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our owa hoarts and in our own little town or coun-
ty ! Theso aro the burning, living questions that
will meet uvs at the judgment, Better never had
¢ tho faith '’ than to have it and not use it to the
galvation cf the world. To be *¢sound in the
faith ** is of no avail nnless we are sound with it.

Tho Apostle Paul at tho close of his life said,
* He had kept the faith,” His whole Christian
life will teach us how he kept it. Ho did not keop
it in his homeo at Tarsus, but we fiud him keeping
it by letting it shine out in his faitbful labors at
Jerusalom, and Antioch, and Ephesue, and also in
his missionary journey in Aeia dioor, and in his
introduction of the gospel into Europe. This showa
us plainly what Paul meant by keoping the faith,
We gee aftor he introduced *‘tho faith,” or the
gospol, to the Thessslonians, thoy followed the
same line of work, and also ‘“kept the faith."
He taught his braothren the same kind of faith.
¢ For from yon sounded out the word of the Lord,
not only in Mucedonia and Achaia, but alsoin
overy placo your faith to Godward is spread
nbroad * 1 Thesa. i. 8.

‘Hers wis a trus church, n sound primitive
Apostoiw Church, one that inoreased and improved
what God gommitted to them by using it to the
advancoment of His causo in every place, The
demand of the church, the demand of human kearts
and tho imporative command of Gud aro all calling
loudly for the reproduction of just such primitive
faith and apoatulic Christianity. Will the Disciples
of Christ, whoso plea is the acceptance of the faith
and practice of primitive days, prove their faith by
their works, or will they rest satisfied in keeping
‘¢ the faith” hid within their own locality, Any
faith that will not seok to establish its oluims, as
far as possiblo, in other hearts and other places, is
not the faith of the gospel. The faith once delivered
to the saints isa faith that leads its subjecta to
sound ous the word of tho Tiurd in the highwaysand
hedges of life, This faith cannot bo kept within us
without our ruin. Tho new wine of truth is
diffusive in its tiature, and cannot be kopt within
old bottles 'without utter-destruction to the butties,
Ho who posseses the- truth and does not advancy
it, will mest tho 8amo end ns the one talont servaut,
““Take the talent from him and cast the upprofi-
tablo servant into outer'darkness.” To supposo a
church can-be sound in ** the faitk » or primitive in
its practice, whose work of faith and labor of love is
not felt, or known outsids of its own country, isto
transcend the bounds of'all reason.

Adother noticeablo feature of the onmo talent
sorvarit, waa his attempt to mitigate his own failure
by the fatilts of another. He knew his Lord was a
hard Maater, How natural this is for the guilty
heart to fiud Tault with somebody else. You will
notice when o person i not giving his money to
help advancde the causo of God he is finding fault
with others bocause their way of giving is wrong
orubscriptural, You will find, as a rule, that the
fault-finders and herosy hunters aro thdse Who are
the' moat doficient in the acting duties of church
life.” ffa brother is not aotivo in the Sunday-school
wotk, you will botice that'he has objections to the
way' the ‘Sunday-school is conducted. If a goud
tistor-id not active in the ptayer-meeting, she will
find that it i unsoriptural for women to speak in
ohurch. Whon a ‘brother does uot work in the
mission cause ho will have objoctions to tho mission
work the unscriptural way it is carrisd ot or
somo objections of like nature. This is why the
objector has 8o little influenco with his objections;
brcaued his objections sre not to show the botter
wiy, bt to covor-his own mistakes. The Dlaster
nlddeit very plain, that the servant's objections
¥ere oo thin to cover his failures, We are not to
give an aooount‘how the other servant improved his
tdlents, buit what we have done with our talent. If
wo'don’t usé it we loso it, and alao lozo our own
lifa, ¢ v 0 - - - Hy'Mbreaw,
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The nintteonth contury has frequently, snd
justly, been called a century of missions, Tho
rapidly multiplying agoncies for tho couversion of
heatlien nations to the religion of Christ, date their
inooption from pear the beginning of this century.
It has passed intv a standing vxprersion in mission-
ory oircles, that less than a century ago England
zent & cobbler to convert tho world, That cobbler
was William Caroy, aho'led #ho way in tho forma.
tion of the Pionoer Baptist Society, one of the
oldest missivnary socioties in Great Britain. In
1810, Adoniram Judaon and three othor students
at Andover, petitioned the Goneral Association of
the Congregativnal Church in Massachusetts, to
give them counsol in their desire to undertake a
mission to the heathen world, Thoir petition re-
sultad in the formation of the Amorican Board of
Commissioners for foreign missions, the first socioty
formedin America for tho conversion of the heathen
in foreign lands. Mr. Judson was sent by thia
sociefy as a wissionary to Burmah. Ou his way
thithér, he was led to inveatigate the subject of
baptiam, and decided to be imuersed and unito
with the Baptist denomination. He wrote home
‘to Amorioa of the change in his views, resigned his
pus ition a8 the representative of the Congregational
Church, sod said, ‘¢ Should there be firmed a
Baptiat aociety for the suppurt of missions in these
parts, I should be ready to cuusider myself their
inissionary.” This announcement led to ths for-
wation of the first Baptist Misaionary Socivty in
America., From those beginnings, about three-
quarters ofa ¢eritury ago, have geown up the various
agencies by’ wbich nearly every religious body iu
America is represented in gospel work on heathen
suil. In this ** century of missions,” great things
have been accomplished by the cumbined forees At
work, 3,000 ordained missionaties, 730 !aymen,
and 2,600 women have been sout out by the

continent of Kurope, into all parws cf the heathen
and Mohammedan world. Nearly 3,000,000 souls
converted from heathenism, now rejuice in hopo of
oternal life. 2,600 of these converts have been
ordained as ministers of the gospel and placad’in
charge of Cliristian congrogations ; 27,000 are
employed as evangelists to their heathen fellow-
countrymen; and the childeén of all theése, and'of
many who ‘are yot in leathenism, have been
gathered into echools and given both sccular and
religious instruction. The Biblo bus been transla-
ted into more than ‘200 languages; aud’ relizivus
traots and hooks hava also been priated in thess
languages. Thesoaresome of the things accomplished.

