater—=Roating
castles they are, with tall trees for masts, and
armies of nien and horses in their holds.

¢ 1 have seen ships,’ said O'Neill, ¢ T bave seen
ships on Liough Swilly, and Tanists of the great
Clan Donnell sailing -in them over the wares of
the open sea:; but though these strangers had
ships ltke our castles of oak, and castles like our
mouatains of rock, I have learned, Laughlin,
amang the sheilings of “Cycconnell, to trust to
myself, my lunsmen, and our noble allies, for the
maintenance of our ancient state and freedom
against both.’ o

« Think not, 1 again pray thee,” replied the
other, ¢ that 1 would make ecemies terrible 1
thine eyes, esther to excuse ourselves, or to daunt
thee ; but trust me, thou art overcoufident in the
streagth of unaided arms, The Eaglsh are as
wise and powerful as they are covetous, amd
while pniled to oppose invasion of their robbe-
ries, will ever be triumphant as they bave been ;
and this thy royal father well knoweth, when he
holds council all year round in his reountain cas-
tle, leaving the war within their pale to shrewd
clerks, Brehons, and Erenachs like wmyself, who
have wrought their government more mischief in
one day than centuries of unequal war could
have accornplished. Have we not already in
tiines past stirred up both Laeys to rebellion ;—
won over the MacMurrough and O’More to our
alliance of late 1 Leinster, Fitz Thomas in Des-
mond, and in Ormand and Kilkenuy, the stout
Lord Tipperary?  And have not 1 here within
a year trawn Liermingbam and Mandersill, nay,
the very cousins of William De Burgh hunself,
to abandon thelr allegianee, and ture as Irish as
purselves ¥

« TPor which,” replisd O'Neill, ¢ if I have heard
aright, Walter batn siready pervished iusserably
in s imprisonment at Cragfergus, wiile Rich-
ard and Huoert stiil lie in the deepest dungeon
of Norburgh, awaitiog the Tarl’s wandate for
life or death.
widow of Sir Richard Dlandevill, is sticning  all
Ireland in thew bebalf; sod all, as [ have Leard,
in vain.’ :

¢ All this I know,” rejoined the Eremach, or
lay abbot, for such bes words and habit had
shown him to be; * I koow that in Dublin and
Louden, the defection of these nobles has siruck
such a terror into the councils of the Tsoghsh,

to all the Lords of the Pale; ana that whether
he will it or no, Wilham must execute the law,
without regard to bleod or kindred ; but it s
from this same cruelly and ils ungrateful com-
pulsion to ifs exercise, that we lope the best.—
Thiokest thou Earl William will sign {he death
warrant of any gentleman for living as a noble
spirtt prompts b, and not reflect thai when he
perchance may increase his o retinue by a but-
fer more, or ratse bis own wall by a foot of bat-
ttemect higier thau way seem good to some
tunorous trrant of the council, he also may be
prociamed a rebellious trantor, and a Merus Il
bernscus 7 Dut that T fear thine open heriness
1 could disclose such a plan as would make thee
well content with our peaceful policy.’

» Let me be no party,” said O'Neill, *in any
concealed designs. 1 will defy the traitor to his
face, if you list to trust your quarrel w my bands ;
if not L am privy to nothing, save the accomme-
dation of the cosheries.’

» Be it so,” sunl the Xrenach, gravely ; “1ikuu
stalr have store of pleasures at the Inglish

Court, without tilting at the Earl?
the bleak’ ravives of Slieve-Gallen, and the ! ! >

¢ Ifo, Loughlin, cried the impatient youtl,
while be struck his spurs into bis horse’s flauk,
and wakwng hitn spring fugh in the air, theew out
fus right hand espanded, as if to grasp the long
line of highlands that lay before them—* Ho,
Loughlin, these are brave mountains; they look
pot like other hills ; they are broad, sweiling,
and rolled together like » wave of the sea, or an
army of good warriors. Eow pame you that
great one that sises over all like the ship among
the waves, or the king’s presence on the ridge of

battle ?

