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CHOAPTER XLIV.

I am now going to take my readers to a
great distance from Heath Cottage, evon to the
“Soast of Ttaly, where a small Eglish-fleet were
kecping watch over French proceecdings.

In onc ship, the “ Mereury,” Katey's hus-
“band, his son, and Edward O'Donnell (aliaa
“()'Birn) were serving. In another of the six
ships which composed the squadron Captain

" Noel commanded. -
‘Robert’s astonishment was great on receiving }.
_Grace's letter, telling him all about Fatey's

visit, and that her son was in the very flect he
was attached to.
' He determined on the first opportunity to go
on board the ¢ Mercury,” so as to be able to
" assure his wife that he had scen her son. He
thougkt that it would be best not to make him-

 gelf known to Edward until he had ascertained

what kind of character he bore.
- On ordering his boat but to go on board the

-« Mercary,” he was informed that the Admiral

had recently sent that ship es far down as
Trieste, and that it had not returned. They
were then, the rest of the squadron, lying at
the mouth of the Po. So, giving orders that
some one was to be on the look-out for the re-

- turn of the ¢ Mercury,” and to acquaint him
ag soon as it was in sight, he had to take

paticncoe, and to occupy himself with beginning
a letter to Grace, to be sent when he could add,

In a couple of days it hove in sight, and

- the pext morning Robert determined to pay his

visit. :

When he came on deck to proceed on his
visit, he found his men here and there talking
in a very excited manner. Ife inquired “what
was the matter 2’ and then was told, that one
of the midshipmen of the ¢ Mercury,” they had
heard, had met with an uceident, in consequence

* of some order given by his captain, and which

- anxiety,

order was out of the regular course of things

- for the lad to be required to cxccute.

‘ What's his name ?"’ inquired Captain Noel ;
¢ I moan the midshipman’s ?"’

"> No oae could rightly say. One fancied it

‘was this, another that. So, Robert at once
ordcred his boat to be lowered, filled with
yet thinking himself a fool for his
pains,  * Why should it be Edward? Onlyit

‘would be such a misfortune, just as Grace was

enjoying the idea of secing him, to have to write
home such news!"

He was soon ulongside of the ‘ Mercury,”
and, after shaking hanes with the first licute-

nant, he inquired for Captain * * % He

was not on board; he had gope to the flag-
ship, to make his report to the admiral, Licu-
tenant McKinnon suid this in such a peculiar
manacr, and his expression was so strange, that
Robert could not help saying, “Is anything
wropg ¢’ ‘

« Tt is not for me to say,” answered Lieute-
nant McKinnon, ¢ at least, I had better not ?”

« Well, well, you are right,” returned Robert,
¢« and I was wrong to ask you; however, oblige
me by answering this question: bave you a

- midshipman on board, of the nane of O'Birn?”

The lieutenant started ! Yes. sir, we have,
Do you know him ?"

‘T can’t just say that I do; but 1 know his
fricods, and was requested to look him wup;
would you mind telling me, what kind of a lud
he is 7

The lieutenant looked round, and sceing that
there were several officers and sailors hanging
about, he asked Captain Noel, * would you
come down to my ocabin, and then I will an-
swer your query;-I canmot talk here” He

. said this in a low tone; but added aloud, It

Jou will please to. walk down, Captain Nocl,
you can wait for Captain % * s return.”

Shutting the door of his cabin, McKinnon
begged Robert to be seated, and then gavo him
a rapid account of young O'Bira, which I shall

_retail by transeribing a letter which I after-

wards read when I went on a visit to dear

“ Grace; euffice it to say here, that Robert did
" not wait to see Captain * =
. sure that he should ‘not be sufficiently master
-~ of 'his feelings to meet him with case of mau-

¥, as he was

ner;'and that the contrary might entail dis-
agrecables on Licutenant McKinnon after his
‘having been so long closeted with him, as would
be sure to come to the captain’s cars,
, CHAPTER XLV,
« My DEAREST GRACE:
" Of course your communication surprised

" me wot & little; how very peculiarly things

“happen! - Peoplc are fond of attributing to

_chance, cvents, which .instead, arc beautiful
leadings of Providence. In the fuct of Jd-
-ward’s being in the sarae squadron as myself,

- what becomes of your theery of sympathy ?

