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Sabbath School Lessons.
Muy 11th, 1862.

JACOB IN EGYPT,—Gzx. xLv. 1-31.

1. Joseph intimates to Pharaok the arrival of
his father and brethren.

He did so through respect for his sovereign,
and to announce to him that his commands
had been obeyed.  Pharaoh had commanded
that Jqscpl’s family should settle in the best
of the Land of Egypt, chap. xlv. 19. One
would suppose that a bare invitation would
kave been sufficicnt when what was required
of them was so much for their own interest,
and yet there are many so infatuated as to
neglect an invitation unspeakably more pre-
cious, a command infinitely more merciful.

I1. Joseph presents five of his brethren to
Pharaoh.

This presentation to the king would tend
to raise them in the estimation of the Egyp-
tians. Observe, Pharaoh enquires, concern-
ing their occupation, v. 3. All should have
some employment, cither of head or of hand,
and it is the duty of magistrates to sce that
all are occupicd in some uselul calling, and
that there are no uscless drones in the social
community. 1f any of them execclled in
their business, Pharaoh wished that they
should be made his chicf herdsmen—¢rulers
over his cattle! In whatever trade or pro-
fession we may be engaged, we should en-
deavour to become proficient; and it is only
right that they who have attained the
greatest excellence in their pursuits should
obtain preferment.

II1. The respect shown by Joseph to his
Sather.

He next introduced the aged patriarch to
Pharaoh, “and Jacob blessed Pharaoh,” v, 7,
He who was called Isracl, who like a prince,
had power both with God and man to prevail,
prayed to God for him. Pharaoh had shown
kindness to Jacob, he had bestowed wpon him
the best that he had, and now Jacob rewards
him with the only rccompence that he had
in his power to give, he recommends him to
the goodness of Him who is the King of
kings; and who knows but that Egyptian
monarch may be now enjoying, and shall
-enjoy through all eternity the benefit of the
patriarch’s blessing . the prayers of God’s
people are not to be despised.  Pharaoh
-asked Jucob's age, v. 8. The king was struck
with his vencrable aspect, as Jacob had pro-
bably attained to » much greater age than
was common amongst the Egyptians.—
Jacob’s answer is obscrvable. He measures
his life by days; for every moment of time
we shall have to give an account unto God.
He compares his life to a pilgrimage; he con-
fessed that he was a stranger and a pilgrim
here, that he sought a better country, that is
a0 heavenly, Heb. xi. 13, 14. He describes
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the bright future beyond the grave.
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