Their sister Lady Gyle, the |

that letters commandivg the cruelties exercised |
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¢ That, answered the Erenach, ¢is toe great
Mouat Slemish. We shall be on 1ts sunmit ere
sunset, and I will then show thee the whole jand
of Dalaradia from Mourne to Rathlin.’

They pursued thew way ealong the vale of
Brougbshaae, through thick woods that for a
time hid everything else from their view, and
were almost under the western precipices of Sle-
mish betore they beheld its huge wedge-like bulk
piercing the blue sky overhead. Slemish is one
great Joint of that spine of mountains that rung
between the vale of Glenwhirry on one side,
and that of Broughshane on the other, heaved
over its fellows so bigh, and so abruptly, that ta
the eye of one standing on the highest point, the
platform of its summit 13 alone visible, like a
green 1sland under foot, floating a thousand
feet above the middle of the county Antrim, for
from that point neither base nor stde can be seen,
but all around, from Louth wpon the south, to
the tulls of the Causeway upon the north, and
from the mountains of Argyleshire and Gallo-
way upoo the east, to the western highlands of
Derry aod Tyrone, everything les under the
view as ona map. ‘The rock of which it mainly
consists, rests upon a green sloping and smooth
base, nising  suddenly out of the hollow of the
hills on either side, and in itself a wountarn.

Rounding the southern shoulder of this, our
travellers came upon a fountam, springing out of
the green sward, beside a great stone which
scemed to have come down at ene bound from
the brow of the precipice above, for 1t was sunk
half way in the earth, and overbanging, as if
arrested by the depth of the first dint 1t bad
made in the seil.  Under this they haited; the
horsemen diswouated, and tll ¢he arrival of the
keras, wko, although an {oct, were not far behind,
occupied themselves in cleaniug their horses and
accoutrements. DPresently the kergs came up,
bearing willow withes and rushes, which they
had cut in theé holms by the way, and all were
soon busily engaged in pitching thieir cump.—
T'wo cireles were marked out oo either side of
| the great stoue, round each of which they sunk
i certain of the tent poles alfuded to, at equal dis-
-tances, and having brought the ends of these to-
gether under caps prepared to recerve them,
speedily wattled tbe spaces between, ard thatch-
ed tiem all over with rushes, so that to one
coming suddenly in sight of their dark green
pyrannds, it might bave seenmred as il (wo trua-
med yew trees had all at ouce sprung up beside
the fountain.  So soon as these works bad been
put m progress, O'Neil apd his preceptor as-
cended the mountain. Erenach often stopped
and breathed himselt upon the steep and dizzy
ascent, but O’ Neill betrayed no further symptom
tof fatigue than a deeper glow upon his cheek,
rand a tuller expausion of the plaited tissse an his
breast. He bad thrown of his mantle and high
cap, and now stood on the muddle and highest
| peak of the sumuwit, the rays of the decling
sun deepentng the yellow of his garments into
i Baming orange, and graining the aubura bandsof
his hatr with a waving radiance fike gold, as the
wind blew 1L reund his deep flushed and animated
Vfeatures. The Erenach ascended to the fool of
the httle pivacle on which he stood, and gazing,
blessed the glorivus boy in his heart. ¢ The
very sun crowns bim with a brighter light,) he
exclaimed mentally, ¢ there 18 a glory or bun
| from heaven.’

s
<

i O'Nuill stood wrapped also in a trance of ad-
miration, put it was of the noble prospeci spread
evergwhere at his feet.

