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THE TRUE WITNESS AND OATHOLIC OHRONIOLE,

I.OVE CAME TO ME,

- Love came to me oné mornlnf ETRY,
And begged that I would let him 8lay
And warm his little bands and feet
Beside my fire. He smiled s0 aweet,
How could I tell the baby * nay ?"

How conld I send the child away
Forth through the wintry wind to stray
When from the cold and chearless street
Love came to me ?

Ah, No! I warmed the frosty fay,

Buti while against my breast he Iay,
With twinkling eyes, tho little cheat
Sent through my heart an arrow fleet.

And yet,~think you I rue the day

Loveeame to me ¢

—QGertrude Marton, in December Lippincott's.

THE CONFESSIONAL.

A Timely Tract Published by the Catho-
lic Truth Soclety, London Eng.

How does Confeasion affect the moral
of those who practise it ?

It is generally admitted that the vir-
tue which most cleatly marks themoral
condition of a nations the virtue which
shows most distinctly the restraint of
moral and religious principles upon the
home lile of & nation, is female chastity.
Where this iz held in honour, the pas-
gions and impulses of both sexes are
held in check ; where it is not held ip
honour, the result becomes apparent in
the large proporation which illegitimate
births benr to those which are legitimate.

Let us apply the test of the moral
coundition of a people to Cathoiic and
Pratestant nations.

Roughly spenking, we may call Teu-
tonic nations Protestant, and Litin na-
tions Catholic ; and in = study on the
moral condition of Europe, Dr. Funsa-
grives of Muntpellier suys :

“Ytis proved that there is in Furope
an average illegitimacy of fifteen to
every hundred births. I'thought it would
be an interesting study to compare the
extent of legitimacy amongst the Eu-
ropean nations of Teutonic and Latin
origin, and [ found it 15 per cent. with
the former, and only G per cent. with
the Iatter.”

In other words, the porportion of ille-
gitimacy is nearly three times grenter
among Protestant than it is among
Catholic nations. But we can get more
definite atatistics than these. Though
perhaps nocountry can be quite strictly
designated as purely Catholic, we
are sufficiently accurate if we say, for
instance, that Sweden and TIrussian are
Protestant, and Spain and Italy Catholic.

In Spain and Italy then, the great
mejority of women practise Confession,
and are influenced by it, whereas in
Swedon and Prussia it i practically un
known, Applying our test, we find the
averages thus given by Mulhall :

Sweden 110 illegitimate per 1,000 births.
Prussin 80 s “
Italy 66 : “ “
Spain 55 H “ .

Moreover, in one and the same country,
where there are Catholic and Protestant
districts, the excessive r«lio is always in
the Protestant districts. TFor example,
in Germany, the Rhine Provinces are
mainly Catholic, whereas Prussian Pom-
erania is Protestant : the porportions in
these two districts are :

Pomerania 9-95 illegitimate per 1,000,
Rhine Prov. 279 K i

Coming nearer home, we find the same
results in the United Kingdom, classify-
ing England and Scotland as Protestant
and Ircland as Catholic. The same auth-
ority gives these figures :

Sootland 90 illegitimate per 1,000 births,
England 45 « “
Ireland 23 « “

In Wigtownshire, in Scotland, the por-
portiou rises to 180 per 1,000, and in
Norfolk to 85, whereas in Ireland, we
find the same phenomenon as in the
Catholic and Protestant districts of Ger-
many. Dr. Forbes, a Protestant,says :

“ Tt is curious to remark how striking-
1y the xesnltahere conveyed correspond
with the Confessional theory : the por-
portion of iljegitimate children coincid-
Ing almost exactly with the relative pro-
portions of the two religions (3, e., Catho-

ic and Protestant ) in each pro-
vince, being large where the Pro-
.testant element is large, and small
where it is small. In Cornaught, where
the proportion of Protestant to Catholic
" is only as 1 to 6.45, the ‘proportion of ille-
gitimate children to legitimate is only 1
~-in 28, but in Ulster, where -the propos-
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tion of Protestants o Catholics is as 1.42
to 1 (nearly equal) the proportion of il
E_eﬁit._imatc to legitmate childrenis 1 in
7.

