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> "DIARY OF THE SIEGE.
(From Correspondents of London Journais.)

Cadxte Berore Sezasteror, July 23.~Our new
batteries are completed an armed. The principal
\m.lvrj, Oculp)m" avery advanced pu&lhou on lie
right, in fronc ol Frenchunan’®s lill, is fitted with a
most powerful anmament, o considerabin '\rnporlmn
o which consists ol faud and sea serviee 13 inch mor-
tars. ‘This is more especially to act, itis said, and
ire position remlers the statement prohable, against
the line~ol-hattle ships, which sill retain their threat-
coing attitude, broadside toward the Karabelnaia
sabarb. It is vemarkable thar neither the three-
:{.'n..c«.rs nor the tn'o \h_clms Il'"e )c.t been Gbc:'ncd

daty Imlu'x(o h'h been menuell o |lw sen-ol-war
steatners.  The largest of the ships, which is seen
fying ouwl to our h'lt of Fare Paul, appears to he |
.an\y careened over, and it would appear as if she |
tight ensily acquire elevation enough 1o try her range
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lowed while lie was under treatment for the injury.
[Te had resumed bis duty, howerer, and PXpoSUIe to
the glure of the s in the trenches is said to have
hronght on the erysipelas. under which he so rapidly
died, This officer, who had been with his regiment
ever sinee it arvived in Twkey, had dtstm”‘lllshed
himseli’ on several oceasions. \'olt"nll\t'lndm(r the

excesive Leat, 2nd the exposure to which the froons
are pecessarily submitted :lurm'r their 24 hours” ‘tari
of duty in the treaches, there hias not_been any in-
erease in the mmmber of cases of cholera. Dysen-
ilex ic disease and fever seem to be the only prevail-
Hing disenses of a serivus  character at present among
|lhc eamyps in front, "The former malady atteeks new
jcomers especialiy—nersons w lio have not become
.mnn_d to live nader canvas and to camp dieting. A
syoung oficer of the 34th Regiment, Lieotenant Nor-
Laran Ramsay, fell a vietim to it y&rerdn) Many
lofficers and men have had to leave camp {rom the
| same cause, for even when the dysentery is controlled,
lan amount of debility lern:m which rentlers restora-

over the fow ground about the south harbor and tion to health almost impaossible \wthout a complele

Packyard Creck.
snchored appears 1o be about three thousaml yards |
irom the klopmu line of the Malakofl bill as its side
dips towards the barvack buildings, butitis diffieult
f0 estimate this with ace aracy white she is lying ont
tn the roadstearl.  The report has been so industri- |
onsly eirenlated in camp, nt the enemy having been
necessitated to take the guns out of these vessels for
use in the land ballerdes, " that their constant silence
may be avuse to invite credence to this very im-

portable stavy, wntil, having gained possession and |
effected our _|ud~rmum> on the Malakoff and other
¢ommanding  positions, we should receive a more
authentic account of their powers and armament.—
here isa story thar a sailor las volusteered to
start from Carcening Day on the fiest favorable op-
portanity, and, stogle handed, to destroy each ship
saceessively,  tle asserts that he is in possession of
a seeret method by which he can move aloang beneath
¢he surface of rthe water amd breathe as easily as if
he were in a diving apparatus supplied with air by a
pamp, and that he can carry with him an explosive
wachine of suflicient power to drive a hole through
the bottom ol the largest ship. Al this may ead in
saoke, as £o many other assertions of po-w«nur
seeret powers of destruction npppm to have cuded.