¢ Stand by my side, good Laughlin, I pray
thee,’ be satd at length, *and tell e how all
these lales apd mountains around us are named ;
{ for 1 here see loughs and countries I never
"dreamed of iill now.’
¢ Tet us look norzhward itrst,” said the Eren-
Lach, ¢ before the cloud falls between us and the
! Koock-Laide, for a slorm is rising from that old
Pcountry of the giants'-—and pointmg out succes
[ sively the various objects on the northern hori-
zon—1he Cuuseway mountuing, the watchhills of
Farwrhead and Lurgedm, and the Isle of Isla j—
tand eastwardly, the Mull ot Cantire, the Isle of
Arrap, the Craig of Ails, and the Carrick
' gountains 3 he told him the names of their pos-
i sessors, end the wars of wouders for which cach
| was celebrated 5 then turaing more southswardly,
s dirceted his eyes to the lough of Carriekferyus,
distinguishable at intervals, doswn past the steep
shoulders ot the mountaws between. ¢ The
strangers have their castles) siid he, * all along
its nearer shore, close under this broken line of
filis. Frst stands the great stone keep of Crag-
s fergus, with the lesser castles of Mschnecoole
and Kilroute ; next, voder yonder precipices—
they are scvoged into caverns, in which 1 have
seen (he kings of three natious sssembled—have
they their town of Cadle and Castle by the fords
at Belfast: beyond, the furests of the Lagun
stretch far into the territory of Kilultah 5 then
come the low countries of the Macgeunis and
O’Hanlon, but these we cannot see lor the {n-

PTEM

NICLE.

RER 4, 1863.

No. 4.

on mountawn, cutting the horizon as with the
teeth of a saw. To the west Lough Neagh
flames like a sheet of gold, and the hills of Ty-
roue and Coleraine are bardly visible through
the bright veil of the sunlight. But come, now,
and let us look down upon the spot we bave
left. He led O'Neill to the southern verge of
the preciple, wheuce all that side of the moun-
tain was visible. ¢ s nol this u strange and so-
lemn scene, Prince 7 said he, ¢ this lonely hol-
low at our feet, this black rock on which we
stapd, these wooded wilderness all around, and
that solitary well spring in the midst, rising va-
wearied and silent, and sliding down the same
smooth path rom century to century 7 Knowest
thou who wandered these woods and mountains,
clinibed those rocks, and drank of these blessed
waters eight centuries age ?’

¢ 1 koow not,” said O*Neill, f unless perhaps a
herd of wild boors, or a troop of wolves.’

¢Ohb, holy aud biessed Patrick !* exclaimed
the Erenach, ¢ was it for this that the visions
came to thee by night, and the voices of the
male mfaats crymng out of the forest for redewp-
tion 7 that the scene of thy prayer and fasting
should be deserted and forgotten, that the peo-
ple of thy choice should be made vagabond like
Cain P

¢ Nay,' said O'Neill, ‘1 knew not that the
good saiut had been a mounlaineer of Dala.
radia.’

* Koowest thou the song of Feich of Slheb-
tha 2’ said the Erenach. )

¢ From beginning to end,” answered O’Neill ;
‘1 learned 1t of Callough Moyle, wy graud-
father's bard.’

¢ What says he in Lis 16(h and 17th stanzis 7
said his preceptor.

O’Neill repeated the Irish of the following:
¢ By the fountain that never knows draaght or de-

crease,

He nightly sang o huadred psalmis,
In service of the Kitcg of Aogels.
The2 wont ke to sleep on the bare rock,

His covering round about, a dark manptle,
Ilig pillow of rest, the bark of the forest tree.”

< And what saith lis own epistle, when he 1ells
how the love of God increased within him day
by day in his captivity ¥ questioned the Eren-
ach.

¢ O Neill paused for av instant to reeolleet,
then repeated the passage— etiam in sylvis et

monte manebam, et ante Jucem exeitabar ad;

orationem, per tivem, per gelu, per pluviam ; et
nibil malt senticbam, neque alla pgritia erat in
me.’

