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21st---St. Matthew, Ap. E.1
27th-l1th Sunday after Trinity.
29thi-St. Michael and Ail Angels.

of aggressive' Christianity, whn the tern
Christianity imp(ies aggreîsien.?

So far as one cans ee, .he terim as used is
fallacious. By aggressiyv'e;.Christianity is not
tmeant any particular kind of Christianity, but
Ohristianity adopting suci methods as
approve themselves te those who ap-
propriate the title. It is assumed that
the foirm which àgression should take is as
simple as the meaning of the word, and that
the Christianity which takes this fom is alone
worthy to be ocalled aggressive.: But this is not
true by any means. An army is asnach.actinig
on the aggressive ïvhen adváncing by slowi and
d&ious harchés as' when concenrated bfore a
fortress, with its, loading columns engaged ln
the assault. Eager spirits often enough ý chafe,
at delay and pant for action; but, whatever
may be thoir private opinions, thy keep thoir.
ranks and obey ordors. Wore they, te dosert,
and band themselves together, in the hope. of
provlng more aggressive than their fellows,
they would simply imperil the chance of victory
and outlaw themsuelves as mutineers. And yet
a net tl•isIv.ery much what sOmo of our
aggrossive Christians are doing ?

The Churcih lias been slowly marching on
through some seventeen or eighteon centuries,.
whilst the world is not yet conquered, and the
final victory seems as far off as ever. " What
terrible sluggishness ' What intolerable delay' '

"A C??SSIVEo riSo exclaim the new advocates of a guerila
warfare. " Let us show the main body of the

There ismuch virtue in a good phrase, such army what success may bo achieved by in-
as that which heads this article. It attracts at- dependent energy." Yes, and brilliant results
tention, and yet luils suspicion. It is s easily 'are sometimes obtained. We would net wieh

intelligible that all can cbnprehend it, and it fer eue moment te, undervalue thei; but
seems so undeniably appropriato that but few brilliancy is net necessarily allied with per-
think of calling it in question. " Great is the manence, and when such results are achieved

might cf' words; words ay make this way or through want of discipline, no soldier can

that way," so says IHomer, as Englished by awvard than enthuaiastic praiso. "C'est mag-
Mr. Matthw Arnld, and cortainly f phs nifique, mais ceu est pas la guerre " We

"Aggresaive Christianity," ai a splendid in- sympathise heartily with the feeling which

stance of fis power cf words. "Geeraol, animates the volunteer enthusiasts; at the same

Beot has used iowtith ofect. Oters are takcing time, we refuse te credit them with a monopoly
flor' asuised tryite o n. onjur w in of loyalty and devotion. We think that more

up the cry, a-nd trymng to conjure with it on lsiggo gh.bvreltdE hyr-
their own account, and there ean be no doubt lasting good might have resu]ted had the lite-
that it will be some time yet before its energy stramed tr e ami
is finally expended. It may possiblyi befbro Church order.
thon, make " that way," as well as " this way," And.after all-for this lies at the root of the
and, like th chari used by the sons of Sceva, wholo question-what reason have we to sup-
boing où sono who may employ it shame and pose that Christ, the Head of the Christian
nudity. Church, intended His army to make quicker

What, thon, is aggressivo Citristianity as dis- pro s than it bas donc ? No doubt the ad-

tinguished froi Christianity of any otior type? vance seems slow, judgod by, the standard of

Churehmen have bcen taught te boliove that ail man's brief lifetine, but, judged by the stand-
tord cf God' trapuChristianity in this world is aggressive, that G ' eterual purpose, who knows whe-

every Christian is a soldier, sworn in under the ther it is slow or fast? " Tarry thou the

captaincy of Christ, and pledged te fightiunder Lord's leisure" fa surely souud advice for su>'
His banner against sin, the worid, and the devil. man; we canno t quicken the hour-hand of