A few afternoons sinee a sinall skiff, fitted at itesides
with what appeared to be not unlike a life-bnat ap-
paratus, was carried down by the Trench towards
Careening Bay, and perbaps this gave some eoloring
ab truth to the story. Desides, the sailar gave a
proofl on the night of the 19th instant, that at any
rate he was clever enough to approach a ship unde-
tpeted, notwithstanding a very careful gnard heing
established to mark his coming. Asa pmot of still
further ability, he announced to the officers of Iler
‘la|esl)’< ship « Liondon® that he would come in the
course of thar night and cball up the name of the
-+hip on her sile, ]ust above the water-mark, do what
‘they might to present him, The challenge was ac-
cepted, double sentries were posted. and some vo-
Tunteers among -the officers kepl a look out, but nn
LOne way nbsened to came near, and all on board
were convinced that no one had come near the ves-
+el.  Daylight, however, showed the letters conspi-
znously éhalked on the ship’s side, as the sailor said
they would be. It has been suggested that the means
by which his feat was accomplished was an atmos-
pheric boat, capable - of being guided when sunk be-
neath the surface of the water, aud supplied with a
reserve of air enouzh to last a given time for the
“support of its adventurous owner, Tt is stated that
“he could not have swam alengside without being nb-
_served,

July - 24, —Another hot sunny morning, with an
“atmosphere equally as oppressive and cultry as it has
‘lieen for some days past.  Tle empty condition of
‘the water tanks and reservoirs, and the gradnally -
rinishing How{roin the springs near the front, are
hecoming a source of great inconvenience and anxiety.

A great “part of the water carried down for use in
the trenches last night bad to be brought from ‘the
Jarge reservoirin the Tchernaya valley, connected
with the agueduct to Sebastopal.  The distance of
-this. water is s great, nearly three wmiles, and the
desent to the low ground and subsequent ascent so
‘tedious and difficult, that the expenditure of time
and laboris rendered a serious watier. Stringent
vegulntions are enforced to prevent the use of the
water ‘at the <prings ew:cepnnn' for the most urgent
purposés- of consumption. Captain Bentinck Gilby,
-of the 77th Retrunpnt was bugied fo-day, amidst the
regret of-a larcre uircle 'of companions and friends.
e died 'after a _very. briefl illness, the immediate
.cause of his decease being erysipelas: of the head.—
He had . been: wouniled in the leg by.a piece of shell
‘when the attark was:made on the Quarries in - front
«af the' Redan on the 7th ol June, and his healt] had

sulfered durmw the necessary conﬁnement whieh fol-

"Ihe distance at which she isnow Id iange of air and seene. .

July 25.—There was a beary fire all night from
the h'nterice. and about midnight the enemy made a
isortie against the ambascades and advanced trenches
fof the Preach on the Malakofl kill.  ‘The moon had
’ been shining bright!y, and about five minutes after it
had set and there was general obscurity, the Rus-
sians sallied out.  The French were on the alert,
and must have perceived the enemy advancing. for
ithe first nolice in the Enyglish attack of the sartie
twere the Freneh bugles mn“dn‘mr the olarm. "[hey
jwere immediately folloved by the usual sharp ery of
'lhe Russians as ﬂ‘l,) rushed forward to attack mm'(l

{\nth the sound of their bugles and the shouts of of-
{ficers.,

A very heavy fire of musketry followed, and
all the batteries opened with terrible eflect. T
Russian steamers were very : active fn rllowmrz shells
over into the French works. 1t is said that the new
Freneh battery near Careening Bay did not opjeri her.
fire ngainst the steamors, reser ving it for a simultanc-
ous operalion with other works oa the left, which is

‘1o be carried iato effect against the enemy’s flect in ;

a few daps. The flight. of shells from our vight ut-
fack, in the direction of the Malakoff warks, and
the ground in their rear, was unceasing. As many
as u-fht or nine shells from this atsack might be
connted in the air al one time. Some of the 13-
inch mortars i our new advanced battery was also
firel in the direction of the low ground between the
Retan and Malakolfl Lills, nlonz which it might bhe
prosumed troops would advance towards owr own

vorks, but the enemy exhibited no intention of mak-
inz an attack on our trenches. After a period of
fifteen or tweaty minutes the musk etry ceased. The
enemy had oot omnul any advantage.
sap, wilch 1s now fast a mm.lchum the ditch of the
{ Malakoll, was not igjured. Qur allies have also
sotpe rilte pits close to the edge of the diteh, the
fire from which canses great annoyance to the enemy,
and they are s2 completel) under the parapets of the
works abové, that the larger guns camnot be suffi-
ciently depressed o reach Tiem.  The enemy, it is
supposed, sought particularly the desteuction of these
ambuscales, but the alertness of the Freneh prevent-
ed them from achieving this object.