¢ These are those woods,’ cried the Torenach,
“ this 15 that mouutain, and yonder well-spring ts
that fount. IHere me, Prince, we stand on the
most blessed ground in Lurope— i the ceadle of
the church—in the nursery of kingdome, 1 the
very womb of western Christendom ! [or here ut
was, even in (s vild aond lenely rook of Se-
mish, that Crod raised up the reclaimer of the
Pagsn; and here T made a vow~—und T eall
these Inlls and walers und theze e'ernal rocks to
he a perpetual wituess against me—that through
pood and evil, threugh honor aad dishenor, thro’
life apd death, I will Jevote myself to the sacred
cause of this thy thrice blessed lanid’s recavery.

O’ Neil stood apart, astomshed and in silence,

shelter from the storm that slready i1s fast rising
cul of the narth, than violence or discourtesy.
At that moment the party alluded to rose over
the hill—two ladies and one knight, with an at-
tendant tram of hall a dozen troopers. They
came down at a bard gallop, tili the clump of
dark figures round the green tents caught the
clder lady’s eye.

¢ Draw up, brother, she exclaimed, ¢ these are
na friends of ours; 1 know the red cloak of 1heir
leader—they are the Irishry from Coleraine.—
Draw up, Sir Robert; ued do thou, Aylner
Warde, ride out and ask the knaves of they be
for peace vr war.’ .

¢ Stay,’ cried the knight, * their leaders are
advancing let—me meet them balf-way. No-
ble kinswomen and Lady Honora; your pulireys
are fleet, and it we shoald come 10 blows with
these vascal kerny, 1 pray you hold back out of
artosv-range, and keep us ever between you and
their battle.”  So saying, bhe-spurred foward, at-
tended by the 1all maw-at-arms, snd met O*Neill
with hiy preceptor in the middle of the interven-
ing hollow.

¢ What greeting hinve you, sics, for the nable
lady Gyle de Burgh en her kiosman's hills of
Antrim 2 he inquired in a loud voice.

* Heulth aud peace to that noble lady, aud
all good greetings to her valiant brother-in-law,
Sir Robert Fitz Martin Mandevill, answered
the Erenach in good English, a5 be advanced,
and held out his hand, which the Koight shook
warmly, exclaiming with a fuce of glad recogni-
tion—* What ! our some time chaplain of Coler-
aine ! right welcome thou art te our Pale, thou
and ull thy good company.  But wiich of the
Princes of the West have we here honnring our
Wils? he inquired, looking at Q:Neill, who could
unly percerve by their faces that tggms of good
will Lad teen established, for, save Fatin, be
spoke no other but bis mother tongue. The
Srenach, in the dsferent lungunges, made each
acquanted with the pame and raok of the other,
and the Kuight scknowledged the eourtecus sa-
lute of the DPrince with an ohesance almost a5
deep as he would bave bestowed on an REuglish-
wan of the blood royal ; then ordured the soldier
to bring the ladies and their teoop furward with-
oul fewr.  As they approsched, be rade up to
them, and addressed the Lady Gyle,

¢ Dear kiswaomnn, we have fallen among our
best friends.  ‘Chis is that pious and trasty
chutchmau, IFather Loughlin Pueluny, thy poor
Walter’s tried  advoeate in all s peris, and
this is the youngest ol the rinces of Claucboy.’

\ Before Sir Robert had  done speaking, the
Phuly bad dimmouated aud given both her hands
i to the Jorenachy while 1ears burst frowr ber eyres,
l:md she was e dly able (o articulate her thauks
and greeting tur emotion.
¢ Porgive my weakuess, my good Lather) i
suid, but ! bave ro-day ridden from Muchuiore
tto Connery and {rmn Coanor to Galgora, solient-
fing abbot and bishop in wy bapless hrother’s and
V1 tave wot fovked ou the face of wne trae friend
ull nnow, now, and 1 cannot but weep 16 think of
l-,
¢'Take comlort,noble lady,’ suid the Erenach;
¢ while there 1s life there is hope.  arl William
‘cannol have so tost the aature of humamty as to

