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privy Couneil, a. court of British
judges. Great Britain and Canada
pay allegiance te a common flag, at
once the. emblem and the. legal war-
rant cf a British proteeterate over
Canada and cf British rights on
(Janadian soil -and in Canadian
waters. Canada relies ahnost selely
upon Great Britain for protection on
landi aud sen. Canada is represented
at the courts of foreign nations by
Brltiiïl embasuies. Slie exercises ne
separate voice in the framing of in-
ternational laws either cf pence or
war. Sh. is net recogniged as an ini-
dependent kingdom by a single for-
eign Power; if she bas; reaç,hedj ber
maijority it cértainly has net yet been
ae*newledged by a single fereigu
atate. Ir, ail international relations,
lndeed, Canada is wholly devoid cf
the attribut., cf political indepen-
donc.. Internationally, Canada is
stil ini the. state cf legal infaney. We
Shoiild alwaYs keep in mnud, toc, that
international relations are the only
relation. wbich make an independent
nation. No amount cf self-govern-
ment in home or internai affairs eau
make an independent nation. If
pewers of internal self-government
made a nation, then any ebartered
eompany which o'wned and oeeupied
a plot cf ]and migbit laim to be an
independent nation. Tt is the.
aeknewledged righit te treat directly
with other nations -which makes a
nation independent.

There is, as we bave already sug-
gested, only one important exception
te tiie ruleý that Canada i net inter-
nationally independent, and tbat is
her admittcd right te niake culstoins
or fiscal treaties or pacts with otiier
foreigu nations. But these treaties
are ne longer supposed te affect tbe
peitical status cf nations. They
are now, fer tbe most part, regarded
as economie or buisiness pacts and net
as political treaties. National rigbts
are based more upon personal rights
and rights of preperty than u-pon
trade riglits. Trading transactions
are naturally of a private eliaracter,

and, therefore, Iargely beyond the
control of Gov'ernnients. The Britiali
free trade system. at least frankly
aeknowledges the futility of govern-
mental interferenc with the natural
course of trade and commerce.
J>rimarily geverimnts are not busi-
ness or trading institutions. The
primary ebjeets of governet ai-
ways have been to frame constitu-
tions, to inake laws, to provide for
national defence, and to inake wars
upen and treaties of pence with
other nations. Industry and com-
merce are merely secondary subjeets
of legisiation, and the wisdom of
direct goverimental interference in
these subjeets is at best higlily <pies-
tionable. Mýr. Ewart confesses that
lie dees not apprehiend that any
danger cf political. annexation will
emnerge frein the pending reeiprocity
pact witb the Ujnited States; why
then does he regard Canadian eus-
toms autonomy as any evidence of
our political separation frein Great
Britain?

If Canada is not an independent
state internationally, neither is she
whoUly independent even in purely
home or domestic goveriment. WVe
owe Great Britain for our entire
systeni cf law. We inherit the.
Common or Case Law of Englaud
complet.. Not a f ew statutes, toc,
of thie British Parliament, as, for
example, the. Colonial Laws Validity
Act, the Foreign Enlistinent Act, and
some phases of the Bankruptey
Aets, extend te thi. Colonies by ex-

pres wods r ncesaryintendiment,
affeetiug as tiiey .do the personai
nits of Canadian eitizens and even
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