July 26.—Light rain continved to fall during the
whole’ night. The atmosphere is still clonded.
a proof of the heedless indifference to dangeér which
some of the men acquire {rom Loncmnllv moving
amongst shot and shell, the following example, which
oceurred last evening, may be mentioned :—A large
shell liad been thrown from the Redan in‘o our rn’rht
attack, and during its passage the fuze had acciden-
tally dropped out. ‘U'le shell full, thercfore, like a
round shot into part of the appronch connecled with
the olil advanced or third parallel.  Some men of
the 47th regiment were near, wailing for the reliefs
tn the arrive. and ready to veturn to camp.  One of
these soldiers alter examining the unexploded shell,
actually had the foolhardiness to jerk the ashes of the
tobacco in his pipe, which he had just finished smok-
ing, into the fuze-hole. Another of the men stand-
ing by, and observing the action, had only just time
(0 utter an H«.lnm.mon when the shell Lurst. The
reckless author of the mischief suffered severely—
hoth his legs were shattered, and he was frightlully
scorched abont the lead and.face. TFive otler men
were wounnded, but fartunately none were dangerously
Tt Ttis presumt.d that the man had no ulca of
any of the pipe- -ash being sufficiently hot to cause
ignition of the powder in the shell. Tnstaiices of
men enposmo' 1hem=eives to imminent hazard by show-
ing. their position to the enemy oceur, daﬂy even in
tlie. most. advanced works, and it often requires the
greatest watchfulness on the part. of the officers to
make them suﬂ’nuently thoughtful of their own safety,
and that of ‘others around them. -The’ cavalry divi-
sion liave been kept under arms ‘all- day ;" thie several
regimeuls bemfr bere ready to: lurn outata worbent’s
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nonca Tt is'said ‘that an attack was looked for in
m direction of the Tchernaya. A deserter from
the enemy had’ reported that the Russians were mak-
u‘}g preparations to make against the allied forces in
the phin of Balaklava, and- that they had provided
lmnhehes with a large number of pontool bridges
{6 effecting the passage of the Tchernaya river.—
Abody of ‘Sardiriia aud French light troops were
tigown out to make a xcronnmsmnce, but returned
wl hout abserving any appearances indicating sueh
an; intention on the part of the enemy. ]he) rx-
chanrrczl a few shots willl some Russian outposts.—

Raiu has fallen at intervals during the day but ot to
be any considerable depth. Tt has had the bencficial
eﬂ'ycr, however, of cooling the nlmocphere, and al-
reatly some, though only a qhvrhi inerease has taken
p"me in the quantity of water flowing from the
springs.  Had the weather continued hot and dry,
the,,drought by this time must have heen the source
of very serious inconvenience. "The fire from the
batleries on both sides was very incessant during the
whole night. The Russians not only threw a “vast
amount of sheils into varions parts of the works, but
kept up a constant discharge of grape and “bou-
quets” against tiwe advanced trenches. These bou-
quets consist of & number of small shells or gre-
naues ; they are thrown from a mortar, ahout ten or
twelva at one discharge; they burst closely together,
and: their fragments are seattered in all divections.—

A constant fire of this kind is gning on against the
'Freneh works on the Malakofl' Hill, and in addition
the sharpshooters maintain an unceasing fusillade.—

The loss of awr allies, {rom casmlhes of all kinds,
is naw srid to be equal in pumbers to a regiment per
| month, or nearly one hundred men per diem.
I'seems to'be a very larze number, but the great ex-
teiit.jof around they occupy, and the strength of
forc_c employed in guarding the trenches and in work-
iny parties, with the closeness to the enemy’s lines,
wil sufficiently explain the apparent improbability of
thetstetement. - - The proportion 6f.our own casual-

jority have not been providentislly of a very grave
character. From the great weight of our sliells. and
the superior pawer and comparafive proximity of onr
guns, the loss in the ranks of the enemy must also be
very great. A constant fire has been. kept up all
day in 1 the balteries.

