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long antcr!or' to thc Chistian era, in making impressions
upon the brickwork o)f Nineveb and Babylon.

bch invention of printing in mod;rn times, like many
othcr so-called inventions was oniy a re-discovery, if indeed.
tlic art of 4tamping pottery liad ever been forgotten, or dis-
used. Tlic civilizatim of antiquity lias been greatly under-
rated by sonie modern xwiters, who have ascribed to the
ancients an ignorance of înany art., whicbi werc wvell known
ta tlim, and wvcrc aftcrwards lost to the hunian race during
the dark ages.

Mr. Wcndell Phillips in bis oft-repeatud lecture on - The
Lost Arts," bas shown very plausible reasons for believing
tîxat the ancients wec acqu.xinted withi the use of the
microscope, and even of the telescope. Howevcr this may
bc, steamn was certainly used as a miotive force in machincry.
and applied by the inventor to engines for raising wvater
from the Nule a Century before the Christiai era; the steamn
not acting as in our miodemn engines. upon a piston.rod
witbin a cylinder, but being thrown in jets upon paddles.
lîke tliose of a steamiboat wvhecl or wvater whecel. If. then,
the ancients wvere acquaînted xvith the principle of printing.
the question arimes wvhy they neyer applicd it to the multi-
plication of books, as tle idea of the prcss would naturally
be suggested as soon as the art had become known.

It lias frequently becîx reniarked that great inventions in
the useful arts, appear in history only wbien occasion cails
.for tlxemi, and an eminent American scholar bas advanced
the theory tbat the reason wvby the cîvilized ancients did not
apply the arts of printing ta books, is that the existence of
slavcry aniang thenx rendcred it unnecessary. Slavery
among the ancients difeecd in niany important respects
from that wlîich existed in the Southeni States witbin our
recollection. In the latter, the race iii servitude differed
from that of the masters, and its memberi wvere not. only but


