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This exhibition of peace and order and
uneelfishness, in the midst of a divided and
wrangling humanity, at once attracted the
attention of the nstions, It expressed both the
love of God to man, acd the love of man to God,
and also, reluctantly, the love of man to man,
And the world ssid, ‘ Behold how these Chris-
tisns love oue another.’

And it was this oneness of thought and action
and life among Christians which guave Chris-
tianity its power with the world. Hearing the
one thing declsred by all Christians to be the
revelation of God, people were inclined to
listen and a&ccept; seeing the ore life deolared
to be the life of God incarnate, they were in-
clined to live it; beholding one profesced
apoatolio authority, recognized in all lands and
langusges, and respected everywhere, they
were inolined to regard it as from Him who
really gave it, and to obey.

And more than this oNITY prevented waste,
confusion and misdirectior, and yielded the
force of corporate saction. Iv afforded the
Church ¢flmency to do the work nesigned it.
The Saviour knew this, Indced, for that matter,
a1y one knows that God has so com:tituted
things, that, ss far a8 we are informed, this result
invariably ensues, And so Christ, in the hoar
of His agony, when he was preparing for the
grostest love that man hath; for ‘greater love
huth no man than this, that & man lay down
his life for his friend,"-—when he was prepar-
ing for the love that God hath; for ‘ God ocom.
mendeth His love toward us, in that, while wo
were sinners, Christ died for the ungodly,’ died
for those who were not friends. bat ¢ enomies
.+ « by wicked works,’- in the hour of His agony,
with the Apestles (which he had given) about
Him, He prayed for His Honeehold,  Neither
pray 1 for these slone, but for them also which
shall believe on Me, through their word ; that
they may sll be one; as Thou, Father, art in
Me, and I in Thee; that they also may be one
in us; that the ‘ world may believe that Thon
hast sent me'—(Note, & visible oneness the
world can see in order to believe.)—* And the
glory which Thon gavest Me 1 have given
them, that they may be one, even as We are
ove, I in Thee and Thou in Me, that they may
be mude perfect in one; and that the world
may know that Thou bust sent Me, and hast
Joved them as Thou hast loved Mo.'

And after Him, St, Paul, full of His Spirit,
and with a lively sense of the urgent necessity
of the case, says, ' Now I beseech you, breth~
ren, by the Name of cur Liord Joesns Christ,
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; bui that ye be per-
fectly joined together in the same mind and in
the sawe judgment.’

(To be continued )

ASCENSION DAY.

The great forty daye draw to their close, and
the day * which orowned and consammated
the Incarnate Life of our Lord on Earth” is
sgain at hand, Although regarded by The
Church as one of the chief duys set apart in
honor of our blessed Lord,—being preceded by
the three Rogation Days, and having not enly
its special Collect Epistle and Gospel, but also
a proper Proface in the Communion office
prescribed to be eaid, ¢ Upon Ascenslon
Day,’ (olearing indicating a celebration on
that day), and also ‘seven days ufter’—the
experience of the past as to its due observ-
ance would not we fear redound to the oredit
of our clergy gemerslly. It is much to be

feared that in. many parishes the day is as yet
vnobserved by either service or celebration.
Alihough there has been & remarkable advance
smorgst our denominational brethren in the
1ecognition of some of the ohief festivals of the
Chuich, specially Esster and Good Fridsy,

attention to this,—one of the very anoient festi-
vals of the Church Catholic—oan hardly be
expected whilst Churchmen themselves are
indifferent regarding it.

We would express the hope that throughont
this Hoolesiastical Province of Canada there
may be this year & better vecognition of this
festival; and tbat in every parish and mission
8t least one Bervice may be held. The compur-
ative neglect of it says Bishop Barry is *en~
tirely at variance with the intention of the
Prayer Book, In itself it is clear that The
Agcension completing the triumph of the Re-
surrection and being the entrance of onr Lord
in His Mediatorial Kingdom in Glory, occapies
& co ordipate place with the Incarnation, the
Pagsion and tho Resurrection in the manifesta-
tion of Oar Lurd’ Proolus, Archbishop of
Constantinopie speaks of the festival as one
‘of the days whick our Lord has made—aonsid-
ering that the great act of our liord so far
consecrated the day as to need no farther
‘separation’ from common days”; and St
Augustine supposes the observance of the day
to have been of Apostolie origin, 8o thoromgh
and universal was it in his time.

The article of the Creed, He ascended into
Heaven links toguther the dectaration of beliof
in the Resurrection of cur Liord and in His
continuous mediatorial work at the right hand
of the Father, He asconded up on high in His
* vory und true Body and Soul, new immortality
conjuined to His Divinity by which He hath
entered into the Holieat.,” He reoeived *gilts
for men’ and sent in virtne of Hia Ascension
the Holy Ghost to His Apostles to sbido wita
Hig Choroh that the Lord God might dwell
among men. In anticipation ot this glorious #nd
triumphant return of the King of Kings to his
throne the Psalmist sung ' Lutt up your heads
O ye gatos, and be ye lift up yo everlusting
doors and the King of Glory shali come in,’ and
shall we cesse with joyous acolaim to celebrato
the event accomplished ? s