- Qught I not to have felt drawn towards my

stepson by some scerct amd unaccountable
magnelism? I must have seen him several
times, and yet never felt any attraction nor in-
clination to follow him, even with my eyes.

- « Do not think the worse of me, nor imagine

“'that Edward's is not & congenial soul with

mine! but to put aside badage, I have scen

 him. He'is so like you that I wonder at my-

self for not - having remarked him before.—
Above all, dear wife, he' is ‘worthy of being
your son, and L am proud to be able to tell you
that just now he is quite a hero, and that it is
quite a feather in my oap to claim him as. my
step-son, : e E ) :
I know that you like me in all stories to
bégin at the beginning, so prepare for a very
long yarn. T .

remem,b}?!'e@'
ed her’ also:
!« But,'t

o sha | something.atragioits.,To give you an instance;

@1 have quite a week _héfpre‘me"fbr y&i'itii:g,

a§ Wwe will not put in anywheré, to post this, so
I shall add a little cach-day, =%

% It was unfortunate that’ Edward -got:into
the '*Meéroury,’ for the éaptain, whose name I
will not'mention; is one'of : the greatest tyrants
$hat diggrace otir navy.. ' His punishments are

He had a'man rolled up. and down the deck in
a_barrelas fast as the men could doit; and
another for 2 week was fastened in a barrel and
fed throngh the bung hole, the only air he got

however, don't fear that I am going to add
that Edward has been subject to such horrors).
You will ask hew a man could bo allowed to
aot in such a barbarous manner; remember,
we are all powerful on board our own ship;
there is no appeal. Well, to get on with my
story. " .

¢ Such is the man Edward was placed u'ndef, .

and although midshipmen have not much to do
with their captain, yet, of course, every enc,
more or less, comes under the captain’s obser-
vation. .

« Now, it seems that Captain - ** * took a
fancy to onr Edward, and on zeveral oceasions,
singled him out, to send on some message; the
youth being quick and bright, pleased him.

¢ Like all tyrants, Captain * * * was very
tenacious of what was said of him, and he espe-
cially disliked bis first lieutenant, McKinnon’
perhaps McKinnon could hardly forbear show-
tng his disgust at some of the captain’s cruel-
tics—and perhaps he feared that he might talk
at head-quarters—which, between me and you,
I think McKinnon ought to have done; but
subordinates are so afraid of meddling with
their superiors, .

“ As I said, Captain * ¥ * took a fancy to
Iidward, and on one or two occasious called him
into the cabin and gave him a glass of wine and
some fruit, knowing that to be the wayto a
boy's heart.

“ When he thought he had insured the boy’s
gratitude, so to say, he one day called him into

{ his cabin, gave him his usual ¢ treat,” and then

opened his mind in these words—¢ (’Birn, I
think you arc an intelligent lad, and I am
ooing to entrust you with a commission, which
I would not give to any one .else’ ¢ Thank
you, sir,’ said Edward. ¢I shall expect you to
do your best'and I shall reward you if you do.
[ want you to listen to what the officers and
men say about me. Anything you hear them
say, you must come dircetly and tell me. You
can come at any time to my cabin. I want
specially to know what they think of my pun-
ishing Dalby, You can ask one or two just to
know what they say about it. Do you under-
stand me ¥’ .

¢« The boy all this time was alternately getting
red and pale, he was so frightened ; but it was
only for a moment. His spirit rose—(after
all, Grace, there is something in good blood, or
what made him act as he did ?), and he looked
at the captain and said, ‘I beg your pardon,
gir, but I can't do it ¢Not do itl’ eried
Captain * * *, stamping his foot and getting
into a towering passion; ‘but I tell you you
must and shall!” The lad merely shook his
head ; he was afraid to speak. ¢ What! after
I have been so kind to you?' He thought to
appeal to the boy's better feelings of gratitude
for past favors. ¢ Yes, sir,’ at Jast said Ed-
ward, ¢ you have been very kind to me, and I
am’ obliged to you, sir; but I ean’t doit—

‘they are all so kind to me ! I'll tell you what,

sir—Qnee, about three years ago, I was caught
Jistening at my mother’s door, whes she had a
stranger with her, and she caught me, and the
ouly belaboring she ever gave me was that;
and then she hissed at me, and the stranger did
the same; they cxiled me a mean sneak to lis-
ten at doors—and please, sir, il you were to
pay me this full of gold' (showing his cap) ‘I
never could do it again, No, gir, I never cun
oblige yeu.' The captain took him by the
shoulder aad pushed him out of the door.

