S ]

RS

taken myself

Ji5usito' heer, denth, 1 had anxiously be
go_ﬁthiisezé”f:iéx,iccs in w(?iq};};li'll::ﬁ:f g_t;un
edge that has procured:me’ ¢ of ‘
: ;“:xg:nﬁﬁhers,’"a[x):d-vthe-m'nrble of “Lissippus. Rl?ui all
" ‘$his §§ & hidden woe;»a grief that smiles. Itis h“‘?-;
. ithat T"can look {upoR the midnight h?wgg, F"'tpl'l"
. Tike amighty tablet,'it is opéned with its charattets
7 éf fire~—and: read them;and gatch’ from i tglr‘1 sight,
“\thoss glimpses of thingg;to come—those eyt:;l yn_l‘ent.;;
' of the picture world, which are the enc, an I.a:}nll_o
" the myétic. scienc 1.have pursued.. Buk3bisno less
- “true, that I have thus-boen the: nssassin.of W
peacs. -1 may.indeed say, that I bave found sorrow
30 my knowledge: - I had: p_r.epa.red everything to
make the most exact calculation that was possible
on the nativity of my offspring, and anxiously a.wmt,cd
my Queen'’s illness. .For many weeks provious to

that event—thd b Ve
hausted their prodigies.
ther had a dream—and she sa
too fearful for dcsénﬁpﬁgn, t]';fn
“pursting to the light by - _
‘c!.:wn strgength.' Sh% shrieked in her slumber—and
woke me,—I mocked her fancy from her, and 'b(.xde
her be of comfort, But the next mornidg her vision
was indeed accomplished fearfully. Never ghall I
forget that morn. You all remember-it. - The day
‘broke in thunder and lightning, and shrunk back
_into its clouds again, as if terrified. The earth
* trembled—the sea was troubled—the winds drove
the vapours and night mists over tht_a eﬂ'l_v-bn.gbt.-
" ness of the east, and blackened it again to midnight.
Tae buildings shook to their foundatxgns—large hail-
stones fell from the clouds—and therivers affrighted,
swelled in sheir channels .and rushe_d upoa the till-
age, near their banks. Amidst this general cen-
fusion and dismay—a cry from the chamber of my
wife, told me the hour was come. Isburst into the
room—and beheld a terrible fulfilment of her fears,
Before me, in the midst of the room, stood her off-
spriog, darting his keen, and wonde.rmg glances a}l
around. His hands were covered Wlt!l gore, and his
hair shaggy and black, hung upon his shoulders.—
1 started in borror and disgust, from the monstrous
creation, and turned my eyes on the unbappy mo-
' ther. She was alrcady dead. A matricide in his
birth, he had, at -his entrance upon the world sacri-
fied the life of the beibg who fostered him—He
walked, and looked around him, as if be bad been a
creature of years, not minutes. Teirified, and
grieved at the event, I locked the reom, and set
my seal upon the deor, while I proceeded to consult
my mystic aids in another wing of the palace. A:f-
ter I had sufliciently empowered myself to begin
amy calculations, I found that Sigismund was bora
under tbat fatal horoscope where the sun and the
. moon meet in the mid-heaven, and contend in hues
of blood.” That most deadly of all the heavenly
symbols, Gunda Draconis of tho fiery dragon, under
whose influence scarcely one in a million is born,
was visible in tho right house of his horoscope.—
From all my obscrvations, 1 deduced—that Sigis-
mund, if suffered to live in freedom, would curse
Poland with his sway—would occasion civil broils,
and amougst other crimes, would humble my own
gray hairs to the dust—and usurp my crown.—
Tremb.ing for my people, yet more than for myself,
—I took my resolution. I gave it out to the gen-
ernl state, that my Queen and her infant had both
perished, aud trusting my secret only to the aged
Clotaldus, I bad the infant conveyed secretly toa
prison, which has beeu long built within the bosom
of those stooping cliffs, and which I have now ne
longer, any reason for concealing. This was the
cause of those edicts which were proclaimed—pro-
hibiting any from entering those mountains, on pain
of death. There he hus lived—and lives. Clotaldus
has been his only immediate attendant, from the
time hig birth—he has never seen or spoken with any
other—and from him he has learned all in scicnce,
and in religion, that befals a prince to know. There
was one consideration that urged me to preserve the
place, and manner of his concealment, atillunknown
—_but twe, far morc weighty, have spirited me to
the avowal, The first is this—I lovo thee, Poland,
and I would not, knowingly, give over thy happi-
ness, into the keeing of a destroyer. But secondly,
if a man play the tyrant himsslf, in order to prevent
another from doing 8o, where is his justice, or the
world’s profit? And lastly, what assurance have I,
that my divination is correct 7—The planet inclines,
not compells—and what proof have I, that Sigis-
wund will be & tyrant? The positiov of the planets
are thus and thus in the houses of his horoscope.—
Is that demonstration? No. But I have founda
remedy for all, that will perhaps surprise you, He
knows not yet, who he is—nor why confined. To-
morrow I will have him placed in his slumber under
my canopy, and after, seated on my throne—that he
may rale the kingdom. If he prove other than his
stars forebode—you will own him for your prince—
and I shall rejoice in the discovery of my error, I1f,
on the contrary, his cruel nature betrays itself, a
second slecping draught will place him again in his
cave. I ghall have done my duty in the trisl—and
then Estrella and Astolpho, by your union, if you
could consent to such a measure, peace would be in-
sured to the kingdom, and to me. Iam your king,
and I decree this. I have experience, and I advige
it. Iam an old man, and I desire it. Andifit be
true what the Roman Seneca has written——that a
kipg in his kingdom is the humblest slave in a
great republic—as a slave, I entreat that you will
give your consent—Astolpho—speak for both.”

