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THROUGH T

ARA’S HALL.

The recent excavations carried ob

at Tara, fruitless though they were,
{for reasons which shall be touched
on later, have awakened popular in-
terest in the traditions which attach
that storied spot. Most of us
nave no further knowledge of what
M'ara was than can be gleaned from
Moore's exquisite lament over its de-
parted glories. For the benefit of the
yeaders of the “Visitor’® we have;
iried to gather into a connected
story the many references concerning
the ‘mavel’’ of Ireland, contained in
DPouglas Hyde's recently published
Hlistory of Irish Literature.

1t wus Cormac Mac Art, the most
striking figurc among the pagan kings
of Jreland, who built the palaces on
Ture Hill. ‘This hill was, till St
Ruadhun of Lothera solemnly cursed
it, the scene of the great Feis, or as-
sembly of the meu of all Ireland.
Fvery three Yearls during the reigns
of nne hundred and thirty-six pagan
and six Christian kings the chiefs,
princes uand bards of Erin met toge-
ther on this most august spot in the
whole land to promulgate luws uni-
versally binding upon the country, to
test, purge and sanction the annals
of the kingdom in the presence of all
men, so that nothing untrue  might
creep in, and finally to register the
sanie in the great national record,
styled in later davs the Saltair of
The Ieis bogan on the third
Samhain-—November day

to

Taira.
duy  beiore
—and ended on the third after it.
accommodale the dignitaries  who
came 1o the great assvinbly Cermae
Mae Art reared his mighty hatl, The
accounts we have of this huilding and -
of ail the other bujldings  al Tarn
were written nine hundred years ago
when the spot haid heen abandoned
forr centuries. The hadl
was used at a house of as-!
. bangqueting roowm and
The descriptions giv-
wthiorities

To

groat

jor

once for
setubly, a
~leeping plaee.
e of iU by the aneient
bave Leen verified in every particular
tw the ollicers of the Ordnance Hur-
\‘-v,\'. The tengih of Cormac’s  Hall
wis seven hundred and sixty feet and
its breadth was nearly ninety. There
was a double row cf benches on each
side Tunning the entire length of the
which wonld give four rows

interior,
of men. if we remember that the
cuests were all senfed on  the same

_<ide of the tables, and which, if we
allow three feet to each sitter, would
accommodatie just a thousand men,
in 1he middle of the hall, running
down all the way between the
henches, was o row of fires, and just
_above, vach fire o spit. on whicl |
joints of beel were roasted, wuas sus-:
pended from the roofl. The High l\um‘
sat at the southern emdd of the room. !
Tach of the assembled worthies was
attended by his own proper shield-
Along the side walls  there
in  which were

bearer.
was placed a beam
tixed nunierous hooks destined fo sup-
port the shiclds, so that at the ban-
quer ail the Jords and captains sato,

each heneath his own shicld.

The bangueting hall and  all the
other great huildings ol Tara was of
woml, Nor is the absence ol stone

Twilding in itself a proaf of low civil-
in a country like Tre-
timbwer,
cvery
toadoes al
the great part  of the
in ol northern
where  forests
to  the Danish inva- |
sicn nearly all Irish buildings
comstrieted of waod, ar al wouod and
ey comhined. or of clay and wnmor-
tared  stoues, and the  strongholds
were of wooden palisades planted up-
T'his is the rea-
prehis-
survived,
believing
hall,
really

ization, sinee,
tand, abounding
conld e made to answer

of faut

in wood
-
Pese, a8 in point
this 1laxy nver
United Hates and
countries, are nih-
erous. Down

were

on cluy earthworks.
son why ‘so few
toric Irish bLuildings have
Tt il s no for
that, in Cormae's banguel
rude palatial effeets were not
produced. It seems {o have been con-
struected of the timbers of lofty trees
planied side by side, probably carved
in fantastic designs on the owside,
while the inside walls were cavered
with a plaster spread over o net-
work of slender rods.  The plaster,
when even and dry, was  painted in
bright. colors, chiefly red, yellow and
blue. 'The roaf was formed of smooth
Joists and cross-beams, and was prob-
ably thatched with rods and rushes
mueh in the same manner as the
‘eoltages of the peasantry ‘are to-day.
The floors were of curth, Leaten aned
hirdened and then covered with o
cond of some kind of hard and shiny
moriar,

remains of

renson
HE

There were as mauny as
seven raths, or “‘forts,” avound the
royal hill of Tara, each containing

many houses. The. rath was in moest
tases protected by a wall of stakes
Planted around its summnit. The finest
house of all, painted in the gayesi
‘colors und’ planted in the sunniest
-8Pot, “wus 'reserved for ihe ladies. It
is mterestmg to nole that -the. ladies
Were never adnntted ‘to. the banquet
dialls. They 'had" & ‘réfectory rof their
‘own, m ‘\\?hith they were scpu.mte]y

.”

csaid ta have been composed by

there is
Moore's

served, so that, perhaps,
more fancy ilian truth in
lines ;

“Xo more to chiefs and ladies Lright
The harp of Tara swells.”