¢« Bidward took the first opportunity to tell
his foster father; who wisely cautioned him,
¢ For the life of him, not to tcll anyone what
the captain had asked him to do; wor, like a
brave boy, to listen for a moment to the eap-
tain’s basc proposals.” Grace—that Burke,
(Katey's husband)-—is worth his weight in
oold ! After that effusion I will goon. From
that time, or rather after Captain ¢ * ¢ had
once more tried to shake the boy’s resolution,
and received the same firm refusal; as I have
said, from that moment the youth had no peace.
The wretch!—(excuse my using a strong term,
I cannot help it, although it is not esprit de
corps to call him names, but I cannot help it,
nor will you spare an explosion of wrath when
you koow the sequel)—anuoyed him in every
possible way. This happened last year.

4 BEdward and Burke thought the captain
had forgotten all about the affair; not so—he
was only waiting his opportunity.

¢ The Admiral heard that the Freach fleet
was coming up to Trieste, so he sent the-¢ Mer-
cury,’ off to reconnoitre, and lay in as near the
shore as possible, to wateh what was going on.

4t They lay about threc miles off Trieste.

 The morning after their arrival, the cap-
tain ocame on deck; and said, after looking some
time through his glass, ‘I tell you what, Lieu-
teaznt McKinnon, do you see that barn lying
there, close to the shore? I'll send a few men
to take possession of it, as it will be a good
position to have a lookout for the French.—
They can plant our flagon it; so if the French
do come, they avill see that we are here, and
ready for thetn.’

« ¢ do not scc the use of - that, sir, as you
ask my opinion,’- replied McKinnon. ¢I did
not ask your opinion, as it happens, Lieutenant
McKianon, I was merely observing how good

the manceuvre would be. Here,” he eried,.

looking round, ¢ You, and you-—well pick me
out a dozen men, and I will send young O'Birn,
ho has plenty of pluck! He: shall plant the
flagl’ ¢What!' said McKinnon, ¢ So-young a
boy—only fifteen! One of the older officers
had better go, if you wish it to bo done, sir.’
«Excuse me, Licutenant MoKinnon, I know

what I am about. I would rather send him—

 he has, plenty: of ‘dourage:

g 0"Birp, listen to
me': “Ag soon_as you:have, heisted your flag on
the top of the barn_ yow,can’ all return to’the
ship—do you mind? "And if you want help
béfore thiat; fire off one or two guns; ‘wo shall
be sure to- hear; the wind lies this way. Nov,
mind I expect my orders obeyed.”

« McKinnon, before they started, took the
boy aside, and ssid, ¢ Edward, don’t be
fool-hardy, and stay too long on shore; .and
if- you see any danger, save your flag at all
risks, Do not attempt to hold the place against
too great adds, I see no benefit that can arise
from such an expedition ; however, orders must
be obeyed, whatever the result.’

«T “shall now, deafest Grace, let the boy
speak for himself, repeating what he said to me,
but, perhaps, in choicer words.

. " (To be ';:(i]é'ﬁ't[?u.ced.) _ .
FATHER ' BURKE'S SERMON

OX

“Mary, the Immaculate Mother
' of God.”

(From the N. Y. Irish American.)