while the other koelt and prayed; and peither | put au unjust law 1o execution thus rigorous
spoke, till at length the Krenach harmg zrisen, ) vi Ins own blood relation ; but alas! why Jo £
the Prince turned himsell again to the  wonders { measure 1ed Richurd’s successor by the simple
at his feet.  DBul be had not lang looked till hie ' and kiudly rule of our own nature? Whea did
cried suddenly, ¢ Cast thine eyes over this hill | the cold ryrant ever show any touch of geaer-
beneath, good Laugilin ; what takest thou that | ous spitit, any spark of frask nobiliy 2 Lint let
ghticring and glancing among the hazel copse to i me= pray you, does yone fair dauglter stll show
be? Halthere goes a stranger horseman; and § ber Jove for us, by gracing our tungue with the
by the lamp of Kildsre, two gailant mounted | swuet voive [ so weil remember sioce when she
ludies by his side! and see now where their train | was a child in Omogh ; althongh, by wy troth,
draw out from the wood, and take to the open | ner form and face have astopishyd me with a

tervening heights of Devis, although their south-
ern boundary of Mourne rises ovec all, mouatain

country—Lones of Mucus, us a rare sight on
these deserted hills.)
self down the nearer pathway, hureying to §uin
his men below, while the gruver 1Zrennch fol-
[owed by a more circustous but safer road.
When (VNeill came again e sight of s mes,
they were clusterivy round the tents like bres
before the bive; for a bugle note tromn the paity
Just descried trom above, bad reached thew be-
fore the strangers were yet nisen into their view.
Mauny were the enthusiastic exclamations that
the appearance of their Prince swinging fram

rock to rock down ihe face of the precipice,’

colled forth.

¢ Belold the young eagle of Claseboy,” cried
his bard Tarloch Gorme—¢ he-stoaps from his
eyrie of Slemish like the young golden eagle.’

¢ Loke a'sun beam from the cloud ” exclaimed
Btian Roe, his standard bezacer.

¢ Like the bright sword from 1ts sheath,’ re-
sponded Roite Duff, s armorer. ,

¢ Ring round him, sons of Hy Nunl? shouted

another kern, with hair like light flame, and eyes ‘

like coats of fire, as he put a2 long twisted Lorn to
ins mouth, snd made the roeks re-echo in reply
to a second blast sounded aver the hll, as the

Prince stood before them,. ¢ Stigathe your kenes,

my loving- friends; he'sajd ; ¢ I bave seen the
strangers (romtabove, and: they rather crave our

So saying, he fung liw-

i beawty never imagined beforel

¢ [lonora sl foves the Irish) said the tady ;
¢ but God waol, she must farget the language of
Lher yrandicotier within onr vousin’s Pale ; else
“yroubd 1hy rebellicus tongue be clipt out child,
i and she drew’ her dapgbier torward, ¢ and thy
i dumb services bestowed upon some lackey of the
Pliarh, as Lam assured happened to v gentleman
Lol goad bivth iu Coansught.  Nevertheless, let
L us venture fur ouce—tell the good futher in s
jown longue how wmuch thou art Leuulen to lus
Uireeadship.”
Hogera, i Trish, reiterated the thanks that
bersgother bad slready given.  O'Neill, who,
s all the whide, had beeo gazing at the farr stran-
i ger, uo sooner heard ber pronowsce the well-
| known accents, than he accosted ber, delighted
{to fird one with whom to converse without an
cintevpreter.  Just as e was expresung lus bope
“that they would rest within his rude camp before

. rproceeding farther on thewr journey, heavy drops

* of ram began to fall, and the whole party made
a stnultavecus movement towards the shelter ;
{ but before they could reach the litte encamp-
went, at a distapce of aboat a quarter of a mile
from which the coulerence bhad taken place, the
darkness bad shut in on ‘every side, and the sun
was set.  As they drew up ‘before the green-
arched door-way, the mountain above seemed