(TO0 BE CONTINUED IN OUR NEXT.)

The night before bis mo-
w, and felt a monster
ding her womb, and
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Tn sngwer to this menace, Napoleon thus wrote on
July 22nd, 1807, to Eugenc Beauharnais, son of the
. Empress Josephine : ¢ His Holiness dares to
threaten me. Does he believe that the rights of the
throne are less sucred in the cyes of God than those
of the tiaral there were Kings beforo there were Popes,
He says thathe will denounce meto christndom.
That ridiculous thought is an error ten centurics be-
hind the age. What does he mean by denouncing
me to christendom ? Does he mean to excommuni-
cate, me? and if he does excommunicate me, will
" his- excommunication cause their muskets to fly
. from my soldiers’ hands?” Much more wisely had
Napoleon spoken and by much better inspiration
_:wrhen, six years before, in answer to the question of
the first envoy whom he sent to Rome, how he
. .should treat with the Holy Father, . ® Treat him,”
., answered the then consul *trest him' as though he
‘had a hundred thousand soldiers at his back” But
Napoleon had grownolder since, he had been still
more prosperous, the first blush of modesty which
" accompanies . the clevation of almost every man te
power for the first time had worn off ; he was accus-
tomed to rule and to beimplicitly obeyed by crowned
_«heads ag:well a8 by subjugated peoples, and the con-
«iBequence was:. that the omnipotent conqueror- of
4 Europs had become the slave of the devil of pride.
. Notuntil the 2d of Februiry, 1808, did the "French
troops.enter;the city of Rome, itself and only on-
- ithe-10th of June, 1806, atfen o'clack in’ the; morning -
.. the pontifical: flag was lowered from the castle of St.
«;Angelo, -amid. the thunder.of artillery, and the "tri-.
.2 color hoisted in it place, . This was theconrumma:
s $ion of the orime .of, sacrilege and rpoliation’ the.
»:next-morping a bullof excommunication aghinst all’
tarwhothad taken  part,in theinvasion of the ligly city
duiwag. found.posted at the gatés,of the Basilicas of St."
acRetar,:St,-Mary . Major, and. St, John Lateran. ” In"
this celebrated document, aftér relating how 'uot-
" withstanding his great prosfs of condescension to-
- waads the French nation, on'the Feasb of Purifice.
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ed'a knowl-;
f.the pencil of
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eavens and the elements had ex- | p

e unaided effort _of his,

' ization of the Holy Father, and in consequence the

‘tion,. while be was ‘himself: offering up-the ‘divine.
‘sacrifice, the Capitol of Christeridom, had been sac-
‘tilgeously invaded, the’Sovereign: Pontiff, recalling
an_example of holy iwrit, declares:that 1f. Neboth
could ot give up his ¥inoyard 'which .wasthe in-
‘heritanceof ‘his forefathérs to” gratify the cupidity,
of Eing Ahab, much ;15 weuld: ‘he copsent: to the

i< Then ;be ‘exnmerates the: intolerable.
‘axcesses committed ‘duting the procaeding 'year and
a.half bythe Frenchin Rome, exactly similar in
character to those perpetrated during the last four
years by *the present occupiers of tha holy. city,
where Pius IX occupies to-day preciscly: the ‘same
position of konorable prisoner in the year'1874, that
Pius VIIdidin the year 1809. ' Finally, the holy
Father continues, “the time of condescension bas
assed * ¢ ¢ * therefore, by theauthority of
the Almighty, and of the Holy Apostles Peter and
Paul, and by our own, we declare that all those who,
since the invasion of this illustrious city and the sac-
rilegious spolation of the patrimony of St. Peter by
the Freneh troops, have committed in Rome' and in
the possessions of the Chirch the excesses we have
denounced * * and all those who have given
the orders or helped in the execution of those crimes
+ + havae incurred the greater excommunication
and the censures denounced by the.Holy Canons,
by the decrees of general councils * * And if
need be we again excommunicate them.” The
bull winds up by a prayer for the conversion of the
misdoers, )