‘The last “Feis'' of Tara was lheld
in 534, according to the “"Four Muas-
ters.”” DBut why it was the last
they do not say. Tradition has it
that the quarrel between King Diar-
muid and St. Buadhan is responsible
for the cessation of the national as-
semblies. The Bishop and his clerics
cireled the hill oi Tara, ringing their

bells against it. Diarmuid returned
curse  for eurse, and  stood  his
ground, but under his successor,  as

the palace wus deserted
forever. The abolition of the Teis
was ¢ blow from which the wmon-
arcly of Ireland never recovered —a

is prcbabile,

blow which, by putting an end to
the periodical conventions of the
Irish ruce, weakened the prestige of

the IHigh King, increased the power
of the segregated
the clans from one another, and prev-

provincial chicfs,

ed a new source of faction and djs-
sension throughout the land.

One of the most beautiful  tradi-
Lions connected withh Tara  is  that

which deseribes St. Patrick preaching

in the palace on Faster Somday of
1233
and disconeerting the Masi
worshippers.  There
hymn seen
Catholic Magazine for

before the King wixd his  nobles
fire-
beautiful
in Bulfv's leish

1847,

o
is it
T
which is
the
Apostle when he was on his way ta
mreach at For
beish held

Tara. centaries

this hymn in the  Dighest

(steem belinving that all wWho rerjted |

it pionsly would he preserved

all dangers that wouald bhoth threaten |

Body and soul.
to a comparatively recent date verses

of this hymn were repeated by e

their  reerninr

it

jrart ol >
We fee]
irom a

people as a
nipht

stinsas

[ yers,
it
which s =0l 1o e
fully literal™
aur readers o
Ar Taral to-day, in this awful hour,

of

will be appreciated by

.
I call on the Holy Trinity!
Glory to Him who reigneth in power,
The God of the clements, Iatlher and
Son,
And Iaraclete  Spirit,
are the onv,
The ever-existing Divinity!

which Three

At Tarah to-day
May God Le my stan!
May the strength of God now
ine!
May the power of God preserve me!
May God the Almighty be near me!
May God the Almighty espy me!
My God the Admighty hear me!
May God give me elogquent speech !
May the arm of God protect me!
May the wisdom of God diveer et
May God give me power 1o teael ¢
and to preach!

nerve

e

Ih" .

from .

It appears that down |

e
translation, |

i
ricidly wonder-

Max the shield of God defend me!
May the host of God attend mw,
And ward e,
And guard e,
Agitinst the wiles of denons and deyv- |

|
|

ils, !
Against the temptalions af vices and |
evils,
Mgainst the had passions and wrath-
ol awill
OF the reckless mind and the wick-
ed heart,
Aeainst evers man who designs e
ill,
Whet ier leagued withh athers o
plotting apart!
Christ as o light,
THoamine and guide me!
Christ. as a shicld. o’ershadow :mfh
cOVvelt e,
Christ be under me! Christ e over
me!
Christ Le heside me
(. left-hand and right!
Chirist e Defore me, behiind me, about
mae!
thrist this day be within me and
without e! !
Christ, the towly antd meek,
Christ, the AH-Powerful, he
In the heart of each to  wWhom T
speak,
In the mouil of p;u'l_l who speaks
to me!
Tn all wha draw near me,
Or see me or hear me!

——Draovidence Visitor.

A TALE OF TUE
OLD DAYS IN IRELAND.

CONTINUED Fron D iegl S,

'y

“I seek your chief, replicd  the
travelfer, “and cn a peaceful crrand,
But thou needst not fling 1hy pike so
threateningly, Conall Cearna; I could
handle a pike well oncge.*’

“What! you krow me?”
sentinel, astonished.

cricdd the

“Yes, didst ever hear of Shaun nn
Pib, the Fighting DTiper of the
Glen?'’