The following exquisite diseourse, on “ Mary, the
Immnculate Mother of God,” was delivered by the
Very Rev, Father Burke, in the Church of St. Vin-
cent Ferrers, New York :—

4 Thou art all fair, O My beloved, and there is no
spot or slightest stain in thee.”

These words, beloved brethren, are found .in the
Canticles of Solomon ; and the Holy Catholic Church
applies them to the soul and bLody of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. In the Scriptures the King addresses
his spouse by these words. The King representsno
other than the Almighty God. And surely, if
among all the daughters of men, we ask oursetves,

‘who was the spouse of Almighty God? we must

immediately answer, the Virgin Mother who bronght
forth the eternal God wmade wan. Wherever, there-
fore, the Scriptures and the inspired writings of the
old law speak words of love, and denote attributes
belonging to a spouse, these are directly applicable
to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Now, ameng the many gifts and graces which the
Prophet beheld in her,—and upon which he congra-
tulates her,—are thesc: he tells us that he saw her
«qt the King's right hand, in golden garb, surround-
ed with varicty ;" that everything of beauty and
loveliness was upon her; but, inaddition to this, he
tells us that a vision of such perfect immaculateness
ruse before his eyes, that, filled with the Holy Ghost
and the joy of God, he exclaimed: “ Thou art all
fair, O my beloved, and there is no spot or slightest
stain in thee” Behold, then, dearly beloved, the
first great grace that the Virgin of virgins received
at the first moment of her existence.

When we retleet npon the relationship which the
Incarnation of our Divine Lord cstablished between
the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Almighty God—
namely, that she should be the Mother of God,—
that He, taking His sacred bumanity from her,
sheuld be united to her, so as to be the flesh of her
flesh, and the bone of her bone ;—that He was to be
altogether hers, as the child belongs to the mother
at bivth,~and in this new relation of His humanity
He was not to suffer the slightest diminution of the
infinite sanctity which belonged to Him as see the
awful proximity in which a creature is brought to
Almighty God in this mystery of man's redemption,
—the very first thought that strikes the mind is,
that God must have forfeited something of His holi-
ness, or elsc the creature that Ho selected for His
mother must have been all pure, all holy, and, so, fit
to be tho Mother of God ;—cither Giod must have
forfeited some of His holincss, coming to one per-
sonally a sinner, taking tainted blood,—the nature
that belonged to us He took in her, and which was
o broken, a disfigured, and a deformed nature, taint-
ed with sin, and steeped, if you will, in sin,—for
what, after all, is the record of mian's history but a
record of sin j—or else Mary must have been sinless.

But, if the Almighty God took that nature from
one who bore in her own blood the personal taint of
the universal sin, we must conclude that He thereby
compromised His own infinite holiners ;—uay, that
He did more than this ; that He contralicted His own
word : for the word of God is, that nothing defiled,
nothing tainted shall come near to Almighty God.
The soul that departs from this world with the
slightest taint of sin in it must pay to the last
farthing, and purge itsclf into perfect purity before
it can catch & glimpse of God in heaven. And if
this immaculateness and purity be necessary in order
even to behold God, think of the purity, think of the
immaculateness, that must have been necessary to
Mary in order to fit her not only to behold Ged, but
to take Him into her bosom, to give Him the very
human life by which He lived, to give Him the very
nature that He took, and united to Himself in the
unity of His own divine person ;—to give Him that
huraanity that He literally made Himself!

What infinité purity, what perfect innocence and
immaculateness did these involve, unless, indeed, we
are willing to conclude that the Almighty God came
into personal coutact with a sinuer, and so allowed
something not undefiled to come into contact with
Him. But no; the mystery which brought so much
suffering, so much humiliation, so much sadness and
sorrow to the eternal Son of God, brought to lim no
eompromise with sin; brought io Him no defile-
ment of His owa infinite sanclity ; did not in the
lenst lower Him from that standard ot infinite holi-
ness which ia His esscnce and nature as God.  And,
therefore, it was necessary that, coming to redeem «
sinful race, the individual of that race from whom
He took His most sacred humanity should be per-
fectly pure and immaculate.

More than this, we know that the Almighty God

‘| never yet called any creature to any dignity or to

any office without bestowing upon that creature
graces commensurate with tha greatness, the magni-
ficence and duties which He imposed upon him.—
Hence it is that we find when He was nbout to
create the Prophet Jeremiah,—when He was about
to make him o prophet, to put Hisdivine ingpiration
into his mind; when He was about to send His man
to announce His vengeance to the people ;—the
Scriptures expressly tell us that He sanctified that
man in his mother’s womb, before he was born, and
that the infant prophot came irta this world without
the slightest taint of sin. Hear the words of Scrip-
ture :—% The word of the Lord came to me, saying:
Before I formed thee in thy mother's womb, I knew
theo ; and before thau camest forth out of tho womb
1 sanctified thee, and made theo & prophet unto the
nations.” ‘So,in like meauner, when the Almighty
God created the man who was o arrive at the
highest dignity of .the prophets—not only to pro-
claim the coming of God, but to poiat out God
amongst mon in the person of our Saviour,—~John
the Baptist, created for the high and holy purpose,—
created to be amongst men what Gabriel the Arch-
angel wag to. Mary, — namely the revealer of the
Divine counsels,—God sanctified him in his mother's
womb ; and John the Baptist was born without sin,