‘What was the pretext which the French Emperor
made use of to deprive the Holy Father of his tem-
poral possessions? Because he persisted in not
violating his duty as s neutral. Napoleon publish-
ed an edict declaring all the ports of England in a
state of blocknde, Though he had no fleet to
blockade them, so submissive were the continental
powers to the will of the autocrat that they ceased
commercial relations with the island-kingdom. Na-
poleon sends orderxs to the Sovercign Pontiff to expel
English and other subjects from his city and forbid
English vessels his ports. The Pontiff, tho weak-
st of ternporal Kings, answess that he canco' in con-
science violate his duty towards a nation with which
he is at peace, and Napoleon im -consequence strips
him of his territory.

In the middle of the night of the 5th and 6th of
July, a band of brigands—for such only could they
be called—broke into the pontifical palace and the
holy Father was secretly hurried away from the
centre of christcndom and obliged to enmter upon a
long exile. He was permitted to be accompanied
only a short distance by Cardinal Pacca, his dearest
friend. So hasty was their departure that on ex-
amining the contents of their pockets they found
that the Holy Father had only twenty-two pence
with him and the Cardinal sixtzen. Tsuly an apos-
tolic way, the Holy Father himself cxclaimed, to
begin an expedition, I will not relate all the hard-
ships of this jourmey and the unnecessary cruelty
which'accompanied it. As at the present day when
the horde of Victor Emmanuel broke down the
walls of the cternal city and drove our present be-
loved pontiff into the Vatican, there to remain a
prisoner till God relcases him or disposes of him by
some other lot, so when the gentle Pius VII. was
dragged ruffianly from Rome to the little town of
Savona, by a bigger bully than the debauched King
of Italy, all Europe looked on in silence, no govern-
ment raised its voice to protest against the deed.—
Qardinal Pacca remarks the fact in his memoirs:
¢ a gtriking proof,” he suys, “of the verification of
the divine admonition that the successor of St. Peter
must not put his trust in princes” The Church of
God, indeed, does nct depend for its preservation on
the power and will of man; it will be preserved in
all its vigor long after the decaying ruins of mon-
archies and kingdoms sball have crumbled in the
dust, by the providence of God. The chief pastor
of the Church, however, was not without consolation
in the midst of all his afilictions in his painful jour-
noy to Savona, and afserwards from Savona to Fon-
tainebleau. Everywhere that he passed he was re-
ceived with ovations by the populations in France
as well as in Italy, all pressed to receive his bless-
ing, and their sympathy was enough to make him
forget the hardship of his treatment, Yet he sank
under tho hardships. During his passage from Sa-
vons to Fontainebleau he becamo so 1ill that it was
necessary to administer to him the last sacraments;
yet travelling was not suspended a moment, even
while he was in this distressing condition. The
great bully was trying to frighten the old man; the
soldier was trying to conquer by violence the priest.
But it was in vain ; the pontif who had told his
emissaries long before that he was ready to retire
into the catacombs, was not te be forced into sub-
mission by the brute power of physical vivlence. A
more artful way of acting on him was to use the
perfidious influenee of unfaithful bishops of the
Church. Bonapnrte wished to obtain the Holy Fa-
ther's agreement to certain proposals. The bishops
of France, all of them appointed by Napoleon, did
not bebave, as a body, during the captivity of the
Sovereign Pontiff, with the noble firmness which
they had sometimes formerly, and have since dis-
played. They showed themselver subservient to
tho wishes of the soldier Emperor, and wrung from
tho venerable prisoner concessions which he after-
wards bifterly regretted. All, however, were not so
submissive but those who were not submissive, were
deprived of their sees and cast into prison. Napo-
leon had forced most of the Cardinals to come to
Paris that he might parade them at his court.—
Thirteen of the number refused to be present at his
second marriage with Maria Lonisa of Austria while
hig first wife Josephine was still living, Whatever
theological justification of this step of Napoleon
may be to-day given, it was doue without the author.

