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The Preparation of Nitrate of
Strychnine.

A useful paper on this subjcet lias just
appeared by M. Guignes, of Marseilles.
lIe states tlat lie lias often noticed tiat

students, in preparing this body by the of-
ficiai nethod of the French Codex, ieet
witlh soiewalit bad results, in thiat thie
product tlhey obtain is colored sonetines
liglit, soietiies dark yellow. (Thtis col-
or iis due to brucine.) Ife tried several
tiiies iiiîself, following closely the direc-
tions of tiho Codex, and in every case ob.
tained a colored crystl. The oflicial
iethod is as follows : Powdered stryci.
nine is dissolved in nitrie acid, diluted
witi five tines its weight of water, add-
iig acid until tie reaction becones neu-
tral to litinus. Tie inixturcis tlhenî evap.
orated on the water batli until tire sep-
arate out crystals of the nitrate.

If the operation is conducted in the
cold, the solution of the strychnine does
not take place perfectly, and large excess
of nitric acid is necessary. If the liquid
be filtered and then evaporated it turiis
yellow, and the crystals obtainedi have the
saine color. Various experiients lead
te lauthîor to state tlat the proportion of
water in tie Codex is too low. Ilow-
ever, dilution up to 25 tiies die anount
of water failed to produce satisfactory re-
suits, and the autior turned to another
inethiud. Ile took

stiryclliîoe ................
I)i3tiIiuîl aetr .........

Thie strychnino was powdered and sus-
pended in water, and placed on tho water
bath. Nitric acid (1 in 5) was then add-
cd, drop by drop, until the who!e vas dis.
solved, and the liquid was theu concen.
trated, and the crystals obtaited were
quite colorless. These were dried between
lilter paper, and finally over sulpiurie
acid, in a dessier.tor. This latter opera.
tion cin lie conducted without fear, since
the nitrato crystallises witlout water. A
second crop of the strychnine salts cai be
obtained, leaving practically the whîole of
the brucine present as ai imipirity in the
notler liquor, Experimients on the sane

sanple, according to tie niethiod of the
Codex, gave colorei crystals.--.ournal de
Clielndie.

NOLI-ousern VASsLIs AS AN OINT.-.>T
lasîs.--0. liel], in a communication to

the Austrian Pharmtaccutical Association,
tuiost higliy recoinnends vaselin carrying
25 per cent of anàhîydrous lanolin, as a
basis for ointuents. Lanolin pure is
sonewhat too dear to use for tihis purpose,
alonc; but thaus inixed this objection docs
not hiold. Adeps laine added to tiree
volumes of vaselin presents ail tie proper-
tics of pure lanolin, according to Hell,
and tie addition of water is altogethier
superfluous.

HTydrocyanic acid is forned in the niak-
ingofoxalic acid fromsugar and nitricacid.
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