July 27.—The fire in the batteries was very heavy,
and continued incessantly all night. A Circassian
chief, apparently of very higl: mnl\, with a staff of
[ive or six atlendants, was excorted over the works
on the Mamelon Vert by a French general officer
to day. ‘The novelty of lis costume, egually with
that of his followers, who all carried the cartridges
for their pistols slung in a row like a necklace, and
dependent upon their bighly embroidered vests, at-
‘tracted general attention as they rode through the
camps. ‘They were powerfully framed men, and
bore a spirited and soldierlike bearing. 1'he officers
of Engineers in the field are very much reduced in
munbers.  The arrival of others is said to be daily
expeated.  The sad losses in this vorps, both on the
Tth and 18th of June —no less than five being killed
in the two attacks, and several wounded—greatly
i redueed their already diminished numbers.  Colonel
{ Tylden, who was dangerously wounded on the 18th
¢nf June, and to whose “ eminent services” the fute
Commander-in- Chief called particular attention in.
ane of his despatches, lelt yesterday for England, in
ithe William Jackson, transport. It is sad 1o relate
that he is reported to be ina very precarious state.
From the commencement of the siege” Colonel Lyl-
den has been most 'u'ln'e, and his "'ﬂhnt conduct on
more than one occasion, in repulcmg the enemy when
making an attack on our works, was so censpicuous
as to artract general attention. He had previously
distinguished himself at the Cape of Good Hope dur-
ing the Kaflir war. Colonel Gordon is also absent
on account of ill health. Although the bembardment
has not as yet commenced qﬁczal[_/, yet our batte-
tries are far from remaining idle either by night or by
day. The report asserts that an order was deliver-
ed from head-quarters 1o the effect that no shot from
the enemy was to remain unacknowledged, but in
every practicable position he was to receive, if pos-
sible. two for one. We ure too near his stronghold
for Johnuy Rusky te leave us une:oticed, and as soon
as the clink of some unlucky pickaxe rings in his ears
a shower ef grape or canister, a Imhr ball and :a
a bouquet of shells, give us nalice that we are not
sufficiently careful. The French have withstood the
brunt of two assaults on their position in front of the
Malakofl. Their advanced trenclies now within one
hundred paces of the counterscarp of the work and
the Russians evidently ‘calculate on. their gaining a

selves'| in iilrowm« up a‘cavalier ‘work inrear of the
former' parapet. -

movements, aad preveut lhem replacmg their guus

e

This i

ies ‘has greatly increased of late, though the” ma-

footing there, as they are at present occupymg them-~:

“'Pliis may enable tbem to'make a-
more, protrac.led d«.fence, but it'will also cramp, lhen“
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| and rcp.m ing their worls, as they conld more vk
tually do were their space less confined. Tt i a mev
{ direct advantage to us, as, in the event of our taking
the outer work this pew parapet will affard vs goon!
cover from the fire of the ships, and prevent us Iram
suffering o severely while endmvounnr to force tusigh .
Thase:who have seen the rear works of the Malakoi
from our shipping outside say that the form is some-
what heart-haped ; the. two semi-circular ]mrlinns
are facing the bestegers, and. the- sides are forned
en crémaillére so as 1o secure a flanking fire alony
the whole front and fianks. . T'wo entrenchments ars
drawn within it 5 bt adthough such siegesas thace of
Saragossa anil '\lhmm warn 1s that a town must not
necewml) fall with its outworks, or regular defences,
yet, il the allies once suecced in imroducing ome
thousand men within the fortificalions of either the
Redan or Round Tower, the fate of this Armages-
don is sealed.