his Sustody:

eardinals did not believe that they eould be present
at the ceremony, They exposed themselves to the
danger of death from the anger of the irritated
monarch. Bome of them he did indeed threaten
with death, but he feared to make martyrs, and con-
fined himself actually to punishing them by  oblig-
ing them to lay aside their purple robes and dress

in simple black like common priests. Hence they
were afterwards known as the Black -Cardinalg.—
One simple priest at this time, however, knew how
to face and subdue this wild untamed’ ofispring of
Corsica. This was M. Emery, the superior of the
Seminary of St. Sulpice, o man eighty “years of  age.
“ How is it,” snid Napoleon to him, #that you and
all the bishops of France who have studied theology
all your lives, that you caunot find any way of
settling my difliculties with the Popo? Had I stu-
died divinity but six montls, I would easily solve
the difficulty, for God has given me uadersianding?
% Who is the Pope ?” asked he again one day of the
samé man in a tone of furious anger, in one of his
fits of unrestrained violence. ¢ The Pope,” answered
the'venerable piiest, ¢ s what he is eaid‘to be.in the
catechism taught by your Majesty’s orders in-all the
churches of France, The Pope is head of the Church,
the Vicar of Christ,to whom all Christians owe obe-
dience.” «The abbe Emery,' afterwards said the
Emperor, “ speaks like & man who knows what he is
talking about ™ “ Had  Napoleon - found in-all the:
bishops ‘of *France;”’ {3 the reflection’of Cardinal'
‘Paccea, %'the same energy -and. prudence, he- never
would have become:a pergecutor” = i cifo
.. On the very day on 'which the Holy Father was'
‘carried vidlently fromtRomé. " Napoleon Bonaparte:
-gained tho great victory of Wagiam; which resulted
in his marrisge with Maria Loujsa and the piactioal

‘subjection’of ‘Austria to France.' 'Henven, instead of:
chastiging ‘Him' for Hig'attaolk:'on the Ohurch,seemed
't6 6roWn him'" with ‘ gréater sucoéss.’ > God: 157 glowy
316w in all-Hig works; becduse He ‘Liag ‘all etemity:
‘to fall back dpoh'; and yet Heis fast; becapis ‘He'is'
always sure, sure in recompenses, sure in His chas-

| was not satisfied. > England, yet ,braved him; aud

spoliation of the vineyard-of; the'Tord ‘confided to |k
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~Asia; behind it; still remainéd un-

o-9th¥ of {May, 1812, he set out. at’
the head of an army-of :six hundreéd; and. filty. thou-
gand ‘'men to  conquer- Rukeia, or rathér to conquer
the.world. " This vast army:was compoied :of tho
best-* disciplined . veteran'; troops, -who-had . never.
cnown defeas and who, under Napoleon himself, be-
lisved themselves iinvincible;  “At~-Dregden eight:
monarchs came’ to offer ‘him homage*“During his
stay in thig city; says- the-historian-Abiron : * four
kioge were frequently to be seen waiting in his
ante-chamber ; queens were the maids of - honer’ to
Maris Louisa ~ With’ more than Eastern magnifi-
cence he distributed diamonds ‘and gold crosses
among the innumerable crowd of princes, ministers,
dukes and courtiers, who thronged around his steps,
It was during this march to Ruesia that the Holy
Father was by his orders carried with such violent
haste from'Savona to Fontainebleau ; that it became
necessary to administer to him the last sacraments,
aud even then the travel was not interrupted. On
the 23rd of June the army reached the.river Nie-
men, which divided the. territories of Russia.ard
Prussia. As the Emperor rode along the bank his
horse stumbled and threw him to the ground. The
General De Segur, an eye witness, has left us a vivid
account of the disastrous campaign which followed,
Over & desert earth, following an enemy who always
fkd away and could never be found, the French
army began to suffer from every privation. It was
now God’s time, and He showed clearly that it was
He who humbled the pride of the Congueror.—
Every element was turned against the invading
army, carth, air, fire and water. On their very en-
trance into the Russian empire they were saluted by
a terrific storm, which occasioned to.them the loss
of ten thousand horses. After many delays and
calamities they reached the city of Moscow, but it
was to see it destroyed at night by fire kindled by
the hands of its very iohabitants. But what sad-
dened the French officers above all, was to sce that
their chief had no longer his accustomed vigor; in
mind and body he appeared no longer the same man.
A miserable infirmity, the same from which his
nephew habitually sutfered, disabled him from at-
tending with bis usual energy to the direction of
affnirs. It became necessary to retrcat. And now
let us listen to the words of the historian of this
march. Ponaparte had often repeated to Cardinal
Caprara what he had written to Eugene Beaubarnais
% Does the Pope think that his excommunication
will make the muskets fall from the hands of my
On the Gth of November, writes De
Segur, “ the sky becemes covered, the snow begins
to fall, accompanied by gusts of wind as though the
heavens were coming down to join with the earth
and this hestile people to consummote our ruin.—
Tho frozen soldiers fall in the snow, which covers
them until the whole line of march is filled with
those mounds of humsn bodies like graves in a
grave-yard. * * * Their weapons appeared to
their stiffened hands to be an insupportable burden,
Frequently they stumbled, and their gups falling
from their hands wero lost in the snow. They did
not throw them away; cold and huager snatched
them from thuir grasp. When the main portion of
the French army crossed the Beresina it was reduced
to ten thousand men. There the Emperor aban-
doned it, and the hornble sufferings which still re-
mained for it to undergo, we may here omit.