represented by figures, The création of & mission-
ary apirit amohg Ohristiana ; the developmeut of
Christ-like hero1sm in wissionaried, to be left as a
priceless heritage to theé church.
of the teaching and life of Christian missionaries
on heathen populations; the establishment of
peacoful government among savage and cannibal
tribes, wheso lives were misery and whose work
was war; tho spread of commerce; the promotion
of industry; the dreation of writton'languages ; the
abolition of cruel rites and religious cridies amongst
those who still romain héatheo, and the diffusion of
new sszratxonu and hopes amongst thousands who
are salill strangers to the hlghel‘ blassings of ' the
spiritoal life; " theso are some of the unrecorded
results of the cdreér of mdédora missions. :

Thero ir vory much that is oxtrentely ecovuraging
in"this foreign mission work. Whon compared
‘with Christisa work in what are torsted Christian
lands, o are almost atartled by tho significant fact
‘that 'the comparatirs success of tho work is far
igrédter among the-hosthen-abroad than uiong the

Protestant Church.a of Britain, America, and tho’

Perhaps the greatest work is oné which cannot he

¢ The influence:

‘¢ heathon at home.” It is stated thatthe rate of
increase in the memberahip of Chrietian churches
is noarly, or quite, ton times as great among the
hoathon as itisin Christian lands; while theaverage
expense of cooverting men is wonderfully less,
Tho average exponditure per convert in heathen
lands is §80; in our awn country it is $630. Then,
the converts from heathenism are moze devoted
Oliristians, ds a rule, than those in Ohristian lands,
They 2te williug to sacrifice more for the Lotd's
work, They pay more on ag areroge, and far more
according to their ability, than Christians at homo
do. * Six native Christian livlug on the banks of

the Euphrates, whoso properly avevaged perhaps

8800, gave towards their chapel and school-tovm
throe hundred and eighty dollars, an avorage of
wore than fifiy dollars each.” The missionary tells
uss that this contribution meant, for one of those
‘poor men, more than one thouwsand days twerk.
Twelve hundred church members in Egypt, most
‘of them poor, gave an average 6f more than §17
per year for churches and ethools. In' the ten
"yoars from 1870 to 1880, thé wembers of the
Evangclical Protestant churchasin the United btatu,
gave an averago ¢ £ fifty-five cents each for fnmfom,
liomo snd foreign.

But thero are hardships and ohstacles in' cone
nection with this work. W have never felt them,
because we have uover been missionaries to the
heathen,
éxporiénces of thoso who go to “the front agiinst
darkneu and sin that we can realize them, oven
fnxntly The work of a missionai¥ to the heathen .

demands that he leave home and friends and go to ’

a stratge land, wnd 4mong a strange people. How *
hard this is, buly those whose hearts have bled from
sevéred ties can tell,

wining the health, laying the foundation of fatal '
maladies, and frequently “inducing sitdden and
‘antimely death, lvis heartrénding to thiuk-of the
donsequences which this one cause alooe entiils on
missivnaries, Who can read thelifo of Adohiram
Judsen without being moved-with mighty emotion
As ho thinks of tho havoo 'made it his domestio
citcle by tho ravages of en Indian ¢limatd. * One
loved form after another, deai’er td him, if possli)le,
by his separation from all othérs  of his okn race,
totn away from him, leaving” great hears wounds
to bo ondured dlone, ' ‘Thdn, there are  other
soperations tnade necessary ou this sccount which *
are as painful as the ravages of death, - Migsloharxeu
to India, whose lunely lives me oheered by the
sdvont of aweet bubes to their lumes, can vily look
furward to'a speedy ssparatich from them, even if
spared by the ‘destroyer—death. When five'or six
yeara of age they must bo sent to Eutope or Ametica,
he the only alternative to having them fall viotimus
to the climate of Indiu. Let fathers and mothers
think of this! Could you ‘give up your sweot
pratiling babes which bring ss much joy to your’
hearts and so much suuabine “to your homes, tv be
taken away and grow up among strangers; to
gradually forget the very faces of papa and manms,
and transfer to others the affectjona-whick you now
count your richest heritage; or perhaps to die where
your ear could not catch:the last childish whisper,.
or your hands 4o olose their.asightless oyeal Yot thix.
is one of tho.hardships of missionary lifg, which
missionaries frequently enduve for Jesua® sako,
Then, obatacles meat the workers at every atep.
They ard confronted at-the’thréabold by a language
ofun tedious and difficult tv.sequire, but which
‘must bo mastered if the message of divine love
.wonld bo given-to those’who spoak. it, Often-a
spriesthood, -as joalousiof thbir dobdiinion-over the
.people, and of the honor of theit systems, as were
'the Ephesians of the honor of Diana, atands in-
:pronounced autcgoniam.to. every- approach to the
.ears of the people. Customstaluost as” hoary ‘with

-age-ad themountains'whith witnoss' thém, and ag:

It is only by the close study of the

Then," the influende of'a”
deadly climate must ¢ften’ be récounted, under- .