If the Almighty God sanctifics a man before his
birth, anticipates the 'sacramenfal regencration of

circumeirion, sanctifics him beforo the sacrament,

a8 m the cnse of Jeremiah and Jobn the Baptist,
simply because that man was called to the officc of

proclaiming the word of God, surely theremusthave

been somo distinctive saactity, some especial grace
in reserve for Mary, as much higher than the grace
of the prophet or of the prevision of the Baptist, as
Mary's office transcends “theirs. Joremizh had but
to announce tho word of God revealed to him.—

| and" forethotight “from all eternity.

“Mary it was who was to bring forth the Word of God
incarpate” in her:immaculate- -womb, ' John' the
‘Baptist was to point him out and say, “Behold tho
‘Lamb of God," Mary was.to hold Himi’in her armg
and say to the world, ¥ This. Lamb {of* God, who i8
to save alk. mankind, is .my Son." ~ And, therefore, it
is that,—as hor office exceéded that of prophet,
preacher and precursor, a8:her dignity s6- far trans-
cended anything that heaven: and_cBrth couldiever

know or imagine in o “creature,}—~5o the Almighty

God reserved her.alone amongst all that he created

upon this carth, that she should be.conceived,as

woll as born, without . sin :—that the stream of sin
which touchedus all, and in its touch defiled us,
should, never come near nor soil the immaculate
Mary ;—that the sin, which mixed itself up in our
blood in Adam, and, upon the stream of that blood,
found its way into the heart, info the veins, of every
_child of this earth, should never flow in the imma-
culate veing which’; furnished 'to Jesus Christ the
.blood in which He;washed away the world’s sin.—
Therefore, the Almighty God for this took thought
_ & The Lord
‘posgessed me,” says the Scripture, # in the beginning
of His ways, before He made anything from the be-
ginning? 'That is to say, in the divine and €ternal
counsels of Almighty God, Mary arese in all the
splendor, in all the immaculate whiteness of her
sanctity nnd purity, the first, the grandest and the
greatest of all the designs of the cternal wisdom of
God; because in her was to ba accomplished the
mystery of mysteries, the mystery that was hidden
from ages with Christ in God—namely the Incarna-
tion of the cternal God.

Thus did the prophet behold her, as she shone
forth in the cternal cousels of God, when he looked
up in that inspired moment at Patmos, and saw the
Heavens opened and the glories of God revealed,
there in the midst of the'choirs of God's angels,
there in the full blaze and effulgence of the light
descending from the Father of Light: and he ¢x-
claimed : “X Leheld, and lo! & great sign appeared
in Heaven; a Woman clothed with the sun, and the
moon beneath her feet, and on her head a crown of
twelve stars.”  Who was this woman? Mark what
follows, and you will know for yourselves. “And
she brought forth a man~hild who was to rule all
nations with an iron rod ; and her son was takenup
to God and to His throne.” Whom can she be but
the woman that brought forth the man-child, Jesus
Christ, the Son of God? Thus did the prophet be-
hold her, the sign and prorhise of victory and of
glory., And how significant are the mysterious
words that follow :—“ And the Serpent cast out of
his mouth, after the Woman, watcer, as it werea
river, that he might cause her to be carried away by
the river. And the ecarth helped the Woman ; and
the Earth opened her mouth and swallowed the
river whicli the Dragon cast out of his mouth.” The
earth, indeed, swallowed up those fatal waters ; the
whole world was saturated with them ; but they
never touched the Woman; and we behold in this
the mystery of the Immaculate Conception, for I can
call it nothing clse than a mystery of divine grace
which is a triple triumph, namely, the teiumph of
God, the trinmph of human natuxc, and Mary's own
triumph and glory. -

