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(Registered according to Art of Parliament in the Ottice of the Minister of Agriculture.] earnest conference, s1 eaking in low tones. Fromi
the animateal nianner of the old man and the1

OU R CENTE N N IAL ST ORY. freluent exclamations of the younger, it a1
evi ent that important information wss beingi
communicated by the one to the other. During
a pause in the conversation, Donald produced a
amalt paper parcel whieh lie handed te RoderickHE BASTONNAIS: Hardinge. i h eto î ade

inaste, sai li, i a 1wadna hae lott it for
A TALE OF THE AMERICAN INVASION 0F CANADA IN 1775-76. the wald."

Roderick wrappcd the parcel in bis bandanna,
ByJOHN LESPERANCE. and carefully placed it in bis bresst pocket,

Byafter wbicbi lie buttoned bis coat to the chm.
At the end of haîf an hour, the two men pre-.

BOOK 1. other course than obedience. If lhe lîad any cu- pared to separate.
iosity or suspicion, both were relieved by the '«I will now burry across," said Roderick.

furtier order to keep ont of siglit, but within" And yon, Donald, returît to the inn. You
RE GATHERING 0F THE STORM. bailing distance,unutil bis services should be m"twahou rstoer ille m orilt, i.

required. The signai was to be a whistle "And yhouror se?"l e m orchs i.

ten illtwele. s wehav s ngui wsar from He's knockit np for gude, sir."

BLUE LIQIITS. l observant of evrtigthat a before him. ciThen g et another anîd the lest you can find.
Buly ee soevpi fterhotizixg ,hiay.H ere are filty sovereigna. Use then freely ini Hia

ood leaning beavily on ha carbine. High B hi emre wassoeit o trIc hoizto w hehigb i>ajesty's iame."
[>ely percli, lie slowly promenaded bis eye, road leading fron Levis over the table-land of Donal bed ake andlwagd hu e

dusk landacape spread ont before lin. It the Beauce back to the foresta. It was evidentiy fore1dwn, me aae aoddy. Tahge ure-

lIour of mnidnight and a faint star-liglit from tbis direction that the object of bis watch scewelot'testtmets."
utlincd the saient features of the ecene- wvas to turnunp. And lie was not disappoinited. "Au nd wenîet heetagin mdnih
1ind linr wound the valley of the St. Juat as the firat stroke of twelve sounided from cend uon it, reaaiunleast mdhe apclo

black with the shadows of pine and the turret of Notre-Dame Cathedrai, a bine lighit cr ebesond ucat andbnes me rupso ono
* efore Iiîn rose t1ipe craga of Levis, shot into tbe air from a point on this road, not tetli isho' cth Cadièrý e. u ooeo

rind were the level stretches ot the Beauce. more than a bundred yards from the river bank. t eyer fik o ear CDoald;iaèraio's et

[eft the waterfall of Montmorenci boomed Roused by the sigbt, Roderick straightened lini- cneer ea foald; soldir' teaing lik

,tened. To bis riglît lay sulent and de- self up, snatclied bis carbine from. bis left side, yu
tbc Plains of Abrabamn, over whidh a tlîrewv it ni> on bis riglit slionîder and presentcd The young officer entered bis boat and mi-

f sngune lor scmcdto ove. ais mediately bent to the oars. The old servant
tly under iîn slept thc ancient city of The sixtl stroke of midnigbit was just bieard, walked np the hli leading to Levis, and wvas

ain. A few ligits were visible iii the when a second blue liot darted skyward, butsonatnthdaks.
this time tully ifty yards îîcarer. The mai> wlo
fired it was evidently runîning toward the
river.

Roderick mnade a step) forward anîd uttered a
low cry.

The iast stroke of the tîvelve lad lardly been
hieard, wlen a third liglit wlîizzed up from tlîe
very briink of the river.