ASCENSION,

The departure of Christ from earth, not
through the gate of the grave, but by & visible
ascension into the heavenly spaos, wss &
reasonable termination to a life which had
bogun, not in the ordinary way, but by
miracle. The Ascension is & sequel to the
birth of Christ and confirms the superpatural
character of Ihe incarnation, It was necesiary
that by this act Christ should show that Ho was

not of the earth, eartby, bat the Lord from
heaven. He stepped of the sarface of this Ler-
restial globs a8 & Being who had come to visit
it from another world and w 8 returning as He
bad come. Heleft no crumbling ashes bohind
Him; He did not vanish as tho soul of man
vanishes in the hour of death. At tho same
time He revealed the destiny of man stter
death. He tanght the world that at the general
resurreciion body and soul, in the case of each
individual, shall be reunited, and shall be
oaught up to meet the Lord in the air.

There is, therefore, something eminently
consoling in the incident of Christ’s Agcension.
It reminds us of our own ascension, Lt suggests
10 us that one day we shall elaim our civzen-
ship in heaven, and leave ‘this dim spot ealled
earth,” as really and completely as Christ luft
it. This is & great thonght and contains a real
truth, The finsl exaltation of the human race,
their reoeption into a lot equsal with the angels,
their association with one uaother in the vieible
presence of God and oircled ronnd by the walls
of Now Jerusalem, these are the transporting
subjects set forth for meditation &t the Ascen-
sion tide, which realizes in tho Person of Christ
tho highest destiny of man., The gates and the
everlasting doors which opened (0_receive Lhe
King of Glory are standing open still to recoive
His followers, for ‘where He is there shall we
be also,'— The Churchman, N. Y.

THE RISEN CHRIST.

“But ohiefly are wo bound to praise Thoe for
the glorious ressurrection of Thy Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord ; who, by His death has des~
troyed death, and by His rising to life again
hath restored to us ovorlasting life, Therefore,
with angles and archangols, and with all the
company of Heaven, we Iaud and magnity Thy
glorious name!” This is tho languagoe in whioch
the holy Church throughout all the world
renders moat high praise for the glorious resur-
reotion of the Son of Man—the Son of God, It
is tho language of adoration, not of definition,

As the woman in the garden, when she recog-
nised her risen Lord, coald only ory *Rabbonil’
and fall at His feet and worship Him, so the
Churoh of Christ has ever bent the adoring knoe
in contemplation of the resmrreotion, and
soldom have hoer sainte or dootors dared to cast
upon the risen body of their Lord tho eyo of &
to0 soarching ouriosity, To St. Paul himgolf
the timoe csme when he no longer even wished
to know Chrixt ‘after the fiesh,’ and later saints
of the Church have no more dared to tell how
Christ rose from tho embraco of doath into His
glorious siate of rosurrection and asoension
than thoy have dared to tell how ‘the Word
was made flash,’ Thoey have believed the ono
fact as they have believed the other; they
have adored tha mystory of both ; they have
daovoully striven to realise how much the two
fuots mean ; and thoy bave shrunk from guoss-
ing what they do not, or may not, mean, The
oue sure corner-stone of Christian faith is this,
that, in whatover way of God's most secrot
operations, ‘Now is Christ risen from the doad,
and beoome tho firat fruits of thom that slept.”
‘How sre the dead raised ap, and with whas
bedy do they come? is an unansworablo quos-
tion when applied evon to the ordinary bodies
of tho dead ; muok more must it for ever ne
pnanswerable when applied to Christ's body ;
yot tho Saviour's resurrection body is the
pattern of the resurrootion bodiea of His saints,
aud somewhat conoerning it has beon recorded
for our comfort. The schoolmen love to linger
in the recorded evidences of its natare which
ure given in Hely Seriptare. 1t ‘dieth no more,'
thoy said; that is, iu its very nature it is
immorta), I.oan suffor no more; in its very
natare, it ia impassible, It rose like vapours
from the Mount of the Asvension, because of its
agili'y, which no material can control, It
counld pass the Jocked door of the chamber
whero the trembling disoiples were assembled,
because of & gquslity of sabtility whioch no
material obstraciion oan impedo, .It could be
handled for the confirmation of the faith of a
true bat still donbting diseiple, and it ate and
drunk in the presence of the whote elaven,
bscause of its reality, Aud even then it bore
the marks of His ,tremendous passion, besuuse
of its ideatity, in all iis majesty of glory, with
the ormoified and apear-piorced body of Ris
bumiliation. All these faots might be told in
fewor words if one should say that, when the
Conqueror of death retarned from ‘preaching
to the spirits in prieon,” and His resurrection
power rovived the uncorrapled body that lay
slesping in the now-made tomb of Joseph, then,
in ope instant, it became & ‘glorions’ and
spiritusl body, stiil retaining overy power of 4
material body, bat no longer subjeat to material
lirnitations or oonstraint, Taut siatement
summarises faots of whioh there is indisputable
evidence, and represonts the fature of the
Christian’s hope. What shall we say thon?
Why say angthing at sll bat this, ‘Rabbonil’
and, like Mary, fall down at His teet and
worship Him ? 'That i3 tho greatj,y and duty
of the Christian at Baster-tide,

We, then, that are strong ought to bear the
infirmities of the weak, and not to please our-
solves,—St Paul,