Consider these things, my friends. Fist of all,
let us cousider God's triumph in Mary. Recollect,
dearly beloved, the circumstances that attended the
fall and the sin of man. God made us in a perfect
nature (—perfect in its organization, perfect in its
origin, perfect in its eternal destiny, perfect in the
freedom and the glory with which He crowned the
unfallen man. * Thou has made him little less
than the angels; thou hast crowned him with hon-
our, and glory." Then came sin into this world
‘and spoiled tho beautiful work of God. All the
fairest work of God was destroyed by Adam’s sin.
The integrity of our nature was injured, The har-
mony of creation wes disturbed. Bad passions and
evil inclinations wero let loose : and the roul with
its spiritual aspirations, its purc love and unshackl-
cd, freedom, became their slave, But although the
devil triumphed over God in thus breaking, destroy-
ing, defiling and spoiling God’s work in man, yet
his triumph was not perfect, God wished still to
vindicate Himself. God wonld net give His enemy
a total and entire triumph over Him, in the destruc-
tlon and spoiling of His work. Godset Mary asideand
said:  “For her let there be no soiling inflnence ;
for her no taint.” e took her, in His cternal de-
signs, in the bosom of His own infinite sanctity and
omnipotent power ; and, whilst all our nature was
destroyed, in her it retained its orizinal pnrity, in-
tegrity nnd beauty, in the one soul and body of the
Blessed Virgin Muary.

There we see God's trinmph. And here, it is
worthy of remark dearly beloved, that, although in
Scripture we often read of God’s designs being frus-
truted, of God's work being overturned by sin or
some evil agency ;—yet it is never totally spoiled.
God never gives a complete triumph to his cnemy,
Thus, for instance, in the beginning, at the time of
‘the Deluge, all mankind wera steeped in sin; and
God, looking dewn from Heaven, said: ¢ [ am
sorry that I created this race; for My spirit is no
longer among them.” Yet, even then did the Al-
mighty God reserve to Himsclf NoAh and his child-
ren ; and, out of the whole race of mankind ; these
were saved in purity and in sanctity, that Géd might
'not be utterly conquered by the devil. Again, when
the Almighty God prepared to rain down fire upon
Sodem, He could net find ten holy men in the land.
And yet, in the universal corruption, Lot and Lis
family were saved. They were holy, where all else
was unholy, and they preserved God iu their hearts,
Again, when, the tribe of Benjamin was destroyed
from amongst the other tribes of Israel, & few were
saved, that God's work might not be utterly destioy-
ed. And so the prophet, speaking of the Jewish
puople, says:  “If the childrgn of Isracl where as
the sands of the sca, yet a remnant shall be saved.”
Thus it is that we find, invariably, that the Almighty
God allows, in IHis wisdem and i His vengeance,
the devil to go to a certain point, and te revel in
destruction so far ; but yet, suddenly he stays him
& Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther.”

"C'his ought te be a good lesson to ns in our day.
T'rue, i6 seems to us in this our day, that this devil
of pride, this devil of infidelity, this devil of revolu-
tion, this devil of self-assertion, is let loose among
the uations, to play riot with the Church of God, to
gtrike the crown from off the Pontiff’s head, to per-
vert the ancient, faithful nation which has upheld
him for centuries, and make it the bitterest cnemy
of the Church, and to deprive the Head of the Church,
for the time, of power. 'To-day, this devil runs riot
in the world, shutting up Cutholic churches, expell-
ing Jesuits, tainting the fountnins of education,
loosening the sacred bouds of marriage and of so-
ciety, blaspheming Christ in the Eucharist, persceut-
ing His priests and bisheps and representatives upon
earth, But we know that, at some moment or other,
and when we least expeet it—perbaps right in the
mid carcer of its apparent glory,~the terrible, in-
vigible hand will be put forth, and a voice will be
heard: #No more—back! So far in My vengeance,
and so far oven in My mercy, I have allewed you,
Back! Let there be peace” Se the Almighty God
trinmphed oven in the fall of Adam, which - brought
death into the werld, polluted our blood, stirred up
the passions, destroyed the equilibrium and harmony
of humen nature, and caused the very beasts of the
forest to assume the savageness that they have to
this day. All nature was tainted except that of
Mary. Her, the hand of the Omuipotent Lord held
‘high above all attacks and atlempts of her criemies :
and in Mary God: has triumphed, in that, in her, Hig
glory has ‘been preserved, sho never having been
tainted with or spoiled by sin,

