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«EDITORIAL

PUBLIC ITEALTH.
In years gone by the efforts made for the puiblicwelIfare wsamainvariably an îndividual affair. This was slow, and ofteii disappoint.ing, though too much praise, cannot be awarded to those early pioneersin sanitary science and preventive niedicine; but they were frequentlysort of John the Baptists, like unto persons crying in the. wilderneassNow, however, we are passiug througb the age of eoinventions; confer-ences, congresses, etc. Whcen some reform is sought, or some neededixuprovement desired, usually it is taken uip by some influential body,and pusbed forward. This xnethod has accomplished4 much.One of the influenitial organizations in this country la the CanadiauPublie Ilealth Association. This association la not oid when measured,by years, but la most honorable when estimated by deeds. Tiie meetingwhich was held lu the latter part of May did very fine work, and laiddown much solid «round for future building.

Lieut.-CoI. J. W. S. McCiiilough, Chief Offleer of Health for Ontario,rnentioned that the epidemie of influenza had caused about 10,000 deathsin Ontario. He also said thât sauitary science had wroug1ht wonders bypreventing disease in the army. In the reeut war the deaths cause bydisease and bullets lhaç beeu reversed as colupared with former Nvr.Ithia work the Caiuadian Army Medical Corps was entitled to muuch credit[le directed attention to the need for a stern fight against venerealdiseasea, and also apoke o! what had already been doue by legistation IliLhis regard. iMuch good was bound to corne from the establishment ofpublie health laboratories lu a number o! places.Dr. Stecle, M.P., of Tavistock, weut fully into the question of what1be Federal Department o! Ilealth could accomplish. It le well knowu:hat Dr. Steele has always taken much luterest i the eceating of a dle-
( 541]