Thus coming to details, we find Dr.
Fonsagrives’ proportion of 3 illegitimate
Protestant births to 1 Catholic verified
with singular persistence. Now what is
the explanation of this uniform result ?
Let us quote another passage from Dr.
Forbes,

* Tne result of all my enquiries is that
wenthis instrament of confession is,
among the Irish of the humbler classes,
a direct preservative agrinst certain
forms of immerality......So far from cor-
ruption resulting from the Confessional,
it 13 the general belief in Jreland—a be-
lief expressed to me by many trustwor-
thy men in all parts of the country, and
by Protestants as well as Catholics—that
the singular purity of female life among
the lower classes there is, in a consider-
able degree, dependent on this very cir-
cumstance,” viz., that they practise Con-
fession.

A lhike result poiuts to & similar cause,
In countries where Confession is practis-
ed, statistics show that there is greater
purity of life, and there is also a marked
absence of that crime so common in
Eagland and Scotland, namely, infanti
cide. Mr. James Anthony Froude,in a
lecture delivered in New York in 1872
(see Times, Nov. 16, 1872), says : “In the
lnst hundred years at least, impurity has
been almost unknown in Ireland, This
absence of vulger crime, and this excep-
tional delieacy and modesty of charncter
in due, Lo their everlasting honour, to the
influence of the Catholic clergy.” An in-
fluence, we must add. exercized through
the much abused Confessional.

Iu the plan of Divine Providence, Con-
fession was intended as & preventive ol
sin.  Confession of sizn s not a new idea.
In Numbhers v. 6, we read: “When «
man or woman shall commit any sin
that men commniit......then shall they
confess their sin which they have done,”
and when St John the Baptist was
preaching in the desert, the Jews came
sut to be baptized by him “ eonfessing
their gins * [St. Matt, iii. 6). Just as our
Lord took the ancient ceremony of ponr-
ing waler in the sign of spiritunl cleans.
ing, and endowed the ceremony with
grace-giving power in Hi: new Sncra-
ment of Baptism, so he took the ancient
practice of confession of siu, and] raised
the informal practice into the grace-giv-
ing Sacrament of Penance. When did
He dothis? When He breathed on His
Apostles, and said to them: “ As my
Fatner has sent Me, even so send I you
...... Receive ye the Holy Ghust ; whose-
soever sins vc¢ remit, they are rewmitted
unto them, and ®hosesever sins ye re-
tain, they are retained ” (St. John xx.
29, 23),

‘Here a twofold power is given, the
power to remit, and the power to retain.
Ihese powers are not to be exercised
anyhow, but with judgment andgdiscre-
tion. Therefore, judgment is to be exer-
cised upon sin. But thefmajority of sins
are known only to the person who com-
mita them, and how can these be known,
so that judgment may be passed on
them, in order to their remission—
* whose sins ye remit "—unless they are
made known hy Confession ¥ The Apos-
tlea, the Bishops and priests of the
Church, 28 ministers of Christ, can only
excrcise n ministerial power ; they can-
not forgive or retain sin according to
their own pleasurc, but must use their
judgment. Hence the minister of Christ
must know the sing of the person seek-
ing forgivencss, and this knowledge can
be obtained only by Confession.

Popel.co Approves the Plan,

Misa Eliza Allan Starr, of the Queen
Isabella Society hasreceived from Curdi-
nal Rampolla o letter acknowledging the
receipt by Pope Leo XIIL of a commu-
nication informing him of.the society’s
plans ‘for the erection of a statne of
Queen Isabelln. Cardinal Rampolla
5ays :—

It gratifies me to announce to you that
the Sovereign Pontiff, Leo XIII., has re-
ceived with great satisfadtion the in-
formation conveyed to him through your
ladyship’s missive that & numerons as-
soclation of ledies has been formed which
has taken the name of “ The Queen Is-
abella Association,” and that it has in
view to hondr that illustrious patron of
Columbus, by erecting astatue of bronze

in Chicago near the place of the Exposi-

tion, The Holy Father, justly appre-
ciating the noble mind and the piety of
that exalted woman and the merits she

acquired toward religion and the-entire |

human race by scconding the great dis-
coverer in his designs, cannot but ap-
prove the purpose of the nssociation
over which you preside, and it is there-
fore in rendering to you {whom he pater-
nally blesses) and to all the associntes
the merited praise he wishes with all his
great heart that their enterprise may
have a splendid and happy success,

In conveyed to your ladyship the
above sentiments of the Holy Father,
[ rejoice ta express thesentimeats of my
own esteem, with which I am your lady-
ship’s most devoted,

M. CArD. Rayrorn.

MAGAZINE NOTICES.