“You Shaun na Pib? out upon
Lhee, man; Lhou hast a Saxon face
and tongue.’’ :

*“I'rue,”” sighed the old man ; “1I

have lived as servant for o kind lady.
Tor many a year, but my heart is
with thdé Gael yet. But I wish to see
the ‘chiefl; lca.d me to him.”

At the some- moment & step  was

‘heard -and Sir_Richard Laughlin, old-

er and more worn than we have seen
him, appeared.

“What would you with me?”’

The old man’s cnly reply was to
place in the Knight's hand, a letter,
fastened with a silken cord,

Hustily cailing for a toreh, he tore
the letler open, and by the flickering
light read the contents. He sighed
and scanned the face of the messen-
ger.

“I will come,”” he said,
will accompany we.””

¢ siddled his horse, arranged his
dress, and having seen the old man
mounted, they started for their de-
stination.

It was morning when they stopped
at the door of Sir Richard's former
home, and when they had dismount-
ed, the doot was opened imniedinte-
Iy, and the Knight cf Garrabuil trod
the ancient hall, uninolested amd un-
announced. A door steod open to his
right, and he stepped within.

lLady Scarle, the Jove of his youth,
stood Deside a table in the centre of
the room, expectantly. Njr Richard
Lowed.

“I have come,” I cried simply,

“and you

Shee appeared agitated, (lien burst
into tears.

My  husband,”  she  eriad, “has
been  dead some six months, and he
urged me eXpressiy o return thanks
1o vou for the magnaminity you dis-
plaved toward hinw when  in your

power.”’

“He should have thanbed vonl™
Preue, S Richard., And ol my
heart ds treoubled dadly aud nightly

on his shoulder; “for I will admit,
though I should not do it, that since
Sir Duncan’s death I have more thun
an admiration for you; you have my
heart, take my hand and with it the
lost land of your forefathers. I con-
jure rou, by the memory of that love
you bore me in your youth, to let me
make up for past offenses. Make us
beth happy.*

She Tooked uppealingly up to  him,
her eyes dim with tears.

Sadly he gazed upon her; but his
iron Will was not moved a jot. One
awfil spusm of heart pein  puassed
over his countenance, and he was
himsell again.

“Girl of my heart!"” he cried, and
the bitter anguish in his tones af-

frighted her. This night, this scene,
is the one hright spot in my blighted
career. Bt it cannot be. My lol is
cast. Never will 1 nake peace with
the Sassanachs. My life, my  love,’
my all, [ devoted to my country, and
it is pot mweet thnt 1 should  desert
her now. I will henee from this land
so full of bitter scenes, and under the
sunny uf France will await the
dawning of another day for Ireland.

shy

God Dless yon! and farewell, 1 love
yau as no oman ever loved; bhut oy
suffering. blevding country, T love

still more.
died for
I ofler up this sacritice of my
life's hopes.
never,

those noble souls who have
Trefand,
1 wo to see You  again,
never, never!”’

And the conpd of Lis horse's hools

as they struek the earth aloue
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ADVOCATE,
SAYVINGS BANK CHAMBERS,
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C.A.McDonnell

Accountant and Liqmidator,
180 St. James st., Montreal,

Fifteen yoars experience in connection with the
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Auditing Books and preparing Annual Report:
for private firms and public corporatione a
specialty.
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tendenco of HReal Estate, such a8 Renting

Tu the essed wemory of |

okt !

Collection of Rents, and Repsirs. Fire and Lifs
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Church Pews and SchoolDesky
a Speeinlly,

Also Store and Office Fittings, Counters, Shely-
ing. Partitions, Tables, Desks, Gflico Stools and
Used Luunters. Partitions, Tubles, Deeke, oto.
Bought, Sold and Exchanged. New and Second |
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Establishiedd 1852,

Manutacturing Furriers,
21, ST. LAWRENCE Street.

SPECIAL SALE OF

FURS,

COMPRISING EXCLUSIVE NOVELTIES IN

_ .o SEAL-SKIN COATS .
Persian and Baby Lamb Jackets,

Neck Pieces, Sct
A

rfs, Collaretes
nd Mujffs in all Furs.

AT PRICES FULLY 25 Per Cent LOWER THAN ANY OTHER HOUSE

: REMEMBER THE A.DDEESS

No 21 "St. Lawrence Street

TEL. MAIN 8090,

T. F. TRIHEY,

REAL ESTATE.

Money to Lend on City Property and Lmproved

Farma,
INsvRANCE. ViLoartona.

| Room 33, Imperial Building,

107 ST. JAMES STREET.

Oftice, 143 St. Jnmen, Tel. Maln 644,
‘ Residences Telephione East £43.