Roderick turned briskly rounîd sud gave a
shrill whistle. The faithful soidier, whose watch
lie lad assumed, immediatciy rushed forward,
had biseinuaket thrust back into bis handa, with
an ijunction front Hardinge to keep silence.
The latter had harely time to recede into the
darkness wlen thc relief-guard, consîsting of a
corporal and two pivates, camîe to the spot and
the usual formaiity ofcehanging sentries was3 gone
through.

il.

BEYOND THE RIVER.

Witb a tbrobbing heart, Roderick Hardinge
waiked rapidly over the brow of thc citadel iîîto
Upper Town. He glauced up at the Chateau as
lie passed, l2ut thc liglits which wcre visible
there two hffursbcfore, werc now cxtinguishced,
and the Governor wss sleeping witbout a dreanr
of thc misclief that was riding ont upon the vity
that niglit. He passed thrmugb thc square and
overhead thc wasssii of the officers over their
winc and carda. He answered the challenge of
thc sentinel at the gate wbich guardcd, the
heigbts of Mountain Hill, and doubied lus pace
down that winding dcclivity. The nid bill lias
been thc scene of many an historie incident, but
surely of noue more monentous than this mid-
niglit waik of Roderick Hardinge. Along thc
dark, narrow streets of Lower Town, stunîibling
over StOneS and sinking into cavities. Not a
soul on thc way. Not a sign of iife in> the
square, black ware-houses, with ticir barricades

*of sbeet-iron doors and windows.
lu twenty minutes, the young officer had

reacbed tlhe river at thc point wbcrc now stands
*the Grand Trunk whiarf. A boat witb two oars
lay at bis feet. Witlout a moment's hesitation

r le stepped into it, unfastened thec dam tiat
held it to the bank, tbrcw the oars into their
l ocks, and, with a vigorous troke, turned thc

rboat's ijose to the sonth shore. As le did this,
biseyc g lanced upward at the city. There it stood
abovýe lini, sulent and unconscions. The gi-

sgantic rock of Cape Diamond towered over lin
Ias if exultant in ita own strength and in

mockery of hie forebodinga. He rowed under
-tie steru of the war-aboop. A solitary lantern
hung from ber bows, but no watchman lailed
him from bher quarter.

Il "The Horse Jockey is evidently a myth for
-tiem al," he murmured. " But he will soon be

d found a terrible reality, and if's Roddy Hardinge

The St. Lawrence is not so widc above Qucbec
Sas it is at other places along its course, and iii
-a quarter of an bour, thc oarsman had reacled
h is destination. As tic keel of bis bat grated

It on the sanda, a iman tepped forward te mccl
h in. The officer sprang ont and slapped bim

-on the aboulder:
;0 "lGood old boy, Donald."

b- "Thanka to you, maister."
v Punctual to a minute, as usual, Donald.'
t Aye, ir, but 'twas a close scratch. Thc horse,
f 1 fear, féecs it mair than I do."

"1,No donît, no doubt. Rode mucli?

5. 6 reigi m on ten hours, ir, and nae lked
a IlOh, but my heart lcaped, Donald, when1

e saw yonr first rooket. I couid hardiy believE
s- ny cyca."
to IlJî'st saved my distance, xnaiste'x If I liad
r brokexi a gairtî, i would lave been too late. Bul
o0 it's dune, ir."
n 11Yes, old friend, and wli doue."
o0 Thie two nien then entered upon a long an>(

AT THE CHÂTEAU.

Roderick reacled tice nrtl shore in safcty. Heie
fasteîued bis boat to the sane green, water-worn 1
bulwark front wluichi licliîad iooscned it notE
more tîau an lion> before. He walked Up tot
tic city aiong the samne route which lic lad
previously followed. Nothiîîg bad changed. -

Everytbing ivas profoun dly quiescexît. Every
body was stili aslccp. If lcconrted secrcsy,
lie nust lave becît content, for it was evident
that no one liati been a witîiess of his strange
proccedinga.