A Christian who does net fight against these ôteraity by pushing on the miute-haud cf
focs is a disloyal Christian; a Christianity, time
therefore, which is net aggressive, cas be but - Chriatianity is not, thon, least. aggressive
the psendo- 7.Christianity of renogadosad when it gains few converts and seoms almost
traitors. -No doubt thore are a multitude of at a stand-still; its soldiers may be all the time
Christians who prove lamentably ineffectivo advdboing slowIy, without needess noise or
combatants, but the existence bf incapable or tumult, acquiring positions whence, when the
faithless soldiers cannot annihilate. the essential hour is'ripe, their Captain may summons the,
characteristic of an army, and the Church on world to a surrender.
eattfh isa Church militante oven though her Cer.tainly Christs own. t eaching and eXample
mombers are inert and siuggish. By allmeans .seem8 , most' te favor this orderly aggression.
lot us keep the thought before us that Christi- If XdEimedidnot sti4ve nor cry, neither!
anity is an aggressive religion; but, why p wa y volée iead in the streets, we oùht

surélyte hàve verf plain dfrkoions befotac-
cepting .mthodsùotsandtieon bE[fis prac-
tice. Who' hav5 done moË g - th'ast,
the aggressive Çristianswho havefollowed in
Christ's foetsteps, sudxfought forHim with
silent self-suppression; or thp aggéêii4e hris.
tians who havb prefreId the cP i push
method" ou16gzed py
present day? *Why, the ,"pur andpsWh' peo-
ple have te re-write thedlewiTes'taiqenti'to
make it évëh'séem tocoloir théirrbte'edings.
A new editin f te 'Àct of tge4 optI pub-
lished by the Salvation 'A ;il n Lfethe tle
Soldier, shows us whsat thehistory should have
been if trelprinciple!it ise supposed to4lIustrate
wore true. In this -wotkthe Èpodts are ali
generals and majorsand the id lilelujah-
meetings and. the like; but, sojong aB the old
Book holds its ground, wemay:be:excused for
refusing to replace it by a travesty-

To us the conclusioi& of the whÔle matter
seems te tbh: Christianitya a8 ggYeesive
both by profession and by prapticeê; but "Ag-
gressive Christianity," so-called, has far less
value than is by soen 'attributéd to it. What
we want most no*-a.days is bdividual soif-
suppression and rsverence for authgrity. The
commander-'n-chief knQws bestLhow: te place
and when to'movehis forces Let:each soldier
throw ail bis energy into- doing the work
manifestly allotted te him, Lot him not en-
deavor, without regard te discipline, te con-
quer the world by any coup-de-main; lot hini
look rather to eventual« suc.esr: througli the
united action of the. Church in- its integrity
working along such well-conside-ed. lines as
her leaders fool assured have the sanction of
thoir Master.

LA Y READEBi

A subscriber writes enquiring whether "a
Lay Roader is allowed to, or can ho if he
wishes, write his own sermon, as long as it is
according to the forms of the Church of Eng-
land." We unhesitatingly answer, as a gene-
ral rule, no; such a practice being in our
opinion contrary to the usages and-practice of
the Church, as well as to the true intent and
.meaning of the 23rd Article cf Religion and to
the 49th Canon of 1603. We fear, however,
that the practice is one only too common, and
that sometimes.episcopal countenance is lent te
the assumption, under the excuse that the ser-
mon shall be submitted for inspection. We
entortain very strong opinions as te the un-
wisdom of this course; as a rule, we believe it
to be, injurious to the lay reader, whether ho bo
a student in a Theological College aiming at
the mjnistry, or one fulfilling, the ordinary
duties of life with no-such inention';. and we
have no doubt of its being injurious to the
Church. We have beard of yôung_;men, scarcely
in their teens, studonts, used under the plea of
necessity as lay readers, teaching the.,crudest
sort of theology, and most dogmatically assert-
ing that whieh those 'od 1fthe 'priesthood"
would hesitate to touch upon. The- practice
leade to conceit: an d buniptipusness-qulities
far too common amobgstf owp ,ung mon-aud
ie. destructive of that humility whichahould ho
characteristicpf onewhoeaimUis theldiacon-
ate or priesthood And'therê ia ne ed for
theinnovationN t2lcàlleni uoïno*i 'ùt&I*