“ JOHN P, O’LEARY,

[Lute Building Inspector C.P.Ry |
Contractor and Builder,!
RESIDENCE: 3 Prince Arthur St.,

MONTREAL.
Estimntes given and valuations Made

LAWRENCE RILEY,
PLASTERER.

Successprio Jobn Riley.  Estahlichod 1360,

* Pluinand Orpuawmental I'lustering.
_all kinds jroing stly attended to. Eaticates fur:
. nished. Postal orders attended to.

Sicecel, Point St. Charles.

J.P. CONROY

{ Luterrith Paddon & Nicholson
228 Centre Street,
: Practical Plumber, Gas and Steam Flfter,

' BLEOTRIO and MEOHANIOAL BELLS 1is.
s Telenhone, S562,.....

EsTanLIisukp 1864,

C. O°BRIEIN

House, Sign and Decorative Painter.
PLAINAND DECURATIVE PAPER HANEGE R

Whitewashing and Tinting.
attended to. Terms moderate,

Residence G5, Office 847, Dorchester street,
onst of Bleurystreet. Monireal.

Ordera prowmptly

CARROCLL BROS.
Registered Practical Sanitarians,
PLUMBERS, STEAM FITTERS, METAL
AND SLATE ROOFERS.
795 CRAIG STRELEYT. ; naar $1. Antoim

Drainageand Ventilation a specialty
Chargesmoderate Telephone 1884

TELEPHONE, 8388,

THOMAS 0’GONKELL

Dealor in General {lousehald 1lardwore, Paints
und Oila.

187 McCORD STREET, Cor. Otiawa

PRACTIOAL PLUMBER,

GAS, STEAM and HOT WATER FITTER
RUTCAND LINING, EITS ANY STOVE,

ot
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Ordors promptly nttnnrled to. Moderate

charges. A trial solicited.

DANIEL FURLONG,
Wholesaleand Retail Dealerin’
CIXOICE B!:E!'.VEAL, MUTTON, Pork
o4 Prlnoe Artlmr Sireet,

Speelal Rates (-
Oharlmble !nnttﬂlons.

‘Tolephone,Enst474. -G 98 .
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LADIES'" AUXILIARY to

the An-
cient Order of Hibernians, Division
No. 1.— Meets in St. Tatriek's
Hall, 92 Et. Alexander Street, on
the first Sunday, at 4 p.m., und
third Thursday, at 8 p.m., of cach
month, President Sarah Allen: Vice-
President, Statia Mack; Financial
Secretary, Mary MchMahan; treasur-
er, Mary O'Drien; Recording Secre-
tary, Lizzie HHowlatt, 383 Welling-
ton strect.—Application forms can
bo had from members, or at the
hall before meetings.

A OIL—DIVISION NO, 2.—Meets

in lower vestry of St. Gabricl New
Church corner Centre and Laprairie
strecety, on the 2nd and 4th Friday
of each month, at 8 p.n. President,

Michael Lynch: Recording Secre-
Secretary., Thomns Donohue, 312
Hiberniun strect.—to whom all

commuenicitions should be pddress-
cd; Peter Doyle, Financial Secre-
tary; 15, J. Colfer, Treasurer. Dele-
gates to St. Patrick’s l.eague :-—
J. I, Cavanagh, D. S, McCarthy and
J. Cavanagh.

—— ——

A0 ML —DIVISION NO, 3.— DMeels
on the first and third Wednesday of
cach  momnth, at No. 1863 Notre
Tame street, near MeGill. Officers:
N, Gallery, President; 1'. T. Mciiol-
drick, Vice-Iresident; Wm. Rawley,
Rec.-Secretary, 78 Muansficld street:
Johin Ilughes, Itin.-Secretary ;. I..
Brophy, Treasurer; B,  Fennel,
Chairman of Standing  Conmmittee.
Marshal, Mr., John Kennedy.