Wlcn le got witbin the gates of Upper Town,
biis iuace slacklencd perceptibiy - It w-as not lies-
itation, but tieliberation. He pansed a moment
in front of the barrackQ. TIc lights in theE
oficers' quartera ucre ont and no sounti camne
fi-oui tIhenîcas-roon. This circumatance scemed
to deter Iiîn froîn entering, and he continucd
ou his way direct to the Chatesu St. Louis.
Having pa8ssd tIc guard satisfactorily, le
rapped londly at the main prtai. An ordcrly
wbo was sleepinîgin bis c oMes, on a lounge in
tIc vestibule, sprang to bis feet at once, snatch-
cd up bis dark lanterru fron. behind the door, sud
ol>ned. Thnowing the liglît upon tIc face of
bis visitor, le cxclaimed : 1

" Halioa, Hardinge, wbat tic deuce bringa
you lere -at this diareputeble hour ? Couic in,
it's llasted cold."

i want te sec His Exceliency."
" Surely not juat now. lie was ailingîlsat

eveuiîug sud retireil cariy. I do't tbink lie
wouid fancy beiîîg drmnmed up before day-
ligit."1

11Very sory, but I muat sec lin."
"Some littie scrapc, ch ? Waut tIc old

gentleman te get you out of it lefore tIc towu
gets wind of it," said tic ordcrly, who by this
tine was tioroughiy awakc sud disposcd to bc
in good humour.

" Somcthing fan more serions, Simpson, 1 an
concerued to say. You know I would not cal
here at sucli an heur without the moat urgent
cause. I really muet sec tic Governor. sud at
once."

Thia was saide itbout any signa of imîpatienîce,
lut in su earnest s way, that the orderly, who
knew his friend wcil, feit thuat thc stummous
could not le denied. Hie, thenefore, proceeded at
once to lave the Goveruior awakencd. Witl
more clerity tian ither of tic younig nmen lad
lookcd for, that officiai rose, dressed sud steppeti
into lbis amti-chamber wbere le sent for Har-
dingo to neet lin. After a fcw words of
apoiogy, the latter unfolded to Hie Excellcxîcy
teco'bject of lis.vîsit. *.lie statedti tat whilc

every body in the city was busyiuag himseif
about tIe invasion of the Colony t'rou> the wcst,
by the Continental army nuder Montgomery,
the othen ivadiîug column fron the east, umder

jArnold, was almoat compietely lost sigit of.
1For bis part, lie decciand tlat lie coîîsidered it
tthe more dai>gcrous of tbc twaiu. It was con-
iposcd of somc very choice troops, lad becu or-

ganzed under the cye of Washington binseif,
nndwas conuîndcd by a dashiîg fellow. lu

addition to uis other qualities, Arnold lad the
incalculable advantage of a personal kîuowlcdgc
of thc city fron several visita which lic lad
quite iately pxiid it for commercial pur-

poe.TIc people of Queleceseemcd compfete-
i lteiguore.Arnoid's expedition. Tlcy bad a
notion that it was or wouid le snlncrgedi some-
wiere anuong tic cascades of tic Kcnnebcc, or,

eat lcast, that it wonld neyer succecti in penetrat-
iiîjso fiar as the fromtier at Sertign.

d he Go verîtor w-rapped lus dressing gnwn more
[t closcly about liii, tlincw bis hîcat back on the

piilow of bis arn clair, and gav-e vent to a littie
yawn or two, as if mu geutie wonder wletier

di rit wver>ewort w-lue to ouse lim frm i lim

(2bateàu of St. Louis -where the Civil Giovernor
resided, aud ini thc guard-roonîs of the Jesuit
iarracks on Cathedral square, but tIc reat of the
capital was wrappcd in the solitude of gloom.
Not a aounid was heard in the narrow streets and
tortuoua defiles of Lower Town. A solitary lanîp
swung froîn the bows of thc war-sloop in the

