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THE VALUE OF THE PAESS,

A POWER FOR COOD OR FOR EVIL.

A Protestant Journalist’s V'lews on the
Catholic Press—Bluster and Brag ot
the Methodist Press — Interesting
Statistics About Journallsin.

[WRITTEN FOR THE TRUE WITNESS. |

A few years ago, there appeared, from
the London Cathalic Press, a little pam-
phlet dealing with Cathoelic interests in
England. It was readuble, and had a
wide circulation. Its suthor, in the first
page, informs us that Catholicsare, asa
set, too depreciatory of themselves :—
that they occupy a better position than
they are willing to acknowledge. This
may be trne of England.  One would not
like to hnzard a similar opinion of the
States. Our critics are never weary of
telling us how prone we are to exaggerate,
how rash in our estimate. They langh at
the adjective conservative when 1L quali-
fies the town estimate. Statislicans toss
their head when we number ourstrength,
and find it exceeds their sleight-of-hand
eomputation by a good round miilion.
We may confess that we are different
from our FEoglish-brothers, without
meriting all the censures cf our critics.
Criticism nsed to be an earnest desire to
find the best; now it may be delinedan
earnest desire to find the womt.  When
it touches the Papacy, it is neither_ illu-
minative nor cosnteuctive. Criticism
and higotry are not neighbourly. Ctitic-
ism, I mean true criticism, lives in the
arclic regions, where the intellect holds
court ; higotry inthe torrid-zone, where
passion is king.  Moss of our teachers
acknowledge his sway, and it takes a
littie laudation on our part, to keep onr
heads above the torrents of ther dis-
praise. It will bardly be questioned, by
those who weigh our times, im a just
bulunce, that, fur weal or woe, the Press
is the greatest instrument.  The age has
been scientific ; it has discovered much
and speculated more.  [ts discoveries
have been pressed into the serviceof the
Press. The newspaper of to-day 13 the
trnereprerentative of the age. 1ts pages
mirror our enrrent life, good, and bad, so
strangely mixed. To ignore 1t were
madnes8 ; not to use it were treachery
to our cause. Fussils may-pride them
gelves on holding aloof from itsinfinence.
They might as well pride themselves on

LIVING WITHOUT AIR.

The superstructure of this pride would
be fiction; the base, ignorance. Live
men—and they are the only kind that
snrvive in a world like ours—know the
value of the Press, and use it. I[ it has
been made & puwer in the devil’s eamp,
it can surely be made a power in the
bringing men nearer to God. Brought
under the sweet influence of Religion,
what a power for good ! The voice of the
most powerful champion in God’s war-
fare against sin can reach but a limited
few. Let it be borne on the wings of the
Press, and the millions are thnlled. The
germon of a Monsabre, or Agostino might
die amid cathedral aisles; fostered by
the Press, they live for the delight ol
ages yet to come. Men like Bishop
Spaunlding—leaders, not in the stormy
and treacherous arena of politics, but in
a greater one, the Culi-eum of culture,—
have long tavght the power of the Press,
and made noble use of it in the fight
against the trapsient mud-gods of the
age.
ng, then, we Catholics have learned
the power of this great mmstrument, or
are learning it, it may be taken ag the
teat of our worth as a growing and pro-
gressive factor of the forces for gond.
* Our laudation will pass and the depreciu-
tion of our enemies will prove but a
stimulus, what the spur is to a spirited
horse, Let us see: The other nighta
well-known journalist, driven by the
mountain winds to take refuge in my
cottage, after a hot supper and # havana,
unbosomed himself in this wike: I
have been now and then writing articlus
againgt your church for =& period of
thirty years, The articles were not seri-
ous. Just smart shsfts tabooing your
statistics and baptering your pretended
progress. It was the line of my paper,—
& business matter, & bread-and-butter
seheme. My arrows were too slight to
pierce the pachydermatous skin of your
religion. After so many centuries it.is

retty wellesgeasoned against abuse.
%Vhile 1 was grinding out this harmless
fiotion in regard to

