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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.
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tain of our Salvatin was made perfect through suf-
ferings, ¢ Christ,”  says Bishop 1iall, < cspoused
his church 1o himself on the bed of his eross, his head
begirt witha pillow of thorns, and his body - covered
with hie own blood ; and itis not mect, shilc the
head was crowned with thorns, tha feet should tread-
oo roses.”  The Church is militant hers, against in-
ternal as weil as external enemics.  The external en-
my proceeds by open violence: to suppress or era-
sticate the truth ; while the jnteraal enemy, hav-
lag the same end in view, proceeds Ly afar dif-
{erent im2thod.  1e commonly professes a love for
the truth, ulls our suspicions asleep, and, presenting
a couaterfeit truth to our eyes, cndeavours to per-
saal2 us that thatis ths truthitwell.  The parable of
the tares is, In this respzet, a prophetic history of the
Chuzeh; the tares rapresent counterfeit truth, in thair
rxs:mblance to the good seed ; they are sown while
1acn 2 ¢ ofl'their guud, and "t s only when they have
ohirined soms root and growvip, that the niurm is elt
and the distinction is pevecived. The ¢remy atiemp's
by no act of violence to erad:cate the g0d sg2d, he is
satisfizd to draw off th2 nou-istment of the soil from
ity to prevent the expaasion of the blad®, and keep off
the genial influance of the air and sun.—But so far as
we nr> parmitted 1o sce, the tim+ in whizh the enemy
#1ws his tares is the .most afllicting circumstance of
alf,  The husbaudinan has toiled—every furrow is
broken 5 the soft winds of heaven blow over the
erumbling glebe ; alternate sun and shower shed their
xlad and genial influcnee around ; and then, when
ihe sced has been cast in, in the full assurance of a
rich return, the cnemy sows has tares.  1lad the has-
bandman not toiled, and left the ground untilled, the
rnemy had haen content to leave the field to the
thorns and tha thistles which it might spontancously
bring forth.  *Twas the cullivation of the ground
which affurded the opportunity for sowing the tares.
1low just the picture of the Chaureh’s trials. The
morc curnestly is the word of God preached, and the
sced widely sown on hearts prepared for jts reception,
the more dangerous are the cflorts of Satan, and the
deeper and the darker arc his schemes.  There s,
therefore, no scason in which we arc more loudly
calledon for watchfulnzss and prayer, than when
exverything around scems prospereus and smiling ; nor
need we look further tian the history of our Church
for the last few years, for an illustration of this truth.
Consider for a moment the position she occupicd at
home and abroad. Long had it been the crime and
reproach of England, that while her navies cncom-
passed the globe, and her merehants were princes of
the earth, she made but little general effort, in return
Tor the tributary riches of forcizn climes, to turn her
vast opporiunities of usefulness to any spiritual ac-
count, by preaching Lo the heathen under her sway
the uascarchableriches of Christ. She left the dark
places of the earth as she found them, < (uHl of the
habitations of cruelty,” ‘The Jndian devotce might
ascend the funeral pyre—the innocent child be erush-
ed under the wheels of Juggernaut ; superstilions,in-
pure and crael—exactions, merciless sid-ecvcre, be
practised ; she cared for none of these things 3 nay,
vhe tolerated and protected them, if she did not make
them a zuilty source of revenue-  Coeval with the
cstablishment of this Socicty, another spirit arose.
Bencrolent Christinns werc gencrally awakened to a
sense of rosponsibitity.  *Twas felt that upwars of
anz hundred millions of heathens, perishing in their
Windness, had some claim on our compassions ; and
then was vindicated the mysterious ways of Ilim
whos: path is in the great waters and whose footsteps
are not known. J.ong had the question been asked—
Why has God invesied Enzland, onc litle spot of
rarth—n seareely discernable speck in the world's
ray—with sach vast resources and illimitable ter-
ritories ¥ The great question wes salved. He
wag preparing o way for the dissemination of the
Gospel, und the enlurgement of his true Chureh ;
and the Cheistian’s haart was Glled with holy triemph
as e saw the word of lifz specding its biessed way to
cvery knowa region of the earth, and witmssed  the
raalization of the visian of St. John, when he heheld
the ““angel fiy throngh the midst of heaven, having
tha evarlasting gospel to przach to all them that éwell
on the earth, to every natisn and kindred and tonguc
and people.”  And, oh, with wha! mrateful homage
i we Lead before the throne, and ulter cur thanks-
givings 10 him who alene doeth marvellensls, as we
):rard, day by day, of the trinmphs of the cress, cf the
hicathen casting their idols to the moies and to 15
hats, Lll the wondzr was presented to our eges of the
apirit’s. wided work at Kishnagur, while all men
were forced Lo exclaim, ¢ the drvs of Pentecost are
eome.”  Thus was the Ciiurch it a shert time sinee
presented to our eyes—awnkened to n sause of res-
ponsibility at home and *abroad—hznaured as the in-
rtrument of everlasting good—crirenched in the «f-
fections ef her children—commanding the komage ¢f
fthose who were without—walking in the foar of the
Lord and the comfort of the }oly Ghost. But, breth-
ren, the tares Lave been sown.  Only think of chap-
lains in India losing the precious opportunities ¢l en-
lightening the heathen in, questions ministering to en-
dless strilc—sceking, Vike Knomish missionaries, tc
captivate the heathen imagination, instead ofto con-