ie.odlaig evl nli abn.T
rie.odlaig evl nbi abn.T

have judged mcrely from has attitude, one wonul
have said that lie was doing soldicr's duty witb
oiily a iecbanical vigilance. But sncb was not
tIc case. Neyer was sentry set upoîî watch of
beavier responsibility, aud neyer was watcb kept
titli keener observation. Eyc, car, brain-the
whiole being was abaorbed in dnty. Not a siglit
escaped hin-from tic changes of cloud iin the
lowernîg aky over the offing, to the dccpening of
shadows in> the alley of Wolfe'a ('ove. Not a sound
passed uîleard-fron tic. fluttening wing of the
sl>arrow tiat bad but its winter ucat iii the guîîs
of the battery, to the swift dash of tic chipmnnk
over the brow'n glacis of tIc fortifications. Stand-
ing there on tIe loftiest point of the loftiest
citadel ini America, bis martial forni detached
froin its bicak surroundixîga, andi clearly defiucd,
like a block of sculptured marble, againat the
darkli orizox-ailent, alone aîîd watchfu-he
was tbc represeîîtative and cutodian of Britishi
power ini Canada in the bour of a dread crisis.
He lfeit tic position and bore huxself accordingly.

Roderick Hardinge was a higb-spinitcd young
feilow. Hie bclonged to the beaudful of militia
wlîich guarded tIc city of Qucbec, and hie rcsented
tihe imputations whicî had been continually cast,
diîig thc preceding two montîs, on tic cfficiency
of that body. Heckncw tiat the Americans had
earried cvcrytliuxg before thein in the upper part
of tic Coloiiy. Schuyler had occupicd Isie-aux-
Noix witlout striking a blow. Five bundrcd
rcugiiiar,'and one lnndrcd volunteera lad surren-
dered at St. Johns. Bedeli, of New Hampshire,
lad captureti Cbamlly with immense stores of
provisions andi var material. Montgomnery wus
mîaroing with lis whole-ammy againat Montreal.
'l'ic garrison of that city was too feeble to sus-
tain an attack and miuat yicid to the enemy. TIen
wouid come the turn of Quebcc. Indeed, it was
wll known that Quebec w'as thc objective point
of the Americau expedition. As the fail of Que.
bec lad sccurcd tie conqucat of New France by
thie Britishi in 1759, so the capture of Quec
w'as exîected to secure tic conqucat of Canada
iîy the Americans in the winter of 1775-76. This
was perfcctly nndenstood by the Continental
<'ongiess at Phladeiphia. The plan of canîpaign
was traced out with this vicw for Gencral Seluy-
1r, sud wheu tlat officer reigncd the command,
owîng te illiem, aftcr bis success at St. Johns
Mlontgonîcry took up tic saine ides *andi deter-
iined to carr it ont. Frorn Moutreal le ad-
dressed a letter to Congresa in wlicl le said
pithily : '"till Quebcc is taken, Canada iE
uiîconquercd."

Rodcrick Hardinge was painfully awarc thai
the authiorities of Quelece ati little or no confid-
enice iin the ability of the militia for tic pur.
poses of defence. It was neccssary ini the interesi
of that body, as well as in the -ixtereat of th(
>ity, that this prejudice isbould le explodcd.
Ilaiîdiîîge undcrtook to do it. No time was t(
be lost. In a tortuight Quebec migit le inveat.
cd. He set to work with the assistan ce of onli
onue tricd companion. Their project was kcpi
a profound secret even fromi the commander o
the >'corps.

It is was tic niigt of the 6t1 November, 17 75
Hardinge left beatiquazters uxixoticed and un
attcnded, aud proceeded. at once to the furthes
outpost of tic citadel. Hie was iailcd ly thi
seittinei sud gave the counltersigu. Then, address
iing the soidier by naie-tIc mn belongcd t
lus owîî rcginieit -le or<ercd hi to baud ove
lus musket. No >1 urestious wcrc asked antilx,
cx 1>aîatioxîs wcre given. Hardinge was ai
olh'-er anid ilesimple niiiitiauîian eaw'il,
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and very perceptible warnith.
"This p-ircel may.I proi).ibly aFýIst Y>ur Ex-

