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The true Christian has nothing ta fear in death.
"For when this corruptible shall have put on in-
.corruption, and this mortal shall have put on imit-
mortality thon shall bo brought te pass the saying
that is written: Death -s swallowed up in vie-
-tory. O death where is thy eting, oh grave whore
is thy victory i Tho sting of death is ain>, and the
strongth of sin is the law. But thank b t (God
which giveth is the victory through our Lord
Jess Christ.

In Dont. wo road of God speaking to the children
of Israel in these words: " Seo 1 have set before
thee this day, life and good, death and evil; and I
call hoaven and o %rth ta record against you that I
sot beforo you life and death, blWsing and cursing :
Therofore choo o LIFE, that bath thon and thy seed
may live." Before oach of n is placed the decipion
betwoon life and death. Tiis is tho iost solemn, the
moat important decision of Our lifo; for on it de
pends our future happintess, and perhcaps the hap-
piness of others, for our lives influence others.
Which will you chooso to-night. This life is the
timo to propare for the isext - the present only is
ours; the past cannt ba rocalled; and we have no
promise of the future; for " wo know net what a
dal may bring forth." We have the sane oppor.
tunity for life as we have for death And why net
choose life and live. God is ever willing to recoivo
any and ail who will comle to Him. Thon lot us
net concern oursolves abot this oarthly death, but
rather ta shun that second death which is " ever-
lasting destruction fron ti;e presenco of the Lird
and the glory of His power;" for we know that
physical death only lead Christ's followers to the
beattiful home le lias prepared for thonm, and of
which it is said of those that dwell there. " Thoy
shall hiiiger no more, noither thirat any moro,
noither shal the sun light on them nor any heat,
for the Lamb which is iii the midst of tie throne
shall feed them, and shall load thom unto living
fountains of waters, and God shall wipo i-way al
teara fron their eycs.

Port Williams, Sept. 22, 1891.

"f. M." ON ORGANIZA'TION.

In the September numer of TUE CIinisTIAN H.
M. telle his readers that " wo are profoundly satis-
lied with God's plan and the scriptural plan of
organization," and that it is a mistake " that the
societies or the associations of the church are sepa-
rate and apart fromn the church." He adds that
these societies " are not organizations outaide and
separate fromn the church organizùd," and in)
another place refers to "Eph. iv:16 and 1. Cor. 12
.chap." as giving his view of " uch organizition as
wo find in apostolic days."

It is singular that a respected and experienced
teacher of the faith, who allows the Bible to be its
own interpreter, rhould take Paul's description of
spiritual or muiraculous gifts and the place they
occupied in the ancient church and apply it ta the
election of offlicers and the division of labor ir,
modern " Sunday-schoola " or " nissionary soci-
eties." The apostie haed nothing of the sort in
view, and "organization" in the sense in which
our brother uses tho word was a thing inknown in
the primitive clurches. Our frionds who wish to
introduce or commend se many of our nineteenth
century "improvements" in order ta " koep up
with the tites and the needs of the age," hould
remomber that wo have nothing to do with the
apparent results of scriptural labor, but ta leave
these with Cod wlile we commit ourselves ontirely
ta apostolic precedents in evangelizing, and avoid
all " plans " for which thore is no " Thus saith the
Lord."

Nor is there auy force in what Bro. H. M. says
aboot the inconsistency of those who oppose the Y.
P. S. C. E. yet favor Sunday.achools. lis it logic
ta assert that because A, B'and C violate their own
principles that, therefore, the contrary principles

of D, E and F are the true onesi Yet, on this
our brother'a argument i mainly based. It is a
groundless assumiption to say that such organiza-
tions are in the chu ch, or part of the churoh, or
simply the churoh organized " just bocauae their
membera are also church membeis. If ail the
memubers of an Odd.fellows' Lodge were Christians,
would that b proof that the lodue was a part of
thre church or " church organized" for bonovolont
purposes? Any society, nu matter by what name
it is called, that lias oflicors and rulea, terms of
membershipand methods of oiperation different fron
those found in tha New Testament is a distinct
thing from the church itself, and, thorefore, imac.
ceptable ta those who look to the Bible aloio as
their ruin of faith and practico.

Somte of our brethren, we fear, are liko the
Ephesians of old.-forgettinig their first love and
boginning to sip little by little of Babylonishi wine.
As a constquenco there is no longer that unity and
fraternal feeling which characterized Disciples of
our Lord years ago. And wheu once wo set out
to adopt the custons of aectdom, whero is the
stopping place, or who is qualified to say, Thus far
wo may go and no' farthor? Vo know nothing
of the divine Wili suvo as we read it in the one
Book. When we follow this we are sure we are
riglt; when we add ta it our own wisdom, how
can we trust that Christ will acknowledge us in the
end? But Bro. H. M., in his zeal for modern or-
ganization, virtually condemna the whole primitive
church. He says, speaking of a church that had
discontinued its Sunday-school: " Here is the in-
e'.itable result of the opposition te societies. It is
not only anti.scriptural, but anti-salvation ta the
cause of Christ." Then the apoatIes themselvea
were anti-scriptural and anti-salvation, for the
churches which they organized had ne G. 0. M.
S.'s, S M. S.'s, C. W. B. M.'s, Y. P. S. C. E.'s,
nor Sunday.schools in any of their boundsa! To
such abîuIditiep do mon come when they set their
own wisdom above the word of the living Goid.