Five months after the Holy Father had been
brought to Fontainbleau fo continne his imprison-
ment, and little more than six months, after his own
departure from Paris at the head of his brilliant
army of six hundred and fifty thousand men, the
Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte returned to his capi-
tal, a fugitive, the first of all that army to escape
now reduced in all to about twenty thousand
wretched wanderers, With that energy which
combined with his intellect, made him the great
man that he was, the defeatec{ hero setto work im-
medintely to raise another army great as the one
which le had lost, But now he. felt, more than
ever he had before, the necessity of his being on
good terms with the Holy Sce. The health of the
Holy Father, who was now seventy-one years of age
had been soimpaired by sickness,the harsh treat-
ment he had undergone, his beirg deprived of the
pregenceof all his trustworthy counsellers, while he
wag constantly surrounded by the artful minions of
his enemy, and gricf for the afilictions of the
Church, that his mind also became wecakened to
some extent, and the energy of his will remained no
longer the same. 'When, therefore, the perfidious
soldier comse to visit him in his place of captivity,
and unblushingly threw his arms around his neck
and kissed his cheek, the loving hearted Pontiff for-
-got all the ill-treatment he had received, accepted
these demonstrations as symptoms of genuine af-
fection,” and gave undeserved confidence to the as-
surances of desire for sincere reconciliation of a
man who only sought to strengthen his political
position by the subjugation of thc Church, Various
accounts are given to us of tho interviews between

apoleon and Pius VII at Fontainebleau. It ap-
pears that the royal ‘executioner adopted alternata-
ly the system of caresses and abuse with his victim
Once he wason the point of striking him in the
face, Foally,-the barassed pontiff yielded to his
adversary 8o far as to accept and sign hisname to a
compromise on the points that were debated ; by so
doing he hoped to escape from still greater conces-
sions, but the compromise itself involved some
sacrifice of Church principle. The Emperor, hav-
ing obtained what he came in gearch of, went his
way, and had it publicly proclaimed that a new
Concordat was agreed te by the Pope, and a perfeet
mutual good understanding cxisted between them
both. No proclamation could have done more to sus-
tain the waning popularity of the leader now battling
against adverse fortuns. The Pope himself, how-
ever, who had here committed & grave fault, if &
man -no longer possessed .of physical strength
enough to be complete masterof his reason was
capable of committinga serious fault, so soon as
the deed was done fell into the profoundest melan-
choly, 3 stato of remorse bordering on despair.
But Pius had now drank the last drop in the cup of
humiliation, by which God intended to perfect his.
sanctity. - He fell, but under circumstances of the
greatest extenuation for his fall, butit served him
to give bim an example of sublime humility. = En-
couraged by his faithful friends and servants, the
illystrious  cardinals, Pacca aad Consalvi, who
were now allowed to return to his side, he rallicd
from his despondency, and on the 24th of March
wrote with his own handa letter to the Emperor
wherein he retracts and annuls all the imprudent
concessions he had made. ¢ In the preseace of
God.” he writes, * before whom wo'.ghall soon be
called to give ap account of the power intrusted to
us .as Vicar of Jesus Christ, for the government of
the Church, we declare, in "all apostolic. sincdrity,
that. our conscience invincibly opposes the execu-
tion- of the articles contained in our déed of the
25th of January, Weacknowledge with grief and
confusion that we should be using our. .authority,
not .to build up, but te destroy hud we the misfor.’
tune to execute what we imprudently promised, not,
88 Qod is our- witness, with any evil inteution,
but through pure weakness, for ‘we ave but dust and’
ashes.”.. Hore is the priest!  And whois the greater’
;man’of the two—Napolcon Bonaparte, with all, his’
gouuis, but with his want of principle, or Pius VII,,
;worn, andalmost dyingy humbling himeelf for au in:.
-woluutary: fault? :No. one cail -hesitite avout,ths,
.answer ;- but; Bonrparte was the embodimeént of ‘that,
:greatness,which the world admires, = Pius VIL. was
the realizatioll of a sublime ideal to Which ' only'tho

Ruaaia, with all

‘subdued. * On th

grage of, God, can give existence. |, 1, " | ¥
-t What vengeance the disappol

] olnted Emperor Woild.
have yreaked:on the, contageous servants who 'had )
advised the father of the faithful to this st€p, had’