~'1t is, also, the trinmph of our natwre, my frionds,
If Mary had not been conceived withont sin, e
might have been redeemed, we might have saved.

our souls, as we hope to do now; we might have

.gone_ up 'into the. glory of Heaven ; buta,
human being we: never - could have i -‘;__ﬁ):g.e:l:

would:be & congrégation of penitents if,
‘gt there :-tears-upon their faces ;. but-no'tears upgy
thine; O immaculate Mother! the;blood:of. Chrigt
-pon the, hands of all; but no"“blood'of-thy divip,
Sen-upon thy immaculate hands, O Mary{,The. ug,
fallen ' man “would ‘have’bechia thing 6f the pag
Even in Heaven, the ropresentative of whatGod had
made in Adem wonld be wanting if Mary’wero not
thiere. And, therofore, our nature has triumphed i,
her. Wo may*look up to Heriin Heaven'; ave my
all” contemplate her; and we may glorify.our Iy,
mdnity in Mary withaut -the slightest'fear of prig,
or blasphemy against God, because the humanit
that js-in* Mary, being "conceived without sin f:
worthy of all honor and of all glory. !
I will not compare her in her Immaculate Con.
ception with sinners; I will compare Licr with gy
Saints, and behold how she towers above them, Aﬁ
sanctity,—whether it be wrought out by wonlg of
penance, by fasting and mortification, by laborioy
efforts for the conversion of souls, by utter cOnﬂecr:
tion and sacrifice to - God, by martyrdom, by an )
form of sanctity,—attains to but one thing ; and fhé
is perfect sinlessness and perfect purity of goy)
Perfoct sinlesyness and perfect purity of soy] m(;a:
perfect union by the highest form of divine Igy,
with Almighty Ged. Ged so loves us, dearly bee
loved, that He wishes to have us altogether united'
to Him by that intimate union of the strongest anq
most ardent love. How is it that that union ig not
effected ? Because of some Jittle imperfection somy
little sinfulness, some little crookednessin our’tsoulse
which kecps us from that perfeet union of love with’
God. Now, the aini of all the Suints is to attain ¢,
that ardent and perfect uaion with Ged, by purgino
from their souls,from their bodies from their aﬂ‘ection§
and from their senses every vestige or inclination or
even temptation to sin,  'When they have attained
to that, God crowns their sinlessness with o perfect
unjon’of love, and they have attained to theacme or
summit of their desires, It is here—precisely where
all the Saints have ended— here, precisely where al[
the Saints, tired and fatigued with the labors of their
upward jowrney, knelt down in blessed rest on the
summit of Christian perfection—that Marv’s sanctit
begins ; for, in her Immaculate Conception, she “‘ﬂi
conceived withont sin. No thought, or s}’mdow of
thought “to sin allied” was ever allowed to fall npen
the pure sunshine of her soul, No temptation to
sin was ever allowed to quicken the pulsations of
her sacred heart.  Nothing of sin was ever allowed
to approach her.  Entrenched in the perfect sinless.
ness of her Immaculate Conception, the moment she
was conceived, she surpassed in sanctity,—that is to
suy, in perfect sinlessness, and, consequently in per-
fect union of love with God,—all of the Saints and
Angels in Heaven, This is the meaning of the
words in Scripture, where the prophet says : # Wis.
dom Dbuilt unto itself a houre ; and the foundation

| thereof is laid upon the summits of the holy moun.

tain. The Lord loveth the threshold of Sion more
than the palaces and tabernacles of Judah. You
all know that every word of Scripture las a deep
and God-like meaning. What meaning can these
words imply ?  Apply this to Mary's sanctity; we
find the first moment of her existence upor the
summit of the holy mountain: that is to say her
very first step in life—is dearer to the Lord than
the palaces and tabernacles of Judah ; that i, than
all the cdifices of sanctity that were ever built up
on this earth. This was the beginning—the con-
ception—of the woman who was destined to be the
Mother of God, made man,