THE MOTHER CHURCH,

I learned the fact that your particular
church was abont the only church that’

was making progress. The other
churches were engazed in that fasci-
nating game of running things to smash.,
Where did I get that idea? From your
Press. I}t was mydnty to call from it
whal my sieter was plessed to lterm ' ab-
surdities.’ That isa big word. 1t may
mean, At least the exiracts, that were
covered bv the word * points of wisdom to
Cardinal Gibbons.” Iam notsoabsunl ss
to call that cultivated man ahsuni; bur
then it all depends on your point of
view. Your Press is really wonderful.
A few years ago it was withrut head or
tail, not worth the time spent on its
perusal. To-day it i8 not to be ig nored ;
it counts, it is a power. The Press of the
sects that used to make merry over your
few balf-inked shects stand in arms,
combat a consolidated Press that is far
superior 1o their own. With the. excep-
tion of the Independant, edited ably by
Ward, and the Christian Union, by Mabie,
our Protestant Journalsare & farce. They
are filled with bluater and brayr, weak
swords to conquer with. Take that reli-
glous monopoty, the Methodist Advo-
cates, they are all written for the ill-
educated that peruse them. Despite the
annual conference booming by the eapu-
talists that are interested, I can assure
you the Methodist Press exerts little
influence. It is ditferent with Catholic
papers, they have a growing influence; &
growing power. You are just learning
how to use the Press, that once thorough-
ly learned, therein shall rest your streng-
th.” [ wasa little interested, and set
about to see, if there was any foundation
in fact, for optimistic views of this well-
trianed journnlist. A few years ago, I
had noted, that the German Catholics as
au test of their strength and imporiance,
and thatin & crucialtime, had adduced
their Press as the most pointed point
they conld make. It was accepted by
their enemies as & fair eriterion of their
standing ; with this criterion in view let
us glance at
THE AMERICAN CATHOLIC PRESS.

To every impartial mind 1 am convin-
ced that it will be a revelation. In order
to see fully the developement of this
Press, let us have a starting point.  “A
fist of Catholic Periobicils published in
the United States for the year 1839 lies
ou my desk, The list Tuns :—

The New York Freeman Journal pub-
lished every Saturday inthe city of N.
Y., J. A. MaMaster editor.

N. Y. Tablet published every Saturday,
D. and J. Nadlier, publishers,

The United States Catholic Miscellany
publisned eve-ry Saturday in Cincinnati ;
edited by V. Rev. Edward Purcell, Rev.
3. Rusecrang, D.D.

Catholic  Herald Visitor published
every Thursday in Philadelphia ; edited
by Juseph R. Chandler.

Le Propagateur Catholigue (French
paper) published every Saturday in New
Orleans, La., by H. Meridier.

The Pittsburgh Cutholic published
averv Saturday by Jacub Porter, Pitts-
burgh, Pa.

The Catholic Mirror published every
Saturday by P. J. Hedian, Baltimore.

The Pilot pnblished every Saturday at
Boston and New York. Pat. Donaboe
publisher and proprietor. Der Herald
des Glanbers, published every Saturday
at St. Louis Mo.

Weekly.

Der Warheit’s Freund, Cincinnati,

Ohio. )
Der Religion Freund, weekly Balti-
more, Ma. .
Katholische Kirchen Zeitung, weekly,
N.Y

Buffalo Sentinel weekly, Buffulo, N.Y;
edited by Michuel Hagan.
Catholic Standard, Weekly, New
Orleans, La. ; edited by Jas. A. Kennedy.
Western Star, Weekly,Dubuque, [owa.
The Guardian, Louisville, Ky. ; pub.
by Webb. )
The Monitor, Weekly, San Francisco,

Cal.
Monthly.

The Metropolitan, Baltimore ; edited
by M. Kenarney. .

The Catholic Youths Magazine, Balti-
more. .

The Catholic Institute Magazine, New-
burgh, N. Y. Y

Theodora, German, Springfield, Illinois.

' Quarterly.

Brownson's, devoted to religion, philo-
phy and general literature, published in
N.Y.; edited by Orestes Brownson.