-cannot_ tell,” But his time! wa

ope; e cannot_tall,” Bu ! yas ver_
td; of-January, 1814, Pius was  ebliged to+

Onthe 23 ¢
depart from Fontainebleau-for.the fouth’of Fran
On-thefirst of April of the samo year, Napoleon,
heaten, no longer In.Russia. and if?Germany, but
Franceitself, and. obligéd3torétieatiito the samy
Fontainebléau, and7abandoned ~by) all*his friends

.there heardjof hié dethronément by the very ﬁenatn'

‘which he had created to

-days "later’he_there sig

exile and.a captive himself.on the Isle of Elba.:;In"
half-a ‘Vear he ‘leaves-Eiba to invade Fiance, 80 to

“tay, all alone, but only to be beaten again at Water-
Teo, and to end his dnys after seven. years of dreary.
confinement on the ruck of St. Helena, -

Pius VIL returned to Rome. Qne of the firstacts
of this holy Pontiff after his restoration to his Apos-
tolic See was one which makes his memory dear to
every member of the order founded by St. Ignatius

of Loyola. Hig predecessor, Clement XIV., foriy-

two years previous, forced by the enemies of the |.

“Church to sacrifice one religious association in order
to save the Church from greater persecution, had
suppreesed the Society of Jesus, Pius VIL, less
than two months after his return to Rome, re-estab-
lished it. By this act he intended to apply & re-
medy to some of the evils from which Christian so-
ciety suffered, by resusciteting a body of men who
devoted their lives to study, and who had for their
object to teach and preach sound doctrine in every
way to every kind of people. The Society of Jesus
had gone down into the grave by usjust persecution,
like Him whose name it bore. So long as the spirit
of the heart of Jesus animates it, it will be forever
grateful to the Pope to whom it owes its resurrec-
tion. :
Pius V1L, lived till the year 1823, that is, till the
age of 91, and his reign was the longest of all the
pontitfs before our present beloved Holy Father, the
vears of whose rule in Rome have surpassed those
of St, Peter himself, After much suffering he lived
to see long days ef pence. A few moments before
he expired an attendant addressed him by the title
«Your Holiness? ¢ What!” he exclaimed, * Holi-
ness? I am but a poor sinner? Bo died Pius VIL
Two yenrs before him, Napoleon had given up his
soul to his maker from his prison in the midst of
the Atlantic waves. He bad had time to reflect on
the vanity of human glory, on the instability of
everything human and the brevity of all greatness
except that which comes from God. During those
years of rolitude, and especially at his last hours,
the frith of his boyhood revived. He received the
rites of the Church with expressions of pious joy,
and we have reasons to hope that he saved the one
thing which alone, after all, to even the greatest
genius is worth livinz for, his immortal soul; bat
if he has done so, we may agcribe it justly in great
measure to the prayers of the pontiff whom bhe so
long treated so ill, but who did not cease to pray for
him even after he had gone down into the tomb.
The history of Pius VII. and Napoleon I, teaches
a lesson which should not have been lost on threé
men who were powerful in Europe four or five yeurs
ago. The first of these was the Emperor Napoleon
III. This men had studied history. He ascended
the throme under many advantages. He was not
young and inexperienced, but forty years of age.—
Like his great uncle he knew the necessity of reli-
gion for a people and the power which unity of reli-
gion gave to a government, Had he boldly and
counsistently declared himself a Catholic ruler, Cath-
olic France was strong enough to assure not only
the perpetuity of his reign, but also of his dynasty.
But he scems to have adopted with a kind of family
adoration all the ideas of his uncle as they were
crudely formed in that great mind, only tioging
them, in accordance with his own character, with a
deeper shade of political duplicity. He had read
how when the Papal power was considered definite-
1y destroyed by the first Republic, the Cardinals were
providentially allowed to meet in Venice on the
demise of Pius VI, and elect his successor, Pius
VIIL. in all liberty. He bad seen how his very
uncle, when he had consummated the measure of
his iniquities, was struck by the hand of God with
defeat, knocked from his throne, and Pius carried
back triumphantly to Rome, and the Protestant na-
tions of Europe insisting upon rendering him all
honor as the first of temporul potentates. He
knew that his uncle had had & son by his second
wife, to whom he audaciously gave the title of King
of Reme, and he knew what the fate of that child
had been. Yet he abandoned the Holy Father,
struck treacherously at his temporal power and con-
tributed to the formation of a kingdem of-Italy
which is built on robbery and blood The half-
christian, half-freethinker, half-prince, half-conspi-
rator, had learned nothing. It is worth while re-
calllng how God freated him, recent as the events
have been, when he, too, bad consummated his ini-
quity. He lost his empire for himself and for his
dynasty, he too had his Elba in Wilhelmshohe and
his St, Helena in Chiselburst, He may not have
had te undergo the indignitics which his uncle was
obliged to submit to, but substantially his bumilia-
tion was the same. The coincidence moreover be-
tween the calumities which the French nation has
suffered on his account, and the blows struck at the
holy Father by the perfidious Italian government
ure so striking that it is impossible not to recognize
the hand of God in the very details of these misfor-
tunes and it is well to recall them here. On the
very day when the evacuation of Kome by the French
troops is announced, the French army suffers its
first defent at Wissembourg: on the day and at the
hour when the French general at Rome embarks
for Fraunce, it suffers its second and overwhelming
defeat at Woerth, On the day when the last four
thousand French troops leave the Papal States, four
thousand French prisoners fall into the hands of