TF

He st(
ou li Io i
over the
wvas the
harely oi
ry. Bel
Charles
taxuarac
andi bey(
To Ilus i
anid gliai
scrted t
vai>or of

l)ireci
('baiîipli

JNUARY 1ST, 187 6

lumbers for the sake of ail this information
ýith which hie was quite familiar already. But
ie Governor was a patient, courteous gentleman,

id could not believe that even a nilitia oficer
ould presume 80 far on bis good nature as
ýme to huan at such an hour, unless lie had
ealiy something of definite importance to coin-
nunicate. He, therefore, did not interrupt lis

isitor. Roderick Hardinge continued to say
;at fearing lest Arnold should pounce like a
rulture upon the city wyhile most of the troops
)f the Colony were with General Carleton, near
Lontreal, and in the Richelieu peninsula, and
'hile, consequently, it was inan almost defence-
us condition, lie had determined to find ont for
imself all the facts connected with his ap-
roach. It might be presumption, on bis part,
ut lie had not full confidence in the few reports
)n this head which, had reached the city, and
wished to satisfy himseif froin more personal
3ourcee.

Here Ris Excellency sniiled a little at the
iogenuous confession of the subalterni, but a mo-
rent later, lie opened1. bis eyes vjery wide, -when
Roderick told lim in m'inute detail aIl the ceir-
unstances whicli we have niarrated in the ip'e-
eding chapters.

IdYour mai), Donald, is tboroughly reliable?"
Lueried the Lieutenant Governor.

IdI answer for him as i wouid for myseif. He
was an old servant of my father's ail through
lis campaigns. "

IdHe says that Arnoldlas crossed the line ?"
Id Yes, Your Excellency."
IdAnd that lie is actually marching on Que-

bec?"
"Yes, Your Excellency."

An d that lie is within - ? "
Sixty miles of the city."

The Lieutenant Governor plucked bis velvet
bonnet from bis hiead and flunig it on the table.

"dDid you say sixty miles?"
ISixty miles, Sir."

Hia Excellency qnietly took up bis cap, set
it on bis liead, tlirew liimself- baçk in hit seat,
placed bis elbows on the elbows of the chair,
closed bis palîns togetber perpendicularly moved
them up and down before bis lips, and witîi
hiis-eyes cast to the ceiling, entered upon this
littie calculation.

Id 9xty miles. At the rate of fifteen miles a
dlay, it will take Mr. Arnold four days to reaceh
Levis. This is the seventh, is it not? Theii,
on the eleventh, we însy expect that gentle-
mnan's visit.",

"lArnold will make two forced marches of
thirty miles ecd, Your Excellency, and arrive
opposite this city iin two days. This is the
seventb ; on the ninth, we shah sc bis van-
guard on the heiglits of Levis. "

Il Ho! Ho! And is that the way the jolly
rebel is carrying on ? He xnust have had a won-
derful run of iuck ail at once. The last we heard
from him, bis men had mutinied and were about
to disband."

"That was because they were starving."
"And hanve tbey been filled, forsooth?"

IdThey bave, sir."
44By whom V"

.a"dBy our own people at Sertigan and furtber
aong the Chaudière.

"But borses ? They are known to have iost
them ail in the wilderness."

IdThey have been repiaced."
"dNot by our own people, surely."
IdYes, air, by our own people."
IdImpossible. Our poor farmers have beenrobbed and plundered by these rascals."
1 Excuse me, Your Excellency, but these

rascals ýay and pay largely for whatever they
require.,

IdIn coin 1"
"No, sir, in paper."
"Their Continental pa pe
"The aie."
IRaga, vile ragS."

" .That may be. But our farmers accept thein
ail the same and freely."

Roderick bere produced the smali parcel which
lie had deposited in his breast pocket, and havinig
unfolded it, drew forth severai slips which lie
handed to His Excellency. They were specimens
of American currency, and receipt8 signed by
Arnold and others of his offilcers for cattie and pro-
visions obtained froin Canadian farinera.

Indeed, " continued the young officer, "Your
Excellency will excuse me for saying that, froîn
ail the information in My possession-informia-
tin po wic Iinistth yo ca i-, ictl