In 1859 the total of our publications

| amounted to 24, in 1893 it amounted to
1200, and that exclusive of College

Journals, many of them batter
worth reading.- tham the weeklies

of '680. In that year there were
publizhed 17 in English, six in German,
one in French. To«dny there are 136
English, 37 German, 14 French, 5 Polish,
2 Italian, 2 English and German, 1 Hal-
landish, 1 Spanish, 1 Bohemian, 1 Sla-
vonian. In '59 there were 13 English
weeklies pnblished ; in 93 the number
had increased to 84. In New York city
last year were publishel more papers
than the whole conntry published in
1830, This may be seen from the actual
tigures, 1538, total Catholic  papers
published in the United States, 24 1393,
Cathalic prpers published in N. Y. eity,
30. In 1859 there were 3 monthlies; to

day the number has donbled. Brown-
son’s Quarterly, it is true, was a great
power 1u the days of '59. FEvery page
bore the impress of that great man and
profound thinker. While we miss
Brownson, it is but¢ tmth to state that
the Catholic Quarterly of Philudelphin
has ably mann-d the breach made by
his dratk. The articles in that periodi-
cal, in point of scholarship and eradition,
mey well claim eomparison with the
heavy artillery of Enghind, as the XNine-
teenth Century, Fortnightly ete. Incom-
paring the preas of '59 with that of 03, its
increase and its wider circulation, is not,
what astonishes most, It is the super-
iority of the journal of to day compared
with that of thirty years ago. With the
single exception of MacMaster, an able
journalist after a fashion, well fitted for
those stirring times to plead the cause
of a hopeless minority, the Catholic
Press did not bave a journslist of any
prominence. It was not to be wondered
at, a8 journals in those days led the
same precarious existence as the boiler-
plate sheets of our time. 1t is Ffuir-
ly a question whether in the true
sense ol the word, these journals might
be culled Catholic or not. Their columns
contained hittle of the practi-e or doc-
trine of their Church. More than three-
fourths of their pages were occupied, in
discussing lunary schemes to free green
Erin from the Sagsenach, The editorials
were rant, prancing in the same direc-
ton. The influence, if any, was limited
to the particular faction of the schemers,
whose scheme the editor supported, The
diff.rence may best be seen by compar-
ing the Pilot or Tablet of the sixties, with
that of to dny. The renders of those
papers, to-dny, will demand news up to
date, not only in things Catholic, but an
intelligent calling of the world’s news.
They willi demand editorialsthat will put
before them 10 an able and comprehen-
s1ve form, the live igsues of their time. If
they dubble in Irish matters, il willbe to
reproduce the cream of Irish-thought,
not the bitter wurd-madness of proles-
sional agitutors.

Let it be borne in mind, and that des-
pite the recent magazine clap-trap ta
the conteary, thatto produce a live paper
you must have g live editur. To para-
phrase the poet.

The editor makes the paper
The want of him the sbeel.

In the sixties with the single excep-
tion of MacM ster, there were no editors,
I1 isdifferent now-a-days. The Catholic
Press numbers among her editors the
best minds of her communion; no wond-
er then her best thought. Among the
clergy, & new force, and, if judged by
ability, the strongest, one must begin
with Lambert, whose irresistible logic,
couched in trenchant style, makes wroth
to silence the agnostic fry ; Cronin whose
styleis nimble and effective : Whelan,
pricker of shamy; Conway ; Malone, full
of the eagerness of the West. Among
the laity what a_brilliant list.—Roche,
Pallen, Tello, Wolff, Vaulette, Flanagan,
Hyde; Editor of Facts; Connecticut
Catholic, etc. One might fill a page
with names, whose work s the good seed,
weekly nourishing the thousand Catholic
homes.

The monthlies of those days were of
the most slender build. One must pity
our fathers, whose literary pabulum,
wag supplied by the monthlies. They
were not hard to please. The bill of
fare consisted of goody, goody stories,
where villains painted pie-bald wisdom
and died dramatically penitent, sacchar-
ine dishes from the French, and poems
fresh from the tortured brain of rural
bards. The editing was slip-shod and
the pace, one that chil's. Compare them
with the new competitor for fame.
Donshoe’, that gemuine triumph, and

. SATISFACTION Is guaranteed
to every consumer of HOOD’S
Sarsaparilla. One hundred doses in

every bottle. No other does this.

bonor to us Catholics and, but we will
not be harrh. There is no comparison
possible. In conclusion I believe I have
but established the truth of the journal-
ist’s asgertion, and by the way, that we
ean afford to be landatory at the risk of
olfending the so-called critics and atatis-
ticians.