seize €ivita Vecchia, the Prussians enter Versailles.
On the day when the Italians complete their invest-
ment of Rome, the Germans complete the invest-
ment of Paiis. ' On the 23rd of January, 1871, Prince
Humbert cnters Rome to take up his residence ‘at
the Quirinal : on the same day Jules Fabre goes to
Versailles to offer the capitulation of Paris. And

ment declares the deposition of the Pops an accom:
plished fact, the defeated army of Bourbaki, the last
hopo of France, 80,000 strong crosses the fronticrs
and takes refuge in Switzerland, and the defeat, the
accupation, and the profound humiliation of France
is a factaccomplished indeed. =
Louis Napoleon has gone to his las account. Pius
IX is a prisoner. Will ho romain such? Theother
two men who should havelenrned from history are
William, King of Prussia, and now Empéror, of Ger-
many, sad Victor Emmanuel, King, by right, of Sar-
dinie, and by fraud and violence, of the rest of Italy.
Thenew Emperorof Germany most plously thankful
to God in the midst of all his virtories, hasundertaken
to persecute the Catholic Church, though two fifths
of his subjects are Roman Cathiolics.  Will his éin-
jpire ‘stand?- Time shall fell. Victor Emmanuel
‘sent a son to rule over the ungovernable people of,
Spain. His son came back ‘to hir in &' frigate with’
the ominous title Rome,” aftér a republic had been.
‘proclaimed on the' Tbeiian' peninsuln, ‘which! com:
mienced its loug o short, but certainly troubled
carcer, by kindly inviting tho Latin races of Italy to
follow, in, its footsteps. What fate'awaits the family,
anid the mushroom kingdom ‘of Victor, Emnmanuel 7’
Let us walt patiently for God to . show,,* On, tHing,
we know certainly’ in'ndvands thathoweyér he may’
alloy for awhiilé the wicked to prosper, evontually
‘He ‘punishes the persecutor.’. And;what wo are all
is that, Ha “will; never ia.b.;pd.oPt
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‘Hig'Ohuroh " Ho will niévet;aband [
itor.:" Pius IX will dié} ‘he, may " die7'a_captive;
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+"'taan will still exist raling gver hundreds of million
J.of souls, because he is,the Vicarsof Jesus Chriy
g,
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Archbishop Manning’s Explanatory Warg.
' ing to Press-Writers on the FPapacy.

THE CHURCH ON CIVIL ALLEGIANCE,

The January number of Macmillian's Hagazine con.
tgins the following letter from Archbishop May.
ning :— - ‘

‘ ‘ ‘% La Spezia, Dec. 10, 1874,

*#8ir—The postscript to an article on *Pruss
and the Vatican,’ in your December number, needs
an answer, and it shall be given, For a writer why
affirms that the Head of the Catholic Church claimg
to be ‘the Incarnate and Visible Word of God,' I
bave really compassion. Either he sincerely knows
1o better,and for such exceptional want of knowl.
edge is worthy of all pity ; or, knowing better, he js
an object of compassion for graver reasons,

“I will counsel this ~geuntleman to draw his
knowledge from purer and more authentic sources
,thun.‘ Janus,’ * Quirinus? and the ¢0ld Uathalics' of
Munich, They will only mislead him. It is pro.
fusely evident that he has not yet Jearnt tbe first
principles of the matter he treats with such conf.
dence in himself, and such contempt of * Vatican
Clerics. A writer who believes that the Yicar of
Our Lord claims to be ¢ the Incarnate Waord, has
given to the world the measure of his knowledge, or
his fairness, or of both.

%It will be time todiscuss the Constitution ¢ Unam

Sanctam’ with him when he has not only read, but
mastercd, Hergenrothor's ¢ Katholische Kirche und
Christlicher Staat,’ in which the accusations of the
Munich Old Catholics are fully refuted.
. “The writer disclaims in his article (p.172),all
intention of impugning my ¢ personal good faith.~
Iam glad to hear it, besause be did so in bis last
article ; and he basrepeated it in the prstscript before
me.  He there clearly implies a charge of duplicity
in the use of ¢ the Queen’s English.’ Let me for the
last time advise this gentleman to use only the
Queen’s English, in which he will find none of the !
nicknames and none of the discourtesies which stain |
his writings. And also for the last timo I will say
that an adversary who cannot believe in the honor
of those who are opposed to him, not ouly always
strikes wide, but deserves to have his spurs backed
off, and to be led out of the lists of honorable con.
troversy,

4“What I have publicly affirmed I rhall publicly
Jjustify, not before your namcless correspondent, but
before a tribunal in which I gladly recognizearight
to know what I believe and what I teach.