_But you may ask me, in that case, it she never
sinned, even in Adam, surcly she stood in no need
ofa Redeemer; surely she was the only one for
whom it was not necessary that God should become
man. God becamnc man to redeem sinners—to save
them ; if this wotnan did not require rédemption or
salvation, why does she say in the “Magnificat”
“ My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit
hath rejoiced in God, my Saviour 7”7 Well, my
friends, she owes as much to the blood of Christ
shed on Calvary, as we do. He was more her Saviour
than ours. Whence came the grace of lier immacu-
late conception ?—whence catne the power that kept
her out of the way when all the rest of mankind
were swept away into the current of sin? It wag
her divine Son, fureseen in the years of His humao-
ity—forescen by the eye of God's justice in the
agony of Mis crucifixion ; it was the blood that was
shed upon Calvary to save us that saved Mary from
ever being tainted with sin. Do you not know that
the Almighty God may save in any way He Jikes?
Do you not know, my friends, that the Almighty
God is not bound to save this soul or that in this or
that particular wny? For instance, the Almighty
God appointed circunicision as the only way by
which original sin was to be removed under the Old
Law. And yet we know that He saved and sancti-
fied Jeremiah and John the Baptist without circum.
cision, and_before; because, although circumeision
was the ordinary way, Almighty God did not tie Ris
own hands, nor oblige Himself never to apply an
extrordinary way. And so, wherever there is 8
human spirit that 1s saved and made fit for henven,
that saving aund that fitness are equally purchased
by the blood of Christ, and by that alone.” It saved
Mary, as it saved us; only in a different manoner. It
saved us by falling upon our sinful headsin bap-
tism j—literally washing away the stain that was
alrendy there ; it saved Mary by anticipating bap-
tism, by removing her from the necessity of the
sacrament, by anticipation. In us this Dlood of
Christ Is a cleunsing grace;-in Mary it was n pres
venting grace. She is saved as much as weare.
For instance, suppose a wisc prophet—a man that
had a knowledge of the future—were to stand on the
seashore, and see & number of persons about to em-
bark on board a ship, leaving for a distant port ; and
that he said to ono of them : “ That ship is going to
be shipwrecked ; do not go on board,” and the per-
son followed his advice and was saved ; the others
went on the ship, and it is wrecked, as was forctold;
the prophet is there, by some mysterious menny,
and saves them all;—he is as much the saviour of
the person who stayed on shore ag of those he saved
on the vegsel after it was wrecked, Andso it i8
with God. He set Mary aside, and His spirit over
shudowed her and saved her, O,how glorionsly
did God save her!—how magnificently Ho vindi-
cated Himself in her l—how kindly and mercifully
He preserved onc specimen of ‘our pure and un-
broken naturcin her! Well might He hold her
forth, ns it were,in His omnipotent hand, to frighten
the devil, aven in the day of his triumph, when He
said, “The woman, O spirit of cvil, whom thot
knowest well, shall crush thy head.” Mary wis
the terror of hell from tho beginning ; because hell
was afraid from the beginning, of the pure, unfallen
nature of man ; and that was sayed only in hor. Let
us, therefore, meditate upon these- things; and, giv-
ing thanks to God for all He did, for the greatest
boon of mercy to our ruce—in that God so sanct
fied a creature that she might be.worthy to approack
Him ;—and endeavor, in our own humblo way,—by
pwifying eur souls, putting awny from us -our sinf
and weoping ovor the follios and orrors that wo havo
allowed to como upon our souls,—thus to fit 0
selves, that, at some mensurable distanco we, 100
may be able to approach Him, and Mary, the Holy
Nother of God. T

An Jowa John lately courted and ongaged to many
s young girl, who, in n miff at some neglect O®
John's part, rovonged herself by marrying Jeasd -
John's father. . John countered by marrying ihe
mother of his rocent: bethrothed—John: becoming .
the stop-father of his.own' step-mother, while Js808
wife was compelled to  becomo the daughter-in-Is™ -
of her step-son. And thus John became his o2
gra: dfather by brovet, Ty

~