At the same time let ua hold hefore us
a high ideal of jonrnalism and aim to do
better and better. ‘The nearer we ap-
nroach tha ideal, the better the real
jourmal, The writer is not blind to the
many defects of the Cathohe Presy, de-
feets that will be overcome ; chief among
them is the reckless use that some jour-
nus mnke of stereotype matter. A
Catholic editor showed the writer,
scrap-book, malde up of extracts taken,
from Catholic Weeklies,  These extracta
if publizhed in book-form would find »
place on the Lnlex. The writer read a
vile attuck on Janwens the Catholie his-
tovian in the padided pages of 1 Ca holie
Weekly. Such poers are dangerons, it
is surely the wolt 10 ~heep’s-clothing A
Catholic editor mnst be vigilant.  Even
if his paper is poor he must aim high,
never distrust, s, must be a great heart,
and ag Spanlding bas it. ** Distrust is
the last wisdem a great heart learne,”
Wartenr LEcKY.

TIPPERARY.

THE COUNT

“Gallant Tipperary” does not hold its
own agmiast the forees working for the
popopulation of Ireland. No country
has suffered more than the upremier
countiry, The population of 435,553 which
it hnd in 1641 was rednced before 1881 to
100,612 ; the 66.381 homes which nestled
in Tipperary in the fuollowing year to
35,302, Wow a further reduction has to
be recorded. The country lost by emi-
gration, enring the past decade, 32762,
or over 6,300 more than in the previ s
decade, and the rednetion in the popula-
tion is 26,424, or 13.2 per cent. ‘1hin is
one of the highest rates for freland, One
portion of the countrv—that of part of
Callan Union which falls within it lost
nearly onefifth of its inhabitant:—196
per cent. The heaviest decrease in the
baronies was in the Baronies of Sile-
vardugh and Middlethird, the lowest in
Upper Ormond and Tkerrin,

One of the most remarkable features
of the decline is that the towns have
suffered nearly as much an the ruru!
districts, The pereentage of decrense in
the furmer wag 122, and in the Ilatter
13.5. Cuaeshel and Carrick-on-Suir show
the grealest falling away. The Cathohe
population shows, on the whole, a geeater
decrease than the Protestant.  The pro-
portion of Citholics bas slightly fallen
from 94.2 to 4.0 per cent. The war a-
gainst illiterncy goes steadily and sne-
cessfully on. The percentage of ilite-
rates in the population over 3 years of
age has decreased from 217 o 151,
while the percentage of persons between
the ages of 5 and 20 who were at schoot
on censng deys increasing {from 416.9 to
48.1. The schaoalgoers, who were only
872 per cent of the population in 1871,
16 29; the Catholics percentage for the
two years were 8.54 and 16.51.

The Irish languageis dying there. The
decrease in bilingual Tippeary wus nearly
50 per cent. for the decrade, In 18581
there were in Tippeary 248 persons who
could speak Irish only, and 23658 who
speak Irish and English. The numbers
fell to 68 and 12,244 for 1891. Even these
figures do rot represent the decay. “The
child is father of thz mar;” and while of
the parents of the Tippeary of the
future 1,488 kne¢w Irish in 1881 only 517
knew the language in 1891, Iffu and Offa,
Clanwiiliam and Middlethird, are the
homes of the Irish-speakers, Only in Iffu
and Ofa West are children tanght to
speak it. Aselsewhere, s in Tipperary-
pauperism does not decrease with the
exporl of the country’s slrength.
The pouper rate has receded only from 1
to 26 to in Y5 of the population; while
the marriage rate waus lw, even for
[reland— 37 per 1,006. Moreover, the
deathrate was nearly up to the average,
although over 77 per cent. of the popu-
lation 1s rural. The Sangrado policy i
not a prospering one.—Irish American.
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Hagyard’s Pectoral BalsrRm cures coughs,
colds, ashma, hoarseness, bronchltls, tightpess
of the chest, and all diseases of the throat and
langs. Price 25¢. ..
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Be very sure of this, that no human

creature will be found saying, “Our
brothers on earth,” unless they have

said previously, *“ Our Father Who art in
heaven.” :