vert the heart=-spoifing the truth with 2 mixture of
vain philosophy sfter the traditions of men—placing
in the foregiound the rites and cercgnonies of rchg'lon,
insicad of its substantial truths, as if to turn men (rom
one species ¢f ritual religion to n'not.hcr,._that that was
1o convert the soul—entering,. like modern llomgsh
snissiorarics, into other men’s labours, not 1o build
up but to destroy, perverting the right ways of the
Lord. Well may we enter into the grief and alarm
of the good Bishop of Calcutte ; and fervently should
we pray to the great head of the Churely, that this
scod man’s hands may be strengthened, and  that he
may long be spared as the faithful and zealous guar-
dian of the truth. I need not dwell on the cllect of the
new views at home. An attempt has been made to
poison the fountain of knowledge, and to send forth
the bitier waters of error and disunion over the land.
Our Church had been deemed the very bulwark of
Christianity, hut the discipics of the new schocl have
done muchto render her an objeet of distrust and sus-
picion. Daily had she been recciving into her bosom
the cnquiring and conscicntious members of other
communions, but now — gricvious is the crime, and
awful the rcaponsibility of these by whom the offence
has come. ‘The youngest amongst us will not live to
see the end of the cvils we deplore.  Butwe are na-
turally anxious 43 inquire into the origln .ol' this late
change ; and i we were oUliged to assign in one _\vo[d
the great cause, we should say, becanse men, wisc in
their own imaginations, turned to other sources than
the Bible for the information and direction of their faith
—*¢ {0 the traditions of men, after the rudiments of
this world, and not afier Christ.”>  As regards ex-
ternal symbols, we know that the only image used in
pubtic worship, and that atter a long period, was the
picture traced by the workers in glass of the city of
Alexandria on the communion chalice, of the Good
Shepherd earrying hdme on his  shoulders the !osl
sheep which had strayed into the wilderness.  That
images werc not used, or any symbolical representa-
Lions in the very ancient Church, we have abundant
authoritics among cven Roman Catholic writcrs to
testify. Chatcaubriand, not very long siace Prime
Minister of Franee, a mun of undoubted genius and
learning, and at the same time a devoted son of the
Chureh of Rome, thus expresses himself in & book of
modern travelsin North America—< When Christian-
ity sprung-up amidst a civilized world and spectaeles
of Paganism, it was simple in ils czierior, rigid in its
morality, metaphysical in its arguinents, because it
aimed at drawing from error people seduced by the
senses or misled by system of philosophy. Wlen
Christianily passed from the delights of Rome and cf
the schools of Athens to the forests of Germany, it
surrounded itself with pomp and images, for the pur-
posc of enchanting the symplicity of the Barbarian.”’—
Chateanbriand had too much houesty to wrest, 6o
much learning to deny the plaincst fucts on historical
record : he makes a defence, ingenious and clognent,
for the use and intreduction of images and exterior
pomp, but he candidly admits that ¢ from the begin-
ning tt was nol 90.>’ Only think, my brefaren, thut
amidst the full light ef gospel truth, the importance of
postures and forms should be so magnificd, and that
the simple effusions of our beautiful Liturgy ehould
be uttered by the officiating Minister, with his back
turncd 10 the people, in a tone and manner better sui-
ted to the low muttcrings ofheathen incantations. Ard
yet alt this is dfcnded on the ground of Christian an-
tiquity, while the fact is incontrovertible, that among
the various Churches o antiquity ro uniformity in
customs, habits, prayers, or Church falrics, prevail-
ed ; and touching this tarning to the cast, we know
thatl in the cnthegrul;ol'thc Syriaw Antioch, the aliar
(for we will not quarrel for a werd) and the principal
windaw faced the west. A real or” supposcd confor-
mity to the spirit ard practices of the curly Fathers,
is no doubt, a source of consolation to a Christian
mind ; but we must not forget that the solemn cd-
wonilion, ““ccase ye (-nm man,* is ot only the.war-
ning of inspired wisdom, bul the dsar-bought Josson
of melancholy experience. ¥ enrtertain oo serions a
respeet (or my present auditery, too jealousan appre-
hension of the evils that might he cftected by (he ex-
perimeat, to bring in detailed enumeration before yei
the errers and infirmitics of many of the mos! distin-
guished Fathers of antiquity : but what will the ad-
mirers, or rather the worshippers of antiquity (mony
of whom really worship ¢ 1hey know not what’’)
aay 10 a practice which we know preveiled, of popu-
lar preachers being applauded during their discourses,
as in a public theatre—of the preachers themselves
ealiing: fur the plandits of the people ; while the house
of God, ins‘ead of presenting the solcmn atillness of
heart-searcling and conscicree-struck sinners, re-
echozd to the acelamations of an excited auditory, wheo
had heaped to themscelves teachiers, having itehing ears.
What will the advocates for ceclesiasticel subordina-
tice aad ordar say to the well-known faet, that the
celebriot+d Origes had been suflered to prene) in the
Churelies thronghout an extensive district befere hie
was admitled to the ¢ flice of cither Pricst or Deacen 2
ifwe venerate antiquits, let us love it in its inspir-
A form. Tha ceriplures ¢f the Ol Testament con-
iain rome of the most ancient records in the werld s

