
376 SKETCHES ON A JOURNEY.

waves of fire, and then falling with a graceful feeling so sympathetie, as that which calis pe0 '

swell, lay scattered like a shower of sparkling pie together to eat and drink. The captain, with

gems. experienced foresight, liad summoned the ladies

We were sitting on a solitary bench, on the to take their places first, and those gentlemen

lower deck, absorbed in Miss Bremer's charmnîg wh'bo were fortunatelv attachied to ladies-and it
story, " The Midnight Sun," when the gorgeous was wvell for thein that this priority was estab-

colors began to deepen, and extend far above the lished before the bell rang-in(l the crowl rushe

horizon; and the book was thrown aside in the in en-masse, and began a furious attack upon the

midst of one of the author's mcost grapbie descrip- eatables. A matronly person who had i dropP0

tions. But fancy, now the main incident of the in from the last stopping place, and declared shîe

tale, with the scene arouncd, and the climson liad been riding since sun-rise, and eating 0
glow lingered so long in the sky, that one almSt thing but a bit of bread and cbeese, which no One

expected to see the midnight sun of Sweden, could doubt, salutei me with the questiOn'

rising over the mountains of New England. " Are you up to a pice of fish this mornio

But "ail that's bright must fle," and so at ma'am?" Too dult to comprehend her mean

length the last rosy tint melted away. the sky at once, I looked at ber with a puzzled air, whiCý

resumed its cerulean hue, and the stars came she answered by taking a huge piece of fish 60

forth an innumerable host, twinkling with ail her fork, and reaching it towards ne, thereb

their might, because the moon was not there to intimnating that she onily asked me to partake 0'

outshine them. The shores became indistinct, the tempting viand placed before lier. A pat

and the monotonous splashing of the water, of exclusives who sat opposite, surprised the g&
vexed by the restless wheels, was the only souncd dame more than she bad puzzled me. by at On

abroad. applying two or three eye-glasses to as iai
By early daylight the next morning, aliost eyes, through which they very coolly survey

all were looking ont of their berths--curtains her; and then drawing a sort of taboo arou0

drawn aside and heads popping up on ali sides; theinselves, they appropriated ail the good th

there was a regular tramip, tramp, overhead, within reach to their own especial use, and ta

and strange voices in the saloon, of new comers, in such whispered accents, that no words fe 0

taken in during the night. At every little stop- ears unpolite, though they must have been

ping place the steam was let off and a boat low- digiously vitty, they caused so much n

ered for passengers, and then every one crowded within the favored circle.

forward to see who was coming aboard-and odd About ten o'clock the boat entered the br

enough looking characters some of them were. bay of Burlington, and the pretty town stretc

One in particular is worthy of remark, as pre- back from the curving shores, sitting like f
senting a sort of anomaly in this stirring genera- queen on the sloping hills, and crowned w'I

tion, baving lived all lier life within four miles of houses, peeping from embowering foliag'
C M sweet

the lake shore, and having never before set foot tasteful gardens, gay with blushing roses, of

on a steamboat. One could hardly help smiling, scented honeysuckles, and every gay variet

her delight and admiration were so unqualified, summer flower. The church spires rose

and yet lier siiplicity was admirable. lier the tallest trees--the cupola of the d0 111ge

dress too was remarkabuly priimitive--tlie well looked down from academic shades, a 1

kept drab silk bonnet could bave swallowud a line of mountains, blending witi the Cc,

dozen modern cnes, without rumpling a ribboi- formed a fine back-ground to the beautifUl

tie calico dress displayed ail the colors of the turc.

rainbow, described in oriental foliage, and vas Every one rushed forward, as if life doe 1

protected by a neat checked apron; and lier short on setting the first foot on shore. A

thick figure, unconfined by stays, and destitute of for baggage-trunks---carpet-bags-- bot

all stiffening, shook with every motioi, like a boxes--bless me! how can people carr a dise0

huge inould of blanc-mange. It was refreshing manythings with them! Truly,wheOnN t l

to witness so much unsophisticated nature. barked froin the ark, lie could have puthbo
What a crowd of people rushed to the break- animais of creation into a smaller comiPf a ay

fast table! and where did they all? i w found necessary for the luggatge 0 fîof
The large boat seemed to carry so few passen- steamer.
gers on the past evening, and now a crowd bad "Which is your trunk?" askced the 'sPe.

started up at the sound of breakfast, like Robin a porter waited to carry the last load oC sbote

Hood's men from the silent depths of the forest, at but it was looked for in vain--it had been

their leader's well-known call. Truly, there is no Laprairie, and the carpet-bag too.