As far as we can see thereare at present very few
troops on the plateau of the north side; they sees,
to have all been drawn towards Sebastopol, and!
there is consequently a large display of canvass in s
vicinity.  Many are of opinicn that the greater pars
of the camp is required as a hospital,  Rumor even
now mentions the regiments intended for the approach-
ing assault. In the French army the mpcrnl(m.n.!

[and the Ist regiment of Zouares are nzmed, and

General Bosquet named as their- leader.  Our allie~
have proved the necessity of keeping their plans more

guarded and secret than before s the circminstanees
of the defeat of the 18th would seem to warrant the

belief of traitors in the camp.  Tle French General
lias now no confidant, he sernpulously avnids those
expedients of vacillating timidity—councils of w:r.
We all suppose thut our next assaalt will take pinre
at some moment when he least expect it, or as::
Irench officer remarked, no further notice will be
given beyond «TFix bayonets” & Forward.” Our
allies manifest an originality in the minor branches ot
military strategy which we sadly wam. At the ar-

tack on the Mamelon, on the Tih, the siguai give:
was six rockets from the Victoria Redoubl. Under
the impression that the besieped would probably ior
the future keep a good look out for demoustration-
af this nature, the French not wany days sinee mady
the same signal, and accompanied it with the roll o
drums in the trenches tfowards the front, and words
of command given in a loud tone. The result justi-
fied their anllc:p'lllon., as the Russian bugles scunded
the assembly, and their iroops were seen crowding:
into the Malakofl, ready 1o repel the supposed pre-
meditated attack. Tmmediately the guns and mor-
tars bearing on the threatened point poured forih
their iron bail.  Grape, canister, and shells fell
amongst the besieged ' fast and furions,” and only
ceased when the fire from the enciny showed that th
panic had passed away. On the whole, the ruse ¢
guerre was salisfactory in the extreme to all cen-
cerned, except the sufierers.  We were surprised #
fow evenings since to see, while it was yet day, u
number of Russiun sailors suddenly deboueh from tin:

ravine under the Malakofl, aml running up the lili,
endeavor 1o shelter themselves behind some rocks arnd
bushes en tirailleuwr. They evidently imagine from

their position they could turn the fank of the French
sap by the left, while they themselves remamed ua-
exposed. Our soldiers, however, crawling dows,
succeeded in getting within two hundred paces of
these sharpshooters, and turned the tables on themn
most compielely, as before the Russinas could cor-
rect their unfortunate error we shat down about ter
of them. Most probably they liad been sent out as
a punishment for some offence against military disci-
pline. . Many reforms have taken place in the inte-
rior economy of our routine since the change at onr
liead-quarters ; they give universal satisfaction. Our
new commander-in-chiel scems determined th view
all things for himsell, and will take nothing on hear-
say. He was nearly taken as a spy by some soldier

ignorant of kis rank not long since, as the latrer

could net understand what business an officer in a
sery shabby uniform, and without any attendants,
had in promenading through the most advanced and
exposed trenches, locking inte the magazines, taking
the directions of the mortar batteries, and making
himself iaster of the whole plan of our attack.

July 28.—8everal days have been named for the
commencement of the new bombardinent and attack.
Tt is not probable that the event will be post poned to
a much later Jate.  The number of casualties in the
trenches and new works is a subject of ‘serious’ con-
sideration, and though hardly so great as might be
,experted from.the relative position of the besiege:d
‘and besiegers, must act as a’strong incentive to the

commanders to perfect as speedilyas possible the
preparations for the renewed attack. Some of ‘the
new batteries of. our. allies, destined 10 act: against
the Rission mayine; are .hot .yet ‘finislied, and a
.change is also ‘being made in the- armament ‘of certain
poruons of our works, wlnch is not hkely to he coun