O. D.

WIHEN lIAS A PERSON ETERNAL LIFBE

Jesus answera, " o that believeth on the Son
hath eternal life; and ho that believeth not the Son
shall not sec life; but the wrath of God abideth
on him." John iii. 36.

Now cartain schools of theology have taught -
taking this answer as authority,- that eternal life
is a gift of God immiediately bestowed upon the
person bolieving prior ta auy set of obedience.
Lot us sce if we can find ont the meaning of the term
or terms here used by the Saviotur and translated
"believeth not" thon wo shall know whiat the
Saviour meant when using " beliereth'' as the con
dition of eternral life.

The word employed by the Saviour and tranalat-
cd " bcliereth et " occu r sone sixteen or seventeen
tines in the New 'estament. Tho word is Apeitheo,
but in King James' translation is not iuniformly
translated, a fact whiclh will bu apparent as we pro-
coed. In the following places the cord (or sone
form of it) used by the Saviouîr in John iii. 36, can
ho founid and the italicized words are the varinus
translations of this word.

(1). He that " beliereth not " the Son shal not ee
life. John iii. 36.

(2). But the " UNDELIEVING" Jewsstirred up the
Gentiles. Act xiv. 2.

(3). But the Jews which " BELIEVED NOT." Acts
xvii. 5.

(4). When Dives were hardoned and IBBLIEVED
NOT." Acts xix. 9.

(5). Do NOT onEY the truth. Rom. ii. 8.
(6.) Ail day l.ng I have stretched forth My hands

unto a " IIsoDiEDIENT." ROm. x. 21.

(7) In tines past have "NOT BELIEVED " God.
Rom. xi. 30.

(8). Even su have theso now " OT BELIEVED."
Rom. xi. 31.

(9). God hath concluded thom ail inI ''UNDELIEF."
Rom. xi. 32.

(10). May be delivered fron thora that do '.' NoT
TI.L1EVE." Rom. xv. 31.

(11) To whnm sware He * * * * ta thom
that BELIEVED NOT. Hb. iii. 18.

(12). Rahab porished not with thom that uE-
LIEVED NOT. Heb. xi. 31.

(13) Which stumble at the Word being Dl-
OULDIENT. 1 Peter ii. 8.

(14). If any "oIEY NoT " the Word. 1 Peter
iii. 1.

(15). Which aomotimie were " DISoEDIENT." 1
Peter iii 20.

(16) End be of thonm that "OBEY NOT" the
gospel of God. 1 Peter iv. 17.

In the foregoing wo notice that Apeitheo is trans.
lated ton tinies by " believetlh not - not believied -
ar unbeliever " - the remaining si by " obeyis not U
or "disobedient." In examining the marginal
readinus wo find that four out of tho ton road
" OEYS NOT" or diçobedient - luaving but six out
of the sixteen favorimg the translation by any
fortm of the verb beierie.

The Amorican Bible Union follows closely the
common English version - with the exception of
Acte xvii. 5 - belieweth not is omitted and R->m. xi.
30-31 is disobeyed and verse 12 has disobedience.

The Livig Oraclps - a translation uf the New
Testament fron the original Greok - by Doctors
G. Campbell, James Macknight and Philip Dodd-
ridge - and revised by A. Campbell - gives snme
forni of the word beieve witlh the negative in the
ive followiug passages- &cts xiv. 2, xvii. 5, xix.
9, Heb. iii. 18, xi. 31. In ten others is found
" disobedience " or obeys not - and in John iii. 36 it
reads He who rej.cts the Son shall not see life.

The " revised version" gives wITuotrr EXCEPTION
som formn of the word " »IsnEy." So that John
iii. 36 reads : Ho that believoth on the Son hath
eternal life, but he that obeyeth not the Son shall
not sec life - but the wrath of God abideth on
him. According to the evidooca bef...re ui and
much more at our comiiand, we are justified in
saying that a man receives eternal life when ho
onEYs the Son and not before And ta this agreeth
the words of the inspired writer, 4l And beinig mada
perfect lie (tie Saviour) becamio the author of
eternal salvation (or otornal lie) unto ail them that
obey him. Heb. v. 9 T. H. C.

THE PARABLE OF TIIE TALEN T S.

This parablo is probably one of the most familiar
to the diligent Bible student. The preacher use
it often as a favorite theme. lis fulness is sur-
passed only by its simplicity. To sinner and saint
alîke its adaptability is incomparab!o. fie who
would find its treasures must search eagerly; for,
like many other passages of scriptura, this " grows
the more by reaping." Lot us study it a short
time, in an introductory way, ftr at best ail that
can be said is nerely a door of extrance, a preltude,
a begimnning.

The man travelling into a far country is the
Mister; His roturn will b after Hia meditorial
reign shall ond, the servants are the Disciples.
To the servants were entrusted talents to be in-
creased by profitable use, and each was ta be " re-
warded according to his work." The numbers five,
two, one have nîo special significance; any other
numbers mnight just as well b used. We are well
acquainted with the talents of the parable, but
what bearing has the parable, and especially the
talent on the Diqçipls of to.day? We often hear
it said that a b.rplher has a talent for speaking,
another for praying, etc., and that these talents are
to b inproived; the talents, in most cases, are
inade ta refer to natural ability.