1nd surely the seriptures of the New festament must

he the ol]ch’ Christian document wc.lm\'e. With alt
their (aults, infirmities, and irrcgularitics, the ancient
Fathers posscssed ore virtue, which shonld endenr
their memories to cvery sincere lover of the Bible,
They upheld and maintained, with a holy simplicity
and ardent eloquence, the fulness, sufliciency, and
completencss of the written word, (or .all the purposen
of Christian hfe anddoctrine. This isa facttco of-
ten overlooked, as well as a merit that cannotbe over.
rated,  Ifect that 1 hare too long detuined you by
matter which is mercly preliminary, from the two im-
portant questions which I propose toexamine.  Tst—
10w, with regard 1o these new views, are we 1o guide
onr judgments. 2dly—IHow are we to regulate our
pract'ce, .
To be continued.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

High hapes were entertained of the King of
Prussia, when in Englapd, that he wonld 'qur-
sue a liberal course in his own_country. This,
it now appears, is nol the case, if several articles
in recent English papers are to be received as
correct. For our part, we never could divest
ourselves of the fear that ht was geing too far for
those whohelieve that Puseyism is allied to Po-
pery. Read this:—¢ The King of Prussia has
revived the order of the Swan, created by Joach-
i I., Elcctor of Brandenburg, in 1440, in honour
of the Virgin Mary, and as areward o persons
emment for their Christian virtues. The order
was abolished by Joachim II., 1539, when he
had embraced the doctrines of Luther,  The per- -
son on whom the Xing has bestowed the order, is
the Queen. His Majesty recently placed the
image of the Virgin, which is the principal or-
nament of the order, round the neck of the royal
consort, in presence of the whole court.” —Gafig-
nani.

In the London Walchman there is a Pelition

tothe House of Commaons,in hehalf of the Scotch
Church, signed by thirty-four Wesleyan Minis-
ters resident in London and its vicinity,~—the
names of the Missionary Secretaries, the Editor
of the Magazine, and the Book Steward, heing
first,  Should we have room we may jinsert the
whole document; al present ap cxtraclt must
suffice.  They say, < In the judgment of your
petitioners, the distressing and injurious resnlls
of a final refusal of the Legislature to afford the
desired relief to these whose consciences will
compel them, in that case, to take up a new and
different position, will not be confined to Scotland
and its Church, but must eventually lead to con-
sequences which will endanger the stability of
other Churches, and weaken the other Protestant
institutions of the emypire 5 inasmuch as, in the
opinion of your petitioners, it will he impossible
to defend, on Scriptural prounds the Established
principle itself, if it once become plain_and un-
questionable that the-advantages of an Establish-
ment, whatever those advantages may be, wiil
only be conceded by the State on the condition
that a Church so specially conntenanced and ens
conraged shail purchase ils distinctions, Poncure,
and privileges, by the necessery sacrifice of its
svirilunl liberlies, and the violation of its piritu~
al allegiance (o the Loxd Jesus Christ,*?—Chris,
CGuardien.
. Awiiterin the Zondon Evangelical Magaezine
in speeking-cf o neightonring clergyman of the
Fstablished Church; and a {toreugh Puseyite,
represents hilm 25 so exemplifying the Oxiord
epirit, that in order to save his parishioners from
the taint of evangelical religion, he has-burned a
number of the publications of the London Reli-
zious Tract Sociely, ameng which are the lives
of Janeway, and Flavel, and Dunyan’s Barren.
Fig Tree!' The Bivle, il may be expected, will
share the same fate.—Preshylerian.

THE GrEar CoxrricT,—The helief is expressed
by the leading Tractarians of Osford, that the * tive
sysiems of deetrine,”” which lie calis the ¢ Catholic
and Genevan,” by which we understend formalism
and spiritual religion, “ ure now, ard probably for
the last time, in confliet.” We rcho the sentiment :
the conflict willbe a dreedful one—n war of exter-
mination—c( principles. I ““the signs of thic times*?
are not mistaken, this country will constitute 1le
theatre of that struggle, and the Great Yalley of the
West, already the scene of euch animating,intercst,
way be the Wat rloo ef tenth and error. Y 2uch a
contest, whatever may be the valne cf the fortifed
peets fumdaked by cur cdueationa! inatitutions, cr of
the stecng pholanx of cdueated and plous minicters,
theartibery of the prese, cud the ervalry corps which
our celporienrs will fizrnish, will te found no invalu-

eble forces in thg great struggle.—Jm. Trect Sce.
Mcssenger, ’ »