AOIL—=DIVISION NO. 9, —~ U'resi-

dent, 1. .. Thwuanmel, 28 Visitation
street; Hee-Sceretary, W, J, Clarke,

20 Lymburner ave., St. Cunegonde,
{te whom  all communications
shonuld  be addressed) ;5 Fin.-Seeree
tary, M. JFo Dovle, 190 Balmoral
sireet; Treasurer, A J. Hanley, 794
Palace street: Chairmran of  Stand-
ing Committer, W, Dimnond ; Mar-
shal, J. 3. Tivnan. Division meets
on the secomd and fourth ridays
of every menth, in the York Cham-
bers, 204 L S Catherine street, at
o,

COMLBALD OF CANADA,
——{Orpunized, 1:3th
ISR —=Branch 26
Patrick's THall, 92 Nt Alexander
Street, on every Monday  of  ceach
month, "The regular  meetings  for
the tfransaction of husinesg are held
on the 2ml and dth dlondays  of
vach month, at 8 pa. Applicants
Tor membership or any one desirous
of information regarding the Branel:
may conununicate with the follow-
ing  oflicers -—Jus.  J,  Costigan,
President; 1°. J. McDonagh, Record-
ing Seerctarvy: Robt. Warren, Min-
ancinl Secretary; Jus. [ Mnaiden,
Treasurer.

DBRANCH 26,
November,
meets ot St

YOUNG TRISIIMEN'S 1. & B. AS-
SOTIATION, organized, April 1874,
Incorporated, Twee, 1875.—Regulnr
monthly mecling held in ite hall,
19 Dupre street, first Wednesdny ol
overy month, at 8 o’clock, p. m.
Comumittee of Muanugement meets
every seeond and fourth Wednesday,
of each month. Dresident Ceo. A:

Grace; Secretary, M. 1. Power; all

comiummicalions to be addressed to

the TTall. Delegates to St Dutrick's

League, W, J. Hinphy, D. CGallery,
Jas. McMahon.
STUOANNS YOUNG MIIN'S SOCIETY

nrp;unm-d I885.—Meets in its hall,

157 Ottawae streel, on  the [lirst
Sunday of enchh month, at 2,30 p.
m.Spiritual Adviser,Rev. I Struhbe
CRS R President, Ty, T, O'Neill:
‘N\uul.n\. J.oo Muarray . Delegates
Lo St Patrick’s Leagne: J. Whitty,
DL O Neill and M. Casey,

SO PATRICK'S . COUHT
.0 I —Alcets in St. Ann's
157 Ottawa street, every
third Mouday, at 8 po.

NO. 95
Hall.
first and

Chief Tun-

ger, lames B Foshre, Recording-
Seeritary, alex. Patterzon, 197 Ot-
fawa street,

RV PATRICIOS 1. AL & I SOUIETY
Meets on the seeond  Sunday of
cvery manth in S0 Patreiek's [Tall,
S92 800 Alexander steeet, immediate-
Iv after Vespers, Conmnitiee of Man-

soement anerts in sinne hall the first

Tuesday of every month, at 8 noo.
Revo S0 Hallissev, Hev, Prosi-
dent: James o Costiean, 1st Viee-
'resident: W, P Doxle,  Scerctary,
208 S Martin street.
FSTOANN'ST. AL & B SOCIETY, os-
tablished 1863, — Rev., Director,
Rev. Ifather Tynn, President, John
Killfeatier:  Secretary, James Broa-
dyv, No. 97 Hasel Streef. Meouls on

the second Sunday of every monih,
in 8. Ann's  Tall, corner Youn
sl Otawa, streets, at 3.30 pa.
Delegates 1o St Talrick's T.eague:
Messrs.  J. Nilifeather, ', Rogers
and Andresw Cullen.

BRANDRUNI

IMPROYED TRAIN SERVICE

MONTREAL and OTTAWA.

L.v Montreal {730am ArOttawn 11120am
v o S.0am * ' 1210 p m
“ v HMo3pm " 633 pm
o ooe330pm M “‘S15pm
“ QOttawa  t6I0am ** Montreal 950am
‘ N *S45am " ' *‘Nliam
e v M2ﬂnm oo 650 puwm
v 5pm 243 pm
* Daily. 1'D.uty excopt Sunday,

FAST EXPRESS TRAINS,

TORONTO AND \WEST.

Daily. Daily, Ex. Sun.
Ly Montreal _ 80am 80 pm gl025pm
ArToronto G20p m S am 716 am
Ar Hamilton 635 pm 815am 530 am
Ar Nirg. F'lss4opm 1010 am 1108 m
Ar Buffalo 1000 pm 1200 noon 1210 ncon
ArTonden 950pm 1M am 11008 m
Ar Detroit G45am 110 pm 112 pm
ArChicago 230 pm S45pm_ S45pm

g On Suadays lenves Montreal 8 pm,

City Tlcket Officen, 137 St.James Sitreat
and Sonaventure Station.

;. Our next issue will contain
special reports of St. Patrick’s Day
celebration in Montreal and other,
leading eentres in Canada, as well-
as of the demonstrations in .other”.
parts of the world. T
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