Doxator’s MagaziNe for December
containg Mr, Gladstone’s paper on Home
Rule from the North American Review :
and an interesting ou the * Hon. Edward
Blake in Boston,” with a portrait. The
opening article, “ The opening of the
Columbian Celebration,” by the Rev.
Joseph V.0Q'Conor, is hoth timely and in-
Leresting and should be read attentively.
A Christmas story for the elder readers,
a very jolly little Christras romauee for
the youngsters, and other matter appro-
priate to the seasou, make this an ex-
¢ellunt holiday number,  (Boston : Pa-
wrick Donahoe.

Tur ItnustRATEL UsTHOLC FaMiny
AXNUAL for 1893 is now ready to assuniwe
its place on the tibles and desks of Ca-
vholies ready fur consultetion and for
reading. [t contains a biography of Casr-
dinal Maaning. by the Rev. John Talbnt
sSmith, and of Daniel Dougherty, by Mr.
Charles A. Gillespie, with nmemoires of
tbe other distinguished dead of the year.
Brother Azarins contributes & paper on
Bleased John DBaptist de ln Sulle, and
Dr. Maurice . Egan a poen in memory
of tha late John Gilmary Shea, but those
are only the begiming of the book. The
“ Aunual " shows a very pleasing super-
iority to the “yearbooks " jsgned by the
varions Protestant denonlinations, (New
York : Catholic Publication Sueiely.)

CURRENT LITERATURE mukes up a very
admirable Christmas aumber with apage
from this holiday buok, and & bright pas-
sage from thai and pictures from all,
and adds to these o great quantity of it
usual material. This magazine is making
some noteworthy oflers to story writers.
(New York).

The CArLirorNraN has a pretty Christ-
mas cover in brown amd cream color,
with a spray of the pepper tree printeq
upon it in gold. 'The table of contents
is uncommonly good. “‘Some Heads of
Napoleon,” by Dr. P. {, Remondino, by
a happy arrangement of portraits and
masks, gives one a very vivid iden of the
Corsican and “A Passionate Pilgrimage,”
by Miss Grace Ellery Channing, contains
many interesting touches. Itis an ac-
count of a journey to Shelly’s grave and
is accompanied by a portrait.  “Califor-
nia Wild Flowers,” by Bertha P. Herrick,
has some charming 1llustrations. “Pay-
able to Bearer,” by Miss Marion Hill, is
a rather fine story. “Early California
Millionaires,” by Mr. George Hamlin, is
illustrated with portruits which seem, as
one lagks at them, to explain the State,
and the same thing might be said of an

, TAKE HEART,
W' if you're a suffering woman.
e, The chronic weaknesses, painful
derange-

disorders, and delicate
ments that come to woman
only havo o Ij?osltive remedy in
Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescri
tion, If you'll faithfully use it,
every disturbance and irregu-
laritycan bepermanentlycured.
Itsa legitﬁmta medicine for
woman, carefully adapted to
her delicate orﬁlmzstnon. It
builds up and Invigorates ths
entire system, regulates and
romotes all the proper func-
ons, and restores health and

m%gtb. .

% Favorite Prescription” is
the only remedy for woman's
lls that's guaranteed. If it
fails to beneflt or cure, you
have your money baclk.

Which is the best to try, if you have Ca-
tarrh—a medicine that clalms to have cared
others, or & metioine that is_backed by
money to cure you? The proprietors of Dr.
Sago's Remedy agree to cure your
Catarrh, perfectly and permanently, or
they'll pay you 8500 in cash,

DOBERTY & SICOTTE,

[Formerly DOHERTY & DOHERTY,)
Advocates : and : Barristers,
180 8T. JAMES STREET,

Cityand Ditiriet Bank Building

illustrated paper on “Methodism in Cali-
fornia.” Mt Thomas Crawford Johnston
continues his pupers on the possible dis-
covery of America by the Phenicians,
and very luteresting they are. There
are ten or twelve other articles, all good
but one, “Two Great Jews,” which scems
rather out of place in a Christmas num-
ber. {(San Francisco.)