®I will now twurn to the postscript. Inidl find
an interrogatory of five questions, followed by thess
peremptory words—in imitation, it would seem, of
a late Prime Minister—not a little comic :—

“4] require plain amswers in plain English!

“I willgive them,but not to the interrogator, whose
competenee I reject, They shall bo given plainly
and promptly to all into whose hands his interrom.
tive false witness may fall, lest they shomld be mis
Ted by it '

- % The writer asks :—

1. ¢Did Dr. Manning himself, and the bulk of
hig clergy, consider themselves before the Vatica
Decrees as absolved from their allegiance to the
British Crown ?’

“ Answer—No. - i

#32, ‘If Dr. Manning and his clergy did not' &
cousider {hemselves absolved, ¢ is it, or is it not, a fact
that since the Vatican Decrees they are dogmalically
bound, at the peril of their salvation, to consider
themsclves absolved from that allegiance ?

“ Answer—It is not a fact. Neither I nor they
consider ourselves to be absolved from our allegi-
ance; and the Vatican Decrees have not so much &
touched our allegiance.

« 3, ¢Is it not certain that the Irish Bishops and
the English Vicars Apostolic’ ‘did not consider
themselves a8 absolved from their British allegi-
ance ?

# Angwer.—Most certain ; and equally certain that
we hold ourselves to be bound equally by thatalle
giance, i :

44, ¢Ig there not o risk that a body of officials,
not so bound by the ties of allegiance to the Crown
of the country in which they are actively employed
and having to obey & code of laws radically different
from those of that country, may come into collisior
with the latter ? L

4 Answer. — Every sentence in this question®
either absurd or false, : .

«T and my clergy are bound by the ties of allegi
ance. Cadi{ quastio.

“If by ‘code of laws’ he mennt civil laws, W
‘have no such cede. '

“If by ‘code of laws' be meant spiritual and re,
ligious discipline, there can be ne collision, unles
Falk laws bo introduced into England.:

45, tIg Dr. Manning perfectly certain that case
kave not already arisen within his own jurisdicties
in which clerical persons have been brought intd
conflict of jurisdiction, or ¢have deeided (aic) since
18%0 in favor of the Curial jurisdiction? ..

« Answer—I bavo ne knowledge whatsoever o
any such cases. : .

#Jf any such have arisen, they who dealt Wit
them since 1870 otherwise than they would haw
denlt with them before 1870 have goneastry. Tht
Vatican Council has not so much as touched any
such possible question of civil jurisdiction.

« fTerc woreturn to the sole point in contest.
« Before the Council met a party _ai_ Munich pro
phesied to the world that its decrees would clad
with civil allegiances. During the Council the
strove in every way to bring down -the prtf
sure of the Civil. Government of Europe to hinde
the freedom of the Council, The Couricil steadfastl
did its duty, and defined the purely gpiritual doctrin
of the Authority and the Infallibility of the Head ¢
the Church. It was this they really feared. It isl
doctrine they had denied; and its: definition ¥
fatal to-their authority, and..to their personal in
portance. = oo T it .
uTron that hour their efforts have been redouble
to bring down' the -Civil Pewers -upon.the Catholi
Church, - They have.succeeded in setting the Ge!
man Empire on fire. They are now endeavoring b
iget fire to the' civil - and: religious' peace.of rour thre
kingdoms. The’whole network vof this. mischief
tlie methods and:the men, are well known.
‘will not' succeed; * The monientary.-stir and suf
_picicn, unhappily raised by a great name; will in
‘little ‘while pass”away ; and - the English peopl
will'niet only know that ‘the : Vatican'sDecrees hav
' fiot' changed so much-ds ‘a- jot ‘ortittle of our civy
‘ellefiance, biit that' Citholics dre? better;evidence Y
t6 their own'religion than'those:whosare.How teard
{ng'us the meatiing ‘of our Councils, and catechizis
‘g about ourloyalty, *+4 oot gresiughug
3w Trémaln; Sif, your faithfal servant):r.
" .. ¢pHawny Epwamy,
« it KpdhbisHop©of '\w’eﬁ‘min&tﬁh
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tisements. The ambition of the military adventurer

s

victory enabled him to re-establish his power in

VII. Butthe church: will last, the succession of

ralirond baggago smachers.”




