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R
SIR JOIIN MACDONALD.

At length the death of Sir John Mac.
donald has to be chronicled, and the entire
Dominion mourns the loss of the greatest
man it ever had, By every one he was re-
garded as a politician of the first order;
but he was more; he was a farsighted
statesman who, at an early stage of his
political carcer, discerned the future that
lay before the British North American
colonies, and bent his energies to sccure
their proper development and unification.
Doubtless he saw, as he glanced over the
map, a solution—or apractical solution—of
the great Eastern question. That, as will
be well understood, is the obtainment and
maintenance of a highway to India with-
out it being necessary to go round the
Cape or to pass through an enemy’s coun-
try, such, for instance, as territories under
the suzerainty of Turkey or Russia and
occupied by hostile tribes. In Canada the
whole thing is supplicd. Regular cargoes
or munitions of war- troops or travellers
—haveonly to be placed on board an or-
dinarily speedy vessel in Liverpool or any
other British port to find themsclves,
in eight days or less, on the Atlantic coast
of Canada, and transhipped therecafter
within scven days to an India «r China
steamship, the distance between Liverpool
and Honyg Kong being thus susceptible of
being covered within about a month from
London or Liverpool. This, though it may
have been dreamed of before his time, was
one of the greatest works which Sir John
has accompushed.

When, what is there not to bie said in
praisc of the manner in which he unifled
the many peoples composing the Canadian
population, and infased into them a na
tional sentiment, which hasled them to go
to work with a will to develope the normat
resources of what by many had been sup-
poscd to be an uniaviting country, with
but few really valuable products. And
what has been *heesult? The conclusive
proof that wo arc naturally onc of the
richest peoples in the world, while we
have astonished ourselves by what we
havesccomplished. Norcover, under Sir
John's regime not only have we created
and fostered manufactures, but we have
progressed to such an cxtent that we are
comnpelled to look for outside markets, and
these we are discovering. and are learning
at the same time that we can, all things
belng equal, hold our own with forcign
compctitors.

Then. if we look &t this Pacific coast, we
find that under the policy of Sir John Mac-
donald we have progressed wonderfully.
How much has this city grown since Sir
John was onc of the parties primarily in-

terested in bringing us into the Confeler-
ation? Who can say how much New
Westminster has bene‘itted?  As for Van-
couver—that progressive city of about
twenty thousand inhabitants had neither
name nor place a few years ago, and but
for the policy of the deceased Premier
might never have existed at all. Of course,
there are and have been many things
which do not please everybody ; yet such
things will always exist; but on the
whole who i{s prepared to deny that to Sir
Jolin, the wisdom of his policy and the sa-
gacity with which he has selected his col-
leagues we owe, in addition to our natural
resources and position, all those realiza-
tions and prospects on which we have such
excellent reason to congratulate our-
selves.

We arc deeply sorry that Canada's
Grand Old Man is no more. }eis now
that he has gone —entitled to the highest
honors his country can bestow upon him.
As was said of a well-known Englishman,
in the years ago, * He made the desert
smile.” So may it be said of Sir John. He
was the means of transforming a discon-
teuzed population into a happy and united
nationality. He has given a decided im-
petus to the development of their re-
sources, and long, we are sure, will it be
possible for the common voice to pay their
tributes to his qualitics, for as truly as
was the expression applied nanother con-
nection, * His works do follow him.”
L T

THE SUGAR QUESTION.

Although it will not be known until the
Budget is brought down what action the
Doniinion Government will take on the
sugar question, very great interest at.
taches to the decision to allow a drawback
on refined sugars exported. The order in
council says there will he allowes, on proof
of cxportation §n quantitics of not less
than 2,000 pounds, a drawback, on refined
sugars exported, at the same rate per 100
pouads &s is payable in the shape of duty
under the tariff in foree at the date of the
exportation, on the same weight of raw
sugar of equal test, less 5 per cent. All
exportations must be sampled and tested
in the same maoner and under the same
regulations as are at the time in force with
reference to sugars imported for vefining
parposes. In addition, under the usual
restrictions and on receipt of proof of ex-
portation, there will be allowed on all
syrups derived exclusively from the refin-
ing of sugars, when exported in like quan.
titics, a drawback cqual to onc third of the
duty payable at the date of exportation on
an cqual weight of sugar of $S test when
imported for refining purposes.

NEW LINE T0 TILE ORIENT.

The arrival of the China and Japan
steamer Zambesi, will, it is hoped, prove
to be the pioncer of new and direct con-
nection between Victeria and the East.
The China, City of Pcking, and other
boats of the American line, made a pre-
tence of affording us connection ; but they
soon atopped their trips, being bought off,
it was sajd, by the Canadian Pacific au-
thoritics, who, in view of their new and
more powerful steamers, were not in.

clined to have a dangerous rival estab-

lished at thelr very doors, it they could
possibly help it. It would, according to
past experience, apjear to be certain that
unless Victoria makes her own independ-
ent arrangements she will be given the go-
by, except in so far as Leing made an ocea-
sional part of call. This will not suit oun
merchants. This port lies in the direct
route which steamers must take between
the East and the Canadian mainland, and
unless the magnates who have their head.
quarters at Montreal manifest a better be-
haviour it will be necessary to teach them
alesson. It issaid that the fleet of ves.
sels of which the pioneer is already in
port are asking no subsidy. They mevely
ask for business, which they say they are
prepared to do upon the basis of legiti-
mate competition and will, moreover,
form a connection with the Union Pacific
Railway with the view of securing trans-
continental trade. The enterprise of the
proprictors of the new line s
worths of all praise, and one would sup-
pose ought to be encouraged, particularly
as there appears to be mutual advantage
connected with it,

SEALING MATTERS.

There is but little new in sealing mat-
ters. The British Bill to prevent seaiing
in Behring’s Sea has passed through its
various stages, Will it be carried out into
operation this season is the next question,
and, if s0, what compensation will be al-
allowed to Victoria sealers for the losses
to which they will be put by the lossof
this season’s catch, in anticipation of
which they have, madoe all their propara-
tions, and for which they have incurred
very serious expenditures? Moreover, it
should be scen to that the Americans are
not allowed to get the.advantage over the
British Columbia sealers, through the pro-
vision made to allow the Alaska Company
to catch 7,500 skins for the expressed pur-
pose of maintaining the native hunters,
To our mind this is a dcad steal. The
American hunters are Aleuts, who have
plenty of fish where they come from, and
who are accustomed to remain in Behr-
ing's Sca only during the scaling season.
If they arc kept at home, they have in
the waters surrounding the Aleutian
Isles all the food they want. All then,
that this 7,500 provision is made for is to
sccure to the American monopolists 7,500
scal sking, which, with the consequent
scarcity of the stock on the market, they
will be able to sell for fabulous figures.
The whole thing wants further looking
into. It is just another instance of at-
tempted Yankee over-reaching.

Ixansddressdelivered atGivard College,
Afr. Talcott Williams, of the Philadelphis -
Press, cited English ofticial statistics to
show that from 1877 to 1887 incomes frou}
8750 to £2,500 a year increased 20 per cent.
in number, while those Irom $2,500 to $3,-
000 remained stationary, and thosc of
$5,000 and aver deécreased 2} per cent.
During this ten-year period, the income tax
paid by men of saliried positions, nine-
tenths of them under $2,000 & year - in.
creased 50 pércent,  Of the-cstates paying
probate duty of personsl property in 'Edg- -
land, 77 per cent. are under $5,000 in-
amonunt and 95 per cent. under $100,008, - ¥
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