The lits of cont¥ibutors to the Christ-
number of Tur Caruonic Wontp in-
¢ludes some of the best-kunwn and most
highly estcemed names among Cathaolie
writers. *“ How toSolve a great roblem ™
urges bLromler anid more practienl me-
thods in yur convent sehiools,  Christian
Reid pives in her Mexican sketehes o
charming deseription of the city of Za-
cateeas. This article is beautitully il-
lustrated. The question of the eanoni-
zation of BDishop Neumann of Philadel-
phia, is demanding eonsulerable atten-
tion. Father Wust, a brother Redemp-
torist, gives a sketeh of his life, aud test-
ifies to his personal sanctity. George
McDermot, in a clesely reasoned arlicle
op Y Ulster Taxation umder Home Rule”
disarnis its enenies aed tirns their west-
pons on themselves. The stories aud
dghter portions of the number are very
readable. Al together make np a Christ-
mas number of unconmmon interest.

The holiday number of the Cestrny,
besides 1 special cover in olive and gold,
gives full-page engravings of works by
Anmericans on rehigions subjeets; other
Christmas stories by Thomas N, Page
and other writers, with poems relative
to the xcason; sturies by Edward Byales-
vont ad Hopkionsen Smith; Mes. Har-
rison’s seccrdd part of ©*Sweet Bells Ont
of Tune”; chn,ters from the auto-
biography of Salvini; a paper on Brown-
ing by Stoptord AL Braoke, one on Jenny
Lind by Ronuld J, MeNeiil, a contribue-
tion from Arcnibsld Forbes, st Mres,
Van  Renssclaer's * Picturesque  New
York,” which ix the leading paper of the
month and to many readers will he tha
most charming of afl.

The twenty-filth issue of the [nLes-
TRATEL  CATHOLIC  FAMITY  ANNUAL
abounds in histore aml biograpineal
<ketches. The sketches  of  Lishop
Loughiin, Dr. Shea, Dantel Domghoerty,
Cardinal Mnnning and Bishop Waund-
namg, are full of valvable historical in-
formation.
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It is now conceded by all who use 1
that Luby’s Parisian Hair Renewer pos-
segses the remi properties of restoring
gray hair to its natural color without
any Injurious etlect whatever. A lew
applications as an ordinary dressing,
alter which once n week will suilice. In
large bottles, filvy cents. Forsale by all
chemists,
e

“Stumble seems o be gaining strength
very rapidly since his illnces,” * Have
you seen him?’ “ No, but his wife
says he iy now able to hold bhis temper
for a little time.”

B
To be free from sick headache, biilousness,
constipation, ete,, use Carter’s Liltle Liver
Pills. 8trictly vegetable. They gently stimu-
late the liver and free the stomach front bile.
————————

A father recently wrote to nuniversity:
“What are your termsfor a year? And
does it cost anything extra if my son
wants to learn to read and wiite as well
as row a boat ¥’

—_——— e

You hardly reallzed that 1L 1z medieine,
when taling Carter’s Liver Pills: they are
very small ; no bad effects ; all troubles from
torpid liver are relieved by thelr use.

——teeea -

“ Does poetry pay ?” asked the young
man. “Ycs,” replied the editor, “ You
see most poets send stamps for the return
of rejected manuseript,” “ Of course.”
“Well, I keep the stamps.”

————e e N

PAIN-KILLER 18 8 purely Vegetabla prapara-
tlon, sale to keep and to use In” every family.
Thesaimplicity attenving its use, together with
the great variety of disenses that may be on-
tirely eradicated by it, and the great amount of
pain and suffering that can Le alivvinied
throungh its use, makeit imperativeuponovery
porson tosupply themselves with this valunabie
remedy, and keep It always near at hand. AsK
for the New Big 25c. Iiottlo.
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“ Does your wife take much exercise ?”
nsked Fenderson of Fogg, whose wife is
ab the seaside. < Excrcise!” exclaimed
Fogg, “Ishould think so. She changes
her dress six times every day.”

: B

“ 1 suppose you visited some of the
most famous galleries when you were
abroad ?” Mrs. Quickrick : “ Yes, an’
here is some tintypes me an’ Ezra had

took &t one of 